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Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 

mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 

Britta is the first member of the LCC Kare-9 Military Min-

istry since its inception in August 2014 to reside in Free-

port.  She is partnered with Immanuel member and vet-

eran, Dale Sasse.  They are both currently in training. 

 

The LCC Kare-9 Military Ministry is dedicated to bringing 

the Proclamation, Compassion and Mercy of Christ Je-

sus to military, veterans, and their families. 

 

Britta's Bible verse is 

Psalm 59:17,"You are my 

strength, I sing praise to 

you; you, God, are my 

fortress, my God on 

whom I can rely.” 

 

Britta's namesake brave-

ly served the Army as a 

member of the 25th In-

fantry Platoon Scout 

Dogs during the Vietnam 

War. She was killed in 

action on November 28, 

1968. 
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Mark your Calendar for 

“Immanuel Christmas Bazaar” 

on December 6th from 10 am – 

3pm in the Church Fellowship 

Hall.  Please stop by to find that 

special Christmas gift from our  

many booths that will be selling 

many craft items, original art, 

Rico’s salsa, Pampered Chef and 

vitamins.   

Stop by and enjoy friends, shop-

ping, cookies and hot drinks while 

you browse or buy!  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

SUPPORT OUR LANCERS:  Fri-

day and Saturday, December 5 

and 6 is our JV Lancer Invitational.  

Stop in and support our Lancers.   

The boy’s will play their first game 

Friday at 7:00 PM. 

 

SHARE THE SEASON JOIN THE 

CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS CAR-

OLING:   Please consider shar-

ing your time and talents with 

those who are unable to be out 

and about.  The Adult Choir will be 

assisting carolers on Monday, De-

cember 8.  We will meet at church 

at 5:30 PM.  ALL AGES ARE 

WELCOME!  Contact Diane Diet-

meier (915-990-2303) or Vickie 

Lashinski (815-266-3657) if you 

have questions.  

FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE:  All 

families (of every age) are invited to 

participate in the advent family ser-

vice on December 7th during the 

10:30 service. There will be a variety 

of stations for children ages 3-10 to 

engage in. Please join us as we pre-

pare to celebrate Christ’s birth. 

 

 

CONCORDIA:  Concordia Society 

(Ladies Afternoon Group) will meet 

Wednesday, December 3 at 11:30 

AM in the Fellowship Hall.  Hostess-

es are Linda Gustafson and Faith 

Worrall.  Devotions: Pastor Switz 

(Isaiah 43:7), God creates what?  

$2.00 gift for Bethesda (Freeport 

Home), Free Will Offering.  We will 

also talk about our plans for Pan-

cake Day on January 24. 

 

 

FIDELES:   The Fideles Circle will 

meet on Tuesday, December 2 at 

6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for 

their Christmas Party.  Kathy Bro-

khausen, Jane Julius and Audrey 

Spahr are the hostesses.  Bring your 

favorite cookies to exchange and 

enjoy music with Diane Dietmeier. 

 

 

YOUNG AT HEART:  The Young 

at Heart will have their Christmas 

Dinner on Thursday, December 

11th (one week early) in the Fel-

lowship Hall at 11:30 AM.  The 

meal will be catered by Vicki 

Mulder and will consist of swiss 

steak, ham, mashed potatoes, 

corn, strawberry pretzel salad, 

dinner rolls, pies and coffee.  The 

cost is $11.  Money and reserva-

tions are due to Bob or Faith 

Worrall by December 7.  Enter-

tainment will be music by Diane 

Dietmeier’s music students. 

 

 

FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE:  

All families (of every age) are in-

vited to participate in the advent 

family service on December 7th 

during the 10:30 service. There 

will be a variety of stations for 

children ages 3-10 to engage in. 

Please join us as we prepare to 

celebrate Christ’s birth. 

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OP-

PORTUNITIES:  There will be 

two family services on Christmas 

Eve at 4:00 and 6:00 PM.  There 

will be a candlelight worship ser-

vice with communion on Christ-

mas Eve at 11:00 PM. 

mailto:rschultz@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
mailto:wschwichtenberg@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
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December 2014 Stewardship Newsletter 

Article 
 

 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us” (John 1:14). God became man; he took on 

human flesh, so that men would once again 

dwell with God. In the fullness of time, the 

Son of God from eternity became a part of his-

tory to be born under the law in order to re-

deem those under the law. Christ came from 

heaven above to earth below for us men and 

for our salvation. He who knew no sin became 

sin so that we would be declared righteous in 

God’s sight. He was defiled so that we would 

be cleansed. He was born so that we would not 

die, and He died for us so that we would live 

in Him. He took upon Himself everything that 

rightfully belongs to us—sin and death—and 

in exchange gave to us everything that right-

fully belongs to Him—righteousness, life, and 

the status as the sons of God.  

