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Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 

mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 

CHRISTIAN OBSERVANCE OF THE PASSOVER 

Wednesday, April 16 at 11:30 a.m. our congregation is in-
vited to join in a Christian observance of the Passover, the 
Old Testament festival which launched the Lord’s Sup-
per.  The full meal that day (at a cost of only $2.00) will 
feature the traditional Hebrew Passover foods (matzos, 
fruit of the vine, lamb and an alternate meat, green vegeta-
bles, as well as other Passover foods).  The meal also in-
cludes the words spoken at the Passover and meaning be-
hind this important celebration.  You will not be disappoint-
ed! 

 

Chad Reedy will be assisting Pastor Schwichtenberg in 
preparing the meal and the day should prove to be memo-
rable.  All adults in the congregation as well as our Young 
at Heart group members are urged to be a part of this spe-
cial observance. 

 

In order to assist with the preparation of the meal we have 
a sign-up sheet in the narthex for those planning to attend. 
We thank an anonymous donor for covering the additional 
expenses for the meal.   

 

Your Holy Week experience will be enhanced by this spe-
cial observance. 

 

Plan to attend! 
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NEW ASKERS STUDY BEGINS 

APRIL 23 

Our ASKERS Bible study (Ask/
Seek/Knock) is taking a new direc-
tion starting with the month of 
April.  “We” are moving the class 
to the second and fourth Wednes-
days of the month (instead of 
Thursday) and will begin a new 
“pilot program” of a Bible series 
called “The Story.”  The first class 
will be Wednesday, April 23 and 
beyond that the class will meet the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at 10:00 a.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall. 

 

“The Story” includes 31 lessons 
from the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation with selected verses 
organized chronologically.  Thus 
we hope to come to “see” and un-
derstand “God’s story” and the 
stories of the Bible intersect. 

 

“The Story” originated at Oak Hills 
Church in San Antonio, TX with 
the senior minister there (Randy 
Frazee) teaching the Old Testa-
ment and the minister of preaching 
(Max Lucado) teaching the New 
Testament. 

 

Hardback copies of “The Story” 
will be available from Pastor 
Schwichtenberg for $6.00.  The 
classes will also include a brief 
video and discussion starter ques-
tions.  Why not consider joining 
this bi-monthly adult Bible 
study?  For more information, talk 
to Pastor Schwichtenberg, Pastor 
Schultz, or our DCE, Amanda 
Jahnke. 

LWML SPRING RALLY:  Saturday, 

March 29th Registration begins at 

8:30 Am.  Please sign up today to 

attend the LWML spring rally to be 

held at St. John’s, in Lena, IL.  It will 

be a morning full of enriching events 

with the ladies from our sister 

churches.  Contact Sharon Ruthe, by 

March 24, at 815-232-2744 if you 

are interested. 

FIDELES CIRCLE:  Will meet at 

6:30 PM on Tuesday, April 1 in the 

Fellowship Hall.  There will be quilt-

ing program presented by Linda 

Rockey and Maureen Davidson. 

CONCORDIA SOCIETY:  Concor-

dia Society (Ladies Afternoon 

Group) will meet Wednesday, April 

2, 2014 at 1:00 PM in Fellowship 

Hall.  Hostesses: Betty Miller and 

Barb Wilson.  A small lunch will be 

provided by the hostess.  Devotions 

Trust to Rely (2 Corinthians 1:9) 

Time to look for a Vice-President 

and Treasurer.  Discuss June Lunch-

eon. 

HELP NEEDED ON THE LAWN 

MOWING CREWS:  We are looking 

for additional volunteers to assist 

with mowing and trimming our prop-

erty.  We make up crews of about 

three people and one crew is on 

each week.  The number of volun-

teers dictates the number of weeks 

you will be asked to help.  If you can 

spare a few hours every few weeks, 

please contact either Jerry 

Abramowski at 815 541 7152 or 

Gary Popp at 815 275 0498 or the 

church office.   Thank you. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS:  If you 

would like to help to beautify the 

sanctuary for Easter you may pick 

up an envelope in the welcome 

center to donate Easter flowers.  

This is a great opportunity to re-

member or honor a loved one. 

 

SHROUD ENCOUNTER:  Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church will 

be hosting The Shroud Encoun-

ter.  Russ Breault who has been 

seen on the History Channel, Dis-

covery and Good Morning Ameri-

ca will talk about the Shroud of 

Turin.  There will be a life size 

replica on display.  Sunday, April 

6 at 4:00 PM at Our Redeemer 

Church, 1320 S. Blackhawk.  

Tickets are $10 each and can be 

purchased in the church office. 

 

SOUP FELLOWSHIP:  Once 

again we are having soup lunch-

eons during the season of Lent.  

They will be held each Wednes-

day for six weeks, beginning on 

Ash Wednesday, March 5.  The 

soup luncheons are in the Fellow-

ship Hall before and after the 

12:15 services.  If you would like 

to help by serving a crock pot of 

soup, please sign up on the clip-

board in the Fellowship Hall.  The 

soup luncheons will be held April 

2 and 9.  

ESSENTIALS:  We know you 

are busy.  That is why we are 

having a worship service to fit into 

the busyness of life.  On Mon-

day’s from 6:30 to 7 PM we will 

mailto:rschultz@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
mailto:wschwichtenberg@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
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Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 There are many exciting things happening 

in both our youth and Sunday School programs.  

Coming out of a successful lock-in (with an amaz-

ing 32 youth in attendance!) where we looked at 

identity and what it means to be a canvas for 

God’s work, the youth are getting knee deep in 

some service projects that will help them be the 

hands and feet of Christ.  One of the service pro-

jects the kids will be working on is an Easter Egg 

Hunt.  We will work together with Immanuel’s track 

team to put on the event, targeted to serve both 

church families and school and CCDC families 

that are not connected.  The Easter egg hunt will 

be on April 12 at 2:00 PM.  Please plan to come, 

especially if you have kids or grandkids in Pre-

school-3
rd

 grade! 

 The youth also continue to fundraise for 

their summer mission trips to Milwaukee and Chi-

cago.  Thank you so much for supporting our Tak-

ing Stock in Youth and Applebee’s pancake 

breakfast fundraisers.  We only have two fundrais-

ers left for these trips – the annual Easter Break-

fast and our Bulk Meat sale.  Please consider join-

ing us in those last two fundraisers. 

 Our Sunday School kids have been learn-

ing about what it means to serve God by serving 

others too!  During the month of March we started 

a new program where we learn about a time in the 

Bible when a person/the people of God helped a 

target population (e.g. the ill, civil servants, the 

hungry, etc) in God’s name.  Then on the next 

Sunday we do a service project that helps the tar-

get population in our community today.  So far 

we’ve made cards and pictures for shut-ins after 

learning about caring for the elderly and have de-

livered freshly baked cookies to a firehouse after 

learning about respecting and honoring civil serv-

ants.  

 We continue to look for new and exciting 

ways for both of these groups to learn to lead mis-

sional lives of service.  If you know of any particu-

lar needs in our community that we might be able 

to help with, please let me know! 

In His Service, 

Amanda Jahnke 

SR. HIGH MISSION TRIP:  All youth who have 

completed the 8th grade are invited to attend the 2014 

High School Mission Trip to Chicago, IL.  The trip will 

take place July 10-12.  While in Chicago we will focus 

on serving the hungry and homeless popula-

tions.  The total cost for this trip is $75 and includes 

meals, lodging, fellowship activities, and service op-

portunities.  For more information, please take a flyer 

from Amanda’s office door.  

 

What’s happening in Sunday School?  On March 9 

we began a new unit of Sunday School in grades K-5. 

 Lessons will span two week periods and will focus on 

how we can follow the examples of many Biblical fig-

ures to be the hands and feet of Christ in our commu-

nity.  During week one we will learn the story of a Bib-

lical figure and pinpoint who they shared God’s love 

with and how they did it.  Then, during week two of 

the lesson, we will either serve in a similar way or 

serve a similar population.  We are also asking all 

youth (grades 6-12) to volunteer in this unit.  This 

class will meet in the 4th grade classroom. 
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Easter Egg Hunt:  Our Children’s Ministry along with the Track Team will be sponsoring 
an Easter Egg Hunt on our campus on Saturday April 12, registration starts at 1:30 on the 
CCDC lawn, the hunt begins at 2:00. 
Palm Sunday Worship:  Remember Jesus’ Triumphant return to Jerusalem at our 8:00 
and 10:30 Divine Worship Services, Holy Communion at the 8:00 service. 

Passover Meal:  CHRISTIAN OBSERVANCE OF THE PASSOVER 

Wednesday, April 16 at 11:30 a.m. our congregation is invited to join in a Christian ob-
servance of the Passover, the Old Testament festival which launched the Lord’s Supper.  The 
full meal that day (at a cost of only $2.00) will feature the traditional Hebrew Passover foods 
(matzos, fruit of the vine, lamb and an alternate meat, green vegetables, as well as other 
Passover foods).  The meal also includes the words spoken at the Passover and meaning be-
hind this important celebration.  You will not be disappointed! 