 

This is what we celebrate in Advent and at 

Christmas. We celebrate the coming of our 

Lord to save us from sin, death, and hell. We 

celebrate that God in Christ cared for us in 

body and soul, for He came not only to recon-

cile us to the Father by taking away our sin, 

but also to redeem us from death and hell so 

that we would live with Him in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  

 

In a sermon on Acts 6 for St. Stephen’s Day, 

preached on December 26, 1522, Martin Lu-

ther said this: “From this story we learn in the 

first place how a Christian community should 

be constituted. In addition, we have a true pat-

tern of spiritual government that the apostles 

here provide. They care for souls, occupy 

themselves with preaching and prayer, and yet 

also see to it that the body is cared for; for 

they suggest several men who are to distribute 

the goods, as you have heard. Thus the Chris-

tian rule is concerned for the people in body 

and soul, so that no one suffers want . . . that 

all were richly fed and well cared for in both 

body and soul.”  
 

And this is one reason we give to the church. 

We give so that people will see the church not 

just as a place that cares for souls, that for-

gives sins, but also a place that cares for the 

body. For the church is a place of mercy. It is a 

place where we inhale God’s mercy and loving 

kindness through the Word and the Sacraments 

for the forgiveness of our sin. And it’s a place 

where we exhale the mercy we received there 

in love and service to our neighbor. The 

church cares for both the body and the soul.  

 

The church is not so heavenly minded that it 

forgets those in need on earth. In fact, it cares 

for the needs of this body and life precisely 

because it is heavenly minded. We seek to do 

what God has done for us. The church is so or-

dered that it does both. 

 

Giving to the church is a responsibility given 

to those who are the church. This can some-

times be difficult. But it is also a great joy. For 

in giving to the church we are giving back to 

God for His use for others what He has first 

given to us. In giving to the church, we partici-

pate in God’s work here in time for all eternity. 

In giving to the church, we who are heavenly 

minded do what God has done for us: dwell 

with those who live in a fallen world and care 

for them in both body and soul. Let us, then, in 

this most joyous season of the church year, 

dwell not on the struggles in giving, but rather 

on the joy set before us in caring for body and 

soul as God in Christ has done for us.  
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November was truly a month of service for the children and youth of Immanuel.  Upon hearing that the Freeport Area 

Church Cooperative pantry had closed it’s doors due to a lack of food, the Immanuel Jr youth, along with the Cheerleading team 

went door to door in the neighborhood surrounding Immanuel to gather donations for the pantry.  In one afternoon of collecting, they 

were able to gather an entire car full of food.  That food, in conjunction with food drives around Freeport (including the students of 

Immanuel’s food drive) collected enough food for the pantry to reopen it’s doors in time for this holiday season.  The children of 

Route 252 also participated in service this month.  After learning about Jesus’ call to minister to the lonely, lost, hungry, thirsty, and 

more, the children colored pictures and wrote notes for many of our church’s shut-ins.  The recipients of the pictures were prayed for 

and the kids hoped that these pictures would bring joy in the midst of this season. 

 The month of December is a time meant for preparing to celebrate the birth of our Savior as well as doing just that – cele-

brating!  In Route 252 we will be learning about the meaning of advent and why we have to prepare for Jesus’ coming.  The High 

School Youth will study several key players in the Christmas story at their Bible study this month (December 4, 6:30, at Culver’s).  

The Jr High Youth will take a look at how Jesus’ coming fulfills the law without negating it in confirmation.  All youth will come 

together to celebrate the birth of Christ on December 14th in the fellowship hall at 6:00 (following confirmation).   

  It is my hope that each and every member in Immanuel would join me in praying for our children and youth, asking 

that God would guide their lives in a way which pleases Him and draws them ever closer to His presence especially during this 

Christmas season.  

In His service, 

Amanda Jahnke 

Our Fifth Graders and our 

Kare—9 Dogs honored vet-

erans and celebrated 

America on Veteran’s Day 

with a special chapel mes-

sage. 
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 The Sacred Invitation 

Have you ever not received an invitation?  