 Chad Reedy will be assisting Pastor Schwichtenberg in preparing the meal and the day 
should prove to be memorable.  All adults in the congregation as well as our Young at Heart 
group members are urged to be a part of this special observance. 

 In order to assist with the preparation of the meal we have a sign-up sheet in the nar-
thex for those planning to attend. We thank an anonymous donor for covering the additional 
expenses for the meal.   

Maundy Thursday Worship:  Thursday, April 17 at 7:00 PM 
Good Friday Men’s Breakfast:  Once again the men and boys of the congregation will 
be joining for devotion, prayer and breakfast on Good Friday Morning, April 18, early birds will 
be served at 5:00 AM breakfast served until 7:30 AM.  Devotions throughout the morning until 
8:30 AM. 
Good Friday Worship:  Friday, April 18, Good Friday Service 12:15 PM, Tenebrae Ser-
vice 7:00 PM 
Easter Breakfast Set Up:  Saturday, April 19 from 9-Noon. Remember, if you took a dona-
tion card this is the time to drop off your donations in the School Cafeteria. 

Easter Worship Opportunities 

 

7:00 AM Sunrise Service with Holy 
Communion 

9:15 AM Praise and Worship Service 

10:30 AM Easter Festival Worship 
Service with Holy Communion 
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Principal’s Page 
Immanuel Lutheran School - Freeport 

Immanuel Lutheran School is a ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church -  Freeport 

1964 Pearl City Road, Freeport  IL  61032                         815/232-3511                         www.ourgodwithus.com 

BOELKE DECLINES CALL 
By now I’m certain that all of you have received the 

information that Mr. Jeff Boehlke of Watertown, MN has declined the 

call to be the next principal at Immanuel.  

 Jeff’s declination means that the Call Committee has come 

back together and is proceeding with the process.  As I write this the 

process is underway to continue to explore and interview the next main 

candidate.  A congregational Call Meeting has been set at which infor-

mation on another candidate will be presented.   

 We are confident that the Lord is blessing the process and will 

continue to do so.   

OPEN FORUM CONDUCTED 
On March 12 an Open Forum was conducted for school families and 

other interested people.  About 35 people attended to hear information 

about the multiple ways that the church and school communicate with 

church and school families. 

 Other topics discussed included the call process, the newly 

adopted system (TADS) that will be used for enrollment and tuition 

management, a potential plan to make up the school days lost to  

 

April  2014 

Immanuel equips students for lives of discipleship and service. 

 

SSAC VISIT 
It has previously been reported that the Strengthening Schools and Congregations team will be on site for their consultation visit.  That will happen 

beginning Sunday evening, April 13, through Tuesday, April 15.  The team will conduct multiple Focus Group sessions starting Sunday evening 

through Monday evening.  The earlier impression was that when the group “membership” had been identified anyone from that group would be 

welcomed into the Focus Group session.  They have amended that slightly.  For all groups the participants will officially be by invitation.  The 

participants in three groups are already set (Board of Education, Church Council, faculty), while the remaining groups is not.  However, to receive 

an invitation, read further.  All Focus Group sessions will be conducted in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Sunday 6-7 pm  Church Council 

 (April 13) 7:15-8:15 pm Board of Education 

 Monday 10-11 am  Invited students 

 (April 14) 1-2 pm  Congregation members 

  3:30-4:30 pm Faculty 

  5-6 pm  School families not members of Immanuel 

  6-7 pm  School families members of Immanuel 

 Tuesday 3:45-4:30 pm Exit report from SSAC team 
 (April 15) 

 

The team will be looking for an historical view as well as more recent and short term views.  Do not try to involve yourself in more than one 

group.  Also, they don’t want spectators, which means that if you are invited please be prepared to share your knowledge when called upon.  It is 

acceptable for spouses to both be involved, but in the interest of representing more family units, please decide which of you would like an invita-

tion.  The team wants participation limited to about 15-18 people per group. 

inclement weather conditions, and more.  A substantial amount of 

time was dedicated to the question and answer session. 

SCHOOL MAKE-UP DAYS 
This has been a rather unusual winter for extreme weather conditions.  

Immanuel lost more days of school to weather conditions than had 

been built into the calendar as extra days.  Two days have to some-

how be retrieved.  The three early dismissal days in March, April, and 

May have been converted into full days of school.  Additionally 

May 29, which had previously been designated as a NO 

SCHOOL day for teacher workday, will be a full day of school.  Fri-

day, May 30, will continue to be the last day of school and will 

keep the previously appointed schedule and hours. 

 Monday, June 2, will be the teacher workday.  Report cards 

will be available for pickup by students and/or parents beginning 

Tuesday (May 3) morning.  Any repor t cards not claimed by Fr i-

day, May 6, will be mailed.  Please note that only the report cards 

will be mailed.  Items left in lockers and desks, or medications, will 

not be mailed.   



 

7  

Keep Our Children Safe  

“Reminder of the Month” 

This is a time of year when many students are using 

computers for project research.  Here are some safety 

tips for kids & computers. 

Take full advantage of safe-search filters that screen out 

explicit content on the search engines you use. 

Set up a favorites list together to cut down on the num-

ber of searches your child needs to do.  

Remember, no online parental controls are a substitute 

for your supervision. 

 Discuss the idea that there are things online that are 

inappropriate for kids and tell your child if they ever 

come across something that seems weird or makes them 

uncomfortable, they should click the site closed and 

inform the nearest adult. 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, exists to call students into a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active 

discipleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them 

to be effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel 

Lutheran School strives to direct the educational experi-

ences of its students, while developing their talents to 

their greatest potentials, so that they may fulfill God's 

BOARD MEETINGS:  The Board of Christian 

Child Development Center will meet on Wednesday, 

April 9th at 6:00 p.m. Christy Garnhart is the  CCDC 

board director.  The Board of Christian Day School Ed-

ucation will hold  meetings Monday April,  21st at 5 

PM.  John Wichmann is the director of the board.  Both 

groups meet in the library.   

LENTEN CHAPEL & WORSHIP SERVICES:   

April 2nd & 3rd will be the days that 1st and 2nd grad-

ers sing. The 8th Grade Last Supper Drama will be on 

April 9th & 10th; the 7th graders will support them.  

Chapel services are at 8:50 a.m. on Wednesdays; Wor-

ship services are at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays.          

School News 
News Worth Noting 

 
SSAC INPUT INVITED 
All members of Immanuel Lutheran Church and all school fam-

ilies are invited to participate in an online survey which is being 

conducted in advance of the SSAC (Strengthening Schools and 

Congregations) visit.  Please see the PRINCIPAL’S PAGE for 

details about this visit.   

In order to participate in this survey, congregation members and 

school families can access it by going to:  ssac-lcms.org.  Near  

the bottom of that page please find your category: Congrega-

tional Member or  School Parent.  After  making your  selec-

tion your password is the Freeport Zip Code:  61032 

You do NOT have to be a part of one of the Focus Groups to 

share your opinions/thoughts by completing this survey.  You 

are encouraged to complete the survey even if you are part of 

one of the Focus Groups. 
 All surveys must be completed no later than Sunday, April 6! 

 

OLD MAGAZINES??  Mrs. Truckenmiller is seeking 

current and old issues of: Disney Adventures, Sports Illustrated 

for Kids, National Geographic World, Highlights, Guideposts 

for Kids, Zoobook, Ladybug and Spider.   Bring them to the 

school office or 2nd grade classroom. 

 

WORLD BOOK ONLINE:  Immanuel students and their 

families can use the online version of the World Book Encyclo-

pedia free of charge by going to  

http://www.worldbookonline.com/?subacct=J2140. The access 

ID is “immanuelfreeport”. The password is “lancers”.    This is 

a great reference for Academic Fair projects. 

CHANGE IN SCHOOL CALENDAR DAYS OFF: 

Previously scheduled early dismissal days on April 8th and 

May 8th, both Tuesdays will now be full days of school.  In 

addition May 29th will be a full day of school.  This was 

previously a “no school” day.  This is due to the number of 

snow days we have experienced resulting in school cancel-

lation.  There will be bus service as District 145 is also 

having full days. 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/?subacct=J2140
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Kindergarten-  

The kindergarteners are very excited to be leading chapel 

on April 23rd.   They will be teaching everyone the lesson 

we can learn from Joshua in the Bible.  He learned God 

had a plan even though things were not working out the 

way he thought it should.  Families and friends are all 

invited to chapel at 8:50am.  The class has been learning 

how to tell time on the hour and half hour.  They have 

had fun making their own clocks to tell time.  The chil-

dren are getting ready to start a unit on money.  They 

have been learning about their bodies and how God has 

made each part work together.  The class will be excited 

to do some spring activities and will learn about Jesus 

‘great love for us through his death and resurrection.  