That wedding that you did not get invit-

ed to.  The big party that you were re-

miss of being invited.  Perhaps the 

Thanksgiving or Christmas celebration 

that seemed to be lacking your presence.   

In all of the above examples, what is the 

common theme?  You knew you weren't 

invited.  You might not know the reasons 

behind your lack of invitation, but never-

theless you know that the gathering was 

lacking your presence.   

This is a problem only within the fellow-

ship of believers.  Only within those who 

identify themselves as belonging to the 

body of Christ will someone feel the ne-

glect of an invitation.  We see this in the 

early Church as Paul chastises the Church 

in Corinth for the practices surrounding 

the Lord’s Supper.:   

1 Corinthians 11: 17-22  

The Lord’s Supper 

17 
But in the following instructions I 

do not commend you, because when you 

come together it is not for the better but 

for the worse. 
18 

For, in the first place, 

when you come together as a church, I 

hear that there are divisions among you. 

And I believe it in part, 
19 

for there must 

be factions among you in order that 

those who are genuine among you may 

be recognized. 
20 

When you come to-

gether, it is not the Lord’s supper that 

you eat. 
21 

For in eating, each one goes 

ahead with his own meal. One goes hun-

gry, another gets drunk. 
22 

What! Do you 

not have houses to eat and drink in? Or 

do you despise the church of God and 

humiliate those who have nothing? What 

shall I say to you? Shall I commend you 

in this? No, I will not. 

 

It is apparent that some were receiving a 

greater invitation to the Lord’s Supper than 

others.  Those who were invited to the Table 

last were being neglected in the Grace of 

Christ’s Church.   

Who are you neglecting in the church?  

As stated before, it is only those in the 

church (in the fellowship of believers) who 

will feel or know the neglect of invitation.   

When talking to a person who attends a 

different congregation in our community, I 

asked him why he attends the church he 

does.  His response was because he went for 

a few weeks and then stopped.  The very 

week he stopped attending, some folks from 

that fellowship of believers came to see if he 

was ok.  They did not wait to see if he would 

be back or not, or wait to see if it was just 

one week..  The very week he missed, they 

came to see if he was ok.  He said he figured 

if they cared enough to know he was gone, 

then he knew they really wanted him there. 

In our fellowship of believers do you care 

enough to visit someone when they miss 

worship?  You may have excuses and appre-

hensions about doing this, but really your 

excuses are pitiful when it comes to the reali-

ty of what you are compromising.  Worrying 

about whether or not someone will think you 

a bother is inconsequential compared to the 

person knowing they were missed.   

So, who is missing the invitation of wor-

ship?  Who is being overlooked?   Why are 

you waiting for someone else to call on 

them?  Why aren’t you inviting them? 

As I wrote, people outside the fellowship 

of believers do not even know they have 

missed the invitation.  Therefore, as our at-

tention turns to those outside of the church 

we must understand that they know nothing 

of the open invitation to worship.  The de-

sire to be present in worship is not there and 

it will not be there unless someone goes to 

them and invites them. 

Romans 10:14-17: 

14 How then will they call on him in 

whom they have not believed? And how 

are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to 

hear without someone preach-

ing? 15 And how are they to preach un-

less they are sent? As it is written,“How 

beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the good news!” 16 But they 

have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isai-

ah says, “Lord, who has believed what 

he has heard from us?”17 So faith comes 

from hearing, and hearing through the 

word of Christ.  

Scripture is clear that people who have 

not heard the Good News will not know 

what they are missing and really will not even 

care.  They will go about their lives with no 

regard for the missed invitation.   

If our expectation this Advent is that peo-

ple who are not in church have somehow 

missed the invitation, then we (you) had bet-

ter ensure that they get the invitation.  This 

invitation comes with your time and real 

concern.  It is not easy and takes more than 

and simple passing of words.  Some people 

in the fellowship of believers will go this 

Advent without coming to worship and will 

confide in themselves that “they must not 

really care that I am not there.”  Others who 

are not in the fellowship of believers will not 

even know that an invitation is missed.   

So give yourself a pedicure in the coming 

days and be the messanger of the greates invi-

tation a person will ever receive.  This invita-

tion is to be a part of the fellowship of be-

lievers in Christ.  This pedicure comes 

through your inviting for as the Scripture 

says, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those 

who preach the good news.” 