 

1st Grade -   

The first grade class is busy learning how to be an au-

thor.  They have studied the different parts that go into 

writing a story and are now creating their own.  They 

have finished their unit on fractions and we are now 

moving on to learning about tens and ones.  The first 

grade class is  also beginning a new unit in English about verbs.  They 

are really working hard on their reading.  The first graders are now 

working on different aspects of reading throughout their 

day.  They can choose to read to themselves, read to 

someone, work on writing, listen to reading , or work on 

word work.  This is a big deal for our class!  I am very 

proud of their progress. 

 

2nd Grade - 

It will soon be Academic Fair time at Immanuel Lutheran 

School.  This is a time for all students from Kindergarten 

through eighth grade to become experts on one topic.  In 

second grade, our theme is Ecology-Caring for God’s 

World.  I have discovered that this is a topic that the stu-

dents can relate to and are very passionate about.  Wouldn’t it be great 

if we raised a whole generation of kids who were excited about taking 

care of our planet! The students create this project and report at home 

and then share their expertise with their classmates and schoolmates 

on May 6th. This is a wonderful opportunity to invite grandparents, 

aunts and uncles and  prospective new families to tour our school. 

 

3rd Grade -  

New Quarter-new starts!  The third grade is start-

ing a new social studies unit on the geography of 

different communities.  They can compare them to 

our own community here in Freeport.  In math the 

new chapter is on multiplication factors of 6 to 9.  In science, 

the class is finishing up a section on reptiles and amphibians.  

The topics the students will be researching for Academic Fair 

have been chosen from the many choices of Arctic and Antarc-

tic animals and events.  ‘Loving our neighbors as ourselves’ is 

the new set of lessons in religion.  The class also copied some 

of the Lenten banners that hang in the sanctuary. 

 

4th Grade -  

The fourth grade is working hard.  In religion the 

students are learning about loving your neighbor as 

yourself while they study the second table of the 

Law.  The class is also learning about the Illinois 

in social studies and the oceans in science.  Their 

reading theme is titled “Problem Solvers” and has selections 

about people solving a variety of problems.  In math the stu-

dents are learning about fractions and in English they are learn-

ing about adverbs and prepositions.  The students have begun 

their academic fair state projects. 

 

5th Grade - 

The fifth graders have finished their study of the 

petitions of the Lord’s Prayer.  They will now be 

studying the Apostles Creed. They are starting 

with the first article about God the Father and will 

be looking at the attributes of the Father.  In math they are 

learning greatest common factor, least common multiple, 

equivalent fractions, and reducing fractions which they will use 

in the next chapter as they add and subtract fractions.  The con-

stitution is the topic for social studies class. They will be learn-

ing about the function of each branch of the government.  Force 

and motion is the topic in science class.  They are having fun 

completing experiments to learn about these scientific princi-

ples.  The fifth graders will be starting their second novel of the 

year for reading class.  They will be reading Hatchet by Gary 

Paulsen.  It is an exciting story of survival.  The fifth graders 

have also started their academic fair projects.  Each student has 

chosen and will be researching a country from Central or South 

America.  Then they will create an alphabet book with all of the 

information that they have learned.   

 

6th Grade - 

The sixth graders have had a busy March. In math, 

the sixth graders have been studying geometry. 

They also got to celebrate National Pi Day on 3/14. 

 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

 

Academic Fair 
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have been chosen from the many choices of Arctic and Antarc-

tic animals and events.  ‘Loving our neighbors as ourselves’ is 

dents are learning about fractions and in English they are learn-

equivalent fractions, and reducing fractions which they will use 

The con-

stitution is the topic for social studies class. They will be learn-

Force 

The fifth graders will be starting their second novel of the 

Each student has 

chosen and will be researching a country from Central or South 

Then they will create an alphabet book with all of the 

The celebration included an experiment, singing, and, of 

course, eating pie! In English, the sixth graders reviewed punc-

tuation. In reading, the sixth graders have been reading fiction 

and nonfiction stories about space and the ocean. They conclud-

ed their unit by creating news broadcast of an ocean or space 

discovery we read about. In science, the sixth graders studied 

weather. They learned all about air masses, fronts, severe 

storms, and how to forecast weather. In religion, the sixth grad-

ers finished their study of the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer and 

discussion the works and ways of the devil. In P.E., the sixth 

graders have participated in Presidential Fitness testing. They 

have to complete specific requirements for sit-up, push-ups, 

shuttle run, sit and reach, and the mile to acquire National (50th 

percentile) or Presidential (85th percentile). The sixth graders 

concluded the month of March with the Iowa Basic Tests.  

 

7th Grade - 

The 7th graders are studying verb tenses in Eng-

lish.  In literature, they are studying poetry.  In 

math they are busy learning about statistics. In Sci-

ence, they are studying the cardiovascular and res-

piratory systems. 

 

8th Grade -  

In English, the 8th graders are learning all about 

verbals, verb forms not used as verbs: gerunds, in-

finitives, and participles.  In literature, the focus 

will be poetry.  In math they are  studying statistics. 

In Science, they are learning all about power and work! 

 

Academic Fair -  6th, 7th, and 8th Grades- 

Students are working diligently on their Academic Fair pro-

jects.  They have had their first meeting with their advisors 

where they discussed their topics. Note cards and outlines are 

due on Thursday,  April 17th, rough drafts of their papers are 

due on Friday, April 25th, and the final copy of their papers are 

due on Monday, May 5th with the rest of their display being due 

on Tuesday, May 6th.  Just a reminder, that if the student has a 

computer generated display, that needs to be up and running by 

the 5th also to avoid any last minute problems on the morning of 

the fair. 

OTHER NEWS… 

 

 

 

What is TADS? 

 TADS is an online service that will handle our admis-

sions, enrollment, financial aid and billing (in lieu of 

Smart Tuition) processes. 

 

When will enrollment kick-off for current students? 

 We are hoping to launch it during the week of April 7th. 

 You will receive an e-mail announcement about the kick-

off with step-by-step instructions. 

 

What happens if I do not have access to a computer with 

Internet access? 

 Paper forms will still be available for use by people with-

out Internet access. 

 

What advantage will there be for me, as a parent, related 

to enrollment? 

 From year to year you will not need to resubmit infor-

mation that has not changed. 

 You will enter all information on-line without receiving 

enrollment related paperwork at two different times – 

now and in July/August 

 You won’t have to worry about misplacing or losing 

most enrollment papers, simply go to our website and 

click on the TADS link or go directly to TADS 

(mytads.com).  

 You will be able to proceed directly from the enrollment 

module to the billing module to select your billing plan 

and also straight to the financial aid module. 

 You will be able to pay your registration fee on-line ra-

ther than making a trip to the school to pay it. 

 On call support will be available. 

 

What changes will I see related to financial aid? 

 There will be a $30/family charge to request financial 

aid.   This fee will be payable online. 

 You will no longer have to submit confidential infor-

mation to the school office 

 

What changes will I see related to billing? 

 You will access it through a new company but many of the 

features that you have become accustomed to, such as online 

payment will still exist. 

 Myra Mullen can answer more questions about this portion of 

TADS. 
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 The Gift of Positive Feelings 

  

One of the most important gifts 

you can give your child is a 

positive self-image.  A child 

with good feelings about him-

self or herself is much more 

likely to feel fulfilled socially, 

personally, and in the world of 

school and work than a child 

with a negative self-image.  With a positive self-image, 

your child will face new situations with courage, deal 

with problems well, and be able to take risks. 

All of us want these things for our children, but we do 

not always know how to encourage our children to de-

velop in these ways.  To a great extent, your child's self-

image is a reflection of the feelings that you and others 

have communicated to your child.  If you communicate 

to your child that you think your child is smart, fun to be 

with, and cooperative, that is the perception your child 

will have of himself or herself.  If you communicate by 

your actions that your child never measures up in any 

way, your child will develop a negative self-image.   

You need to be careful to have realistic expectations of 

your child based on your knowledge of child develop-

ment.  In addition, you need to be honest in dealing with 

your child.   

No parent likes to make his or her child cry, and all of us 

would rather avoid a temper tantrum than deal with 

one.  Sometimes a tantrum cannot be avoided because 

the child simply will not comply.  Allowing the child to 

"have his or her way" to avoid a tantrum is often the eas-

iest way out of a difficult situation at that particular mo-

ment.  Generally you end up paying for that sometime in 

the future when you really need compliance, and the 

child refuses to comply again. 