 

Rev. Richard O. Schultz 

Senior Pastor 
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Principal’s Points 
Immanuel Lutheran School - Freeport 

Immanuel Lutheran School is a ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church -  Freeport 

1964 Pearl City Road, Freeport  IL  61032                         815/232-3511                         www.ourgodwithus.com 

How is Immanuel School 

doing?   

Immanuel’s mission is, “to call students into a personal 

relationships with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation and to equip them to be ef-

fective witnesses in the community.”  So, how are we doing?  

The students, faculty and staff are living out this mission daily.  

Students are active in chapel leadership and have presented the 

message at two Thursday night church services.  The sixth 

through eighth grade students presented the Gospel through their 

“Live Out Loud” chapel and Thursday worship service.  The 

fifth graders presented two moving tributes to our Veterans 

through their Veteran’s Day Chapel and Veterans Day Thursday 

Night Worship Service.  The students could not have done such 

a great job presenting the message if it were not for their dedicat-

ed teachers.  In December, Immanuel students will continue to 

present the Gospel at selected Thursday night worship services.  

Immanuel also responded to the need of FACC Food Pantry.  

First, some of our youth, led by their chaperones went door to 

door to collect food items.  The school’s food drive collected 

1,660 non-perishable food items for FACC.  Immanuel’s teach-

ers meet daily for devotions.  During devotion time, teachers 

pray for those in Immanuel family as well as those whose needs 

are made know to us.  If you have a prayer request let us know 

and we will certainly pray for you.   

 Immanuel’s mission also is “to direct the educational 

experiences of its students, while developing their talents to their 

greatest potentials, so that they may fulfill God’s plan for service 

in our world.”  So, how are we doing?  The chart below contains 

a summary of the results of the Iowa Test of Basic Skills tests 

which were administered in the Spring of 2014.   

 

 

 

Scores are Class Composite Percentile Ranking.  A score of 70 

means the class as a whole scored at least as well or better than 

70% of the National Norm Group.     

  

There is room for improvement and Immanuel is committed to 

improve these scores.  One of the ways that Immanuel will show 

improvement is through a Curriculum Review Process which 

will begin in January of 2015.  In the next five years the entire 

Immanuel curriculum will be reviewed, revised and rewritten.  

Textbooks will be purchased to achieve the goals of the new 

curriculum.   Math will be the first curriculum rewritten and text-

books will be adopted that will align to the new curriculum.  The 

new math textbooks will be in place for the 2015-2016 school 

year 

 

Immanuel is committed to a School Improvement Plan.  So, how 

are we doing?  The School Strategic Goals were shared at the 

Parent/Principal/Pastor Forum in September.  If you would like a 

copy of that Power Point, please contact Mr. Green.  The presen-

tation painted a broad plan of school improvement, which has 

since been narrowed down with a specific timeline that will be 

presented to the entire Immanuel community in the coming 

months.     

  December 2014 

Immanuel equips students for lives of discipleship and service. 

Grade Read-

ing 

Language 

Arts 

Math Social 

Studies 

Sci-

ence 

First 70 55 68     

Second 73 67 76     

Third 62 66 45 59 65 

Fourth 59 73 43 66 62 

Fifth 72 82 68 75 70 

Sixth 58 70 54 57 63 

Seventh 62 81 59 73 67 

Eighth 59 75 55 53 59 

School 

Average 

64 71 59 64 64 
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Keep Our Children Safe  

“Reminder of the Month” 

Parents are reminded that students are not to 

be in the building after hours without adult su-

pervision.  Therefore, if your child is not here to 

participate in team athletics with their coach  or 

working with a teacher after hours they should 

have an adult with them.    Unsupervised stu-

dents will be asked to call a parent. 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, exists to call students into a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active 

discipleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them 

to be effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel 

Lutheran School strives to direct the educational experi-

ences of its students, while developing their talents to 

their greatest potentials, so that they may fulfill God's 

plan for service in our world." 

BOARD MEETING: The Board of Christian Day  

School Education will hold their meeting Monday,  De-

cember 8th at 5 PM in the school library. John Wich-

BOOK FAIR: Mark your calendars now for the 

annual Book Fair! Fair will be held Thursday January 

22nd and Friday January 23rd from 330-5 PM and all 

day January 24th at Pancake Day.  

LANCER INVITATIONAL: ILS hosts an an-

nual JV Basketball Tournament (4-6th grades)  start-

ing at 4:30 PM on Friday, December 6th and all day 

Saturday, December 6th.  This tournament will feature 

many girls’ and boys’ teams from throughout the area.   