In order to help your child develop a positive self-image, 

some of the following suggestions may be helpful. 

i. In disciplining your child, take care to indicate your 

disapproval of the behavior, not the child.  To accom-

plish this, avoid saying,   "Susie, you were terrible at the 

store today."  It would be better to say,   "I don't like it 

when you complain at the store if I do not buy you 

something.  If you want to go with me, you'll have to 

learn not to argue if I don't buy you what you want.  If 

you do, you can stay home.  You can let me know what 

to do the next time I am getting ready to go shopping." 

ii. Be consistent in disciplining your child.  When you 

make a rule, you need to stick to it.  Children will appre-

ciate it if you react to them in consistent ways, even if 

they do not always get their way. 

iii. Picking your battles is important.  What clothes your 

child wears to preschool is not important compared to 

eating a nutritious breakfast and being ready to leave the 

house on time.  Some things you cannot compromise on 

and other issues have more 'wiggle room.' Good luck 

deciding which are which! 

iv. Honor your child on special days like birthdays, or 

the day he or she learns to ride a bicycle, or learns to tie 

his or her shoes. 

v. Help your child to develop initiative by treating his 

or her suggestions as worthwhile and important.  When a 

problem arises, ask your child how he or she thinks the 

problem should be resolved.  If your child shows poor 

judgment, help your child think through the consequenc-

es of such an action.  

  

It is not harmful to remind a child what happened the 

last time a poor choice was made.  Even three year old 

can begin to understand and reason within these guide-

lines.  Your children are not born knowing how to navi-

gate choices.  They need to learn through trial and error 

and be guided by their parents and caregivers.  A good 

foundation in the early years will grow as the child 

grows, and a poor foundation will need to be adjusted in 

the future.  A poor self-image will not clean itself up 

magically    You will go a long way to establish a posi-

tive self-image when you spend genuine time with your 

child. 

From the CCDC  

Child Development Center 815-232-3443   
1964 W. Pearl City Road Freeport, IL 61032 

Email: syarzak@ourgodwithus.com  Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 
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Pre-K3—The Pre K 3 class waited and waited for 

spring weather to come.  The children spent time out-

side looking for signs of spring.  Eventually they saw 

mud, birds, and green grass.  It was also a sign of 

spring when the children did not need to wear hats and 

mittens to school.  The best sign of spring was when 

the boys and girls were able to swing on the big play-

ground.  When the children return from spring break 

they are hoping the flowers they planted in cups in the 

classroom will have sprouted. 

The children learned about bears and penguins.  They 

learned what each animal liked to eat and where they 

lived.  They also learned that polar bears and penguins 

live far away from each other. 

The children are working hard to recognize the sounds 

that letters make.  The children are also working hard to 

understand that they can only control their behavior and 

not how their friends behave.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K4-The month of March seemed to fly by in the 

Pre-K 4 classroom. We started the month learning 

about our five senses. We got to touch, smell, feel, 

hear, and see many different things. We also talked 

about how we use are senses every day and how we can 

use them to honor God. Then as we headed into spring, 

we began learning about animals and pets. We talked 

about how God made lots of different kinds of animals 

each with their own purpose. Each student also got to 

bring in a picture of their own pets from home to share 

with the class. We then made a graph to show which 

pet we had the most of. Dogs of course were the clear 

winner on our graph, but it was fun to hear about all the 

pets we have at home that we love so much. Another 

exciting event for our class came on the first day of 

spring. Back in the middle of winter, the four year old 

preschoolers each made their own bears and caves for 

them to live in. We then put our bears into hibernation 

for the long winter. I then told the class on the first day 

of spring we could wake them up from their long win-

ters nap. It has been a much anticipated event and after 

a lot of waiting, each student finally got to wake up 

their bear and take it home, which made them all very 

happy. We also had a visit from a sneaky leprechaun on 

St. Patrick's Day. He came into our room while we 

were out and made a mess in our classroom! It was a 

pretty fun surprise for the preschoolers and was all they 

could talk about for weeks after. Overall, the preschool-

ers have been very busy but having a lot of fun. We are 

looking forward to the weeks ahead as we are nearing 

the end of the school year and getting prepared for Kin-

dergarten.       

CCDC News 

The SAY room has been enjoying the anticipation of improving weather. We have gotten 

outside a few times this past month to play kickball and tag on the playground! Spring 

Break was enjoyed by all the children! We were able to walk to Carl Sandberg School to 

play on their playground for a change of scenery. We also had fun in the gym on those less 

than perfect days of weather. The children performed the “CUP SONG” and had a lot of 

fun. We will be doing a few Easter projects the month of April. Last but not least, make 

time to check out the bulletin board at the entrance to our preschool. The children spent a 

whole day on this and we are really proud of all the efforts to celebrate Spring! Surely 

GOD has blessed all of us! 



 

12  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pauline Meyer 

 

Joel Ruthe 

 

Deb Welser 

2 

Tricia Halter 

 

Suzi Meyerhofer 

 

Mason Pauley 

3 

Betty Miller 

4 

Kim Boldt 

 

Allen Schoup 

5 

Elsie Kunz 

6 

Grant Holman 

7 

Cade Geiken 

 

Richard Jacobs 

 

Emily Kohlbauer 

 

Lauren Witte 

8 

Andrew Barker 

9 

Amy Meyer 

10 11 12 

Benjamin Welser 

 

 

 

13 

Jeffrey Cutler Jr. 

 

Carol Gray 

14 

Joshua Hasting 

 

Carol Schweder 

 

Steve Wollny 

15 

Paige Barker 

Randy Fisher 

Dave Manson 

Mackenzie Marti 

Cathy Schopf 

Heidi Stingley 

16 

Christy Garnhart 

 

Ron Schneider 

 

Tony Scholten 

 

Bill Spathies 

17 

Bob Schweder 

18 19 

Connie Witte 

20 

Addison Tiesman 

21 

Vicki Mueller 

 

Barb Wilson 

 

 

22 

Lindsey Wildes 

23 24 

Dianne Richter 

 

Joshua Warner 

25 

Mirissa Erdman 

 

Sarah Wichmann 

26 

Amanda Jahnke 

27 

Tyler Hintz 

28 

Mary Baier 

29 

Christian Eilders 

 

Ellen Schoup 

30 

Janice Confer 

 

Grace Julius 

   

April Church Member Birthdays 
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Lectionary Readings for April 

For the sick 

O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only help in 

time of need, look with favor upon Your servant(s) name(s). 

Assure him/her/them of Your mercy, deliv-

er him/her/them from the temptations of the evil one, and 

give him/her/them patience and comfort in-

him/her/them illness. If it please You, restore him/her/them to 

health, or give him/her/them grace to accept this tribulation 

with courage and hope; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

For those undergoing surgery 

Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayers on behalf of Your serv-

ant(s) name(s) as he/she/they undergoes (undergo) surgery. 

Bless him/her/them with faith in Your loving kindness and 

protection. Endow the surgeon(s) and the medical team(s) 

with ability and skill so that, according to Your will, this sur-

gery may bring Your servant(s) to a full restoration of health 

and strength; for You live and reign with the Fath and the Ho-

ly Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

For one near death 

Eternal Father, You alone make the decisions concerning life 

and death. We ask You to show mercy to Your servant name, 

whose death seems imminent. If it be Your gracious will, re-

store him/her and lengthen his/her earthly life; but if not, 

keep him/her in his/herbaptismal grace and in Your abiding 

care. Give him/her a repentant heart, firm faith, and a lively 

hope. Let not the fear of death cause him/her to waiver in con-

fidence and trust. At Your chosen time, grant him/her a peace-

ful departure and a joyous entrance into everlasting life with 

the glorious company of all Your saints; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. 

Prayers from the Hymnal 

Lent Apr. 6 Fifth S. in Lent Ezek. 37:1–
14 

Psalm 130 Rom. 8:1–11 John 11:1–45 
(46–53) or 
John 11:17–
27, 38–53 

Holy 

Week 

Apr. 13 Palm Sunday, 
Sunday of the Pas-
sion 

Is. 50:4–9a Psalm 118:19–
29 or 31:9–16 

Phil. 2:5–11 John 12:12–19 
(Palm Sunday 
Procession) 
and Matt. 
26:1—27:66 or 
Matt.27:11–66 
or John 12:20–
43 

 Apr. 17 Holy (Maundy) 
Thursday 

Ex. 24:3–11 
or Exodus 
12:1–14 
  

Psalm 116:12–
19 

Heb. 9:11–22 or 
1 Cor. 11:23–32 

Matt. 26:17–30 
or John 13:1–
17, 31b–35 

 Apr. 18 Good Friday Is. 52:13—
53:12 

Psalm 22 or 
Psalm 31 

Heb. 4:14–16; 
5:7–9 

John 18:1—
19:42 or John 
19:17–30 

Easter Apr. 20 The Resurrection of 
Our Lord – Easter 
Sunrise 

Ex. 14:10—
15:1 

Psalm 118:15–
29 or The Song 
of Moses and 
Israel 

1 Cor. 15:1–11 John 20:1–18 

 Apr. 20 The Resurrection of 
Our Lord – Easter 
Day 

Acts 10:34–
43 or Jer. 
31:1–6 

Psalm 16 Col. 3:1–4 Matt. 28:1–10 

 Apr. 27 Second S. of Easter Acts 5:29–42 Psalm 148 1 Peter 1:3–9 John 20:19–31 

 May 4 Third S. of Easter Acts 2:14a, 
36–41 

Psalm 116:1–14 1 Peter 1:17–25 Luke 24:13–35 