Please  support ILS and it’s teams by cheering on our 

team!   This is a fun event for the entire Immanuel 

family.  Opportunities exist to volunteer at the admis-

sions table, at the scorekeeper’s table and at the con-

cessions stand.  To volunteer contact Jared Shepard at 

(630)643-7437.   

School News 
News Worth Noting 

SINGIN’ AT THE KING CENTER:  Immanuel stu-

dents will be performing along with other area school choirs at 

FHN’s Singin’ at the King on Thursday, December 11th. Stu-

dents should meet Mrs. Dietmeier at 5:15 at the King Center 

and they will sing at 5:30. 

THE GEOGRAPHY BEE:   The top two classroom bee 

participants from each class, grades 4-8,  will compete in the 

school National Geographic Society Bee to be held at 1 PM in 

the Immanuel Lutheran School gym on Wednesday, December 

17.  The winner of that competition will take a test that might 

qualify him or her for the state bee to be held in Chicago.  The 

national bee takes place in Washington, D.C. in the spring.  

Classroom participants will be announced  prior to the school 

bee.  Parents are encouraged to attend. 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS DAYS OFF:  The 

Christmas Holidays will begin on Saturday, December 20th 

and school will resume on Monday, January 5th.   The CCDC 

will be closed December 24, 25,  and January 1st.  

Parents must sign up for the days they need care by 

calling Tina Rubin at 815-232-3511.  During the 

Christmas vacation, only the church office is open.  

Also, January 19th there is no school in honor of 

Christmas Programs 

On December 3 at 8:50 am and Thursday, December 4 

at 6:30 pm, grades 3,4, & 5 will be performing Hotel 

Bethlehem & 8th will be playing bells. The 1st &  2nd 

grades will be singing and 7th graders will be playing 

bells for their programs on December 10 at 8:50 am and 

Thursday, December 11th at 6:30 pm.  All Christmas 

concerts will take place in the church sanctuary.  All are 

welcome. 

 

The pre-school and kindergarten will be singing and 6th 

graders will be playing bells on Wednesday, December 

17 at 8:50 a.m. and Thursday, December 18 at 6:30 

p.m. Anyone who wants to get into the Christmas spirit 

needs to come to one or both of these performances!  
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Kindergarten-  

The kindergarteners had fun learning about the Pil-

grims voyage on the Mayflower and the first 

Thanksgiving.  The class has been learning about 

the five senses God has given us to enjoy his won-

derful world.  The children have been doing a super 

job in their reading groups and are learning to sound out new 

words each week.  The class is excited for the start of advent 

and all they will do to prepare for the birth of Jesus!  They have 

been working hard and are looking forward to performing their 

Christmas play on December 17th in chapel and De-

cember 18th at the 6:30 church service.  Families and 

friends are all invited to both performances.  The 

children have so much to be thankful for and would 

like to wish everyone God’s richest blessings this 

Christmas! 

1st Grade -  

Christmas time is here and the first graders are so excit-

ed.  They will be participating in a musical on Wednes-

day, Dec. 10th and Thursday, Dec. 11th.  They will also be 

getting the chance to go caroling.  In Math, they are 

 doing addition and subtraction.  The first graders are 

learning the short “a” sound, and they are working very 

hard in their reading groups.  They will be studying pen-

guins throughout the month of December. Most importantly 

we are learning about the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

2nd Grade - 

November was a month filled with blessings all 

through-out the school!  God was praised through 

an awesome student musical. Veterans were hon-

ored through an inspiring service at chapel and 

church.  The scent of chili and the feel of school 

spirit filled the air on Chili Day.  The needy were helped 

through a successful food drive.  These are just the “BIG” 

blessings!  Smaller, but just as important blessings, were hap-

pening every day too.  Student friendship were strengthened, 

new concepts were learned, and good health prevailed through-

out the school!  God has truly blessed us at Immanuel this 

month.  As the calendar turns to December our blessings will 

continue and we will strive to please our Lord through our ser-

vice, attitude, and talents. 

3rd Grade -  

December is the time for third, fourth, and fifth graders to get 

the honor of leading the worship of our Savior’s birth by pre-

senting a musical!  “Hotel Bethlehem” will allow us 

to use our voices and dancing to proclaim the great-

est birthday ever.  The students are practicing hard 

and sure hope you will be able to come and be re-

minded of our Lord and Savior who came to re-

deem us.    The other project that the class is busy working on is 

the writing and typing of a Personal Narrative of a real event 

that happened to them.  They are writing, revising, and proof-

reading to produce their best work.  Also, the kids will be creat-

ing an ornament which will be on display on the Immanuel tree 

at the Festival of Trees.  Please go and see it this season.   

4th Grade - 

December is traditionally a busy month.  We will be 

taking a test on The American People in social studies 

and then preparing for the geography bee.  There will 

also be an English test over verbs and a math test over multipli-

cation and division facts.  In science the class is finishing our 

study of insects and in religion they are finishing up a unit on 

the work of the Holy Spirit.  Our reading theme is “American 

Stories” and features stories about different groups of citi-

zens.   The Christmas party will be Friday, December 19 begin-

ning at 2:00 p.m.  Students are asked to bring a suitable gift for 

a grab bag gift exchange.  Boys should bring “boy gifts” and 

girls should bring “girl gifts”.   

 5th Grade - 

Happy Thanksgiving!  The month of November has 

been very busy for the 5th graders.  They finished 

their study of the 10 commandments and are now 

learning about the Lord’s Supper.  The topic in math class has 

been division.  They have learned how to divide by one and two 

digit divisors.  Mammals has been the topic for science class, as 

well as reading class.  They have learned about rodents, ca-

nines, felines, primates, and ruminants.  They have also read 

stories about living in the wilderness and saving sea tur-

tles.  Early colonies has been the discussed in social studies 

class.  The students have covered the first colonies of the Span-

ish, English, French, and Dutch in the new world.  The most 

exciting part of November was Veterans Day.  The students 

created and sent over 45 Veterans Day cards!  They had two 

Veterans come in and share their military experiences through 

stories, pictures, and uniforms.  Britta and Butch, the Kare 9 

military dogs, also visited and explained their ministry to Veter-

ans.  They also got to try on military uniforms from WWII and 

the Global War on Terror.  The fifth graders led the chapel ser-

vice and the church service for Veterans Day.  It was such a 

6th Grade 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 
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deem us.    The other project that the class is busy working on is 

the writing and typing of a Personal Narrative of a real event 

that happened to them.  They are writing, revising, and proof-

reading to produce their best work.  Also, the kids will be creat-

ing an ornament which will be on display on the Immanuel tree 

also be an English test over verbs and a math test over multipli-
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Our reading theme is “American 

Stories” and features stories about different groups of citi-
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Boys should bring “boy gifts” and 

The topic in math class has 

They have learned how to divide by one and two 

Mammals has been the topic for science class, as 

They have learned about rodents, ca-

They have also read 

stories about living in the wilderness and saving sea tur-

Early colonies has been the discussed in social studies 

The students have covered the first colonies of the Span-

The most 

The students 

They had two 

Veterans come in and share their military experiences through 

Britta and Butch, the Kare 9 

military dogs, also visited and explained their ministry to Veter-

They also got to try on military uniforms from WWII and 

The fifth graders led the chapel ser-

It was such a 

special experience for them to honor Veterans.  Thank you to 

everyone who has served our country!  May God bless you! 

6th Grade - 

Winter started way too early, but our learning is just 

warming up.  In math, the sixth graders finished 

their unit in fractions. They can add, subtract, multi-

ply, divide and even solve equations with fractions 

and mixed numbers. They have started reviewing different 

ways to present and organize data. In religion, the sixth graders 

studied what the Bible tells us about the Lord’s Supper. In Eng-

lish, the sixth graders studied adjectives and adverbs. They are 

becoming diagramming experts and are anxious to learn more. 

In reading, they read stories dealing with Growing Up. In sci-

ence, the sixth graders studied Maps and Models of the world. 

They learned how to read topographical maps. In art, the sixth 

graders are continuing their study of the elements of art. In No-

vember, we studied the element of space and color. In P.E., we 

are playing HOCKEY!  In History, they are learning about Mo-

ses and the beginning of Judaism.   

7th Grade - 

In Math, they are learning all about graphing lines 

and functions. In Science, this unit is on inverte-

brates. They will soon be learning about vertebrates and dis-

secting.  In History, they are learning about the electoral col-

lege.  Look for information to come home soon about their 

Springfield trip in December. In English, the 7th graders have 

finished their research papers.  They celebrated with an “I’m 

done with my research paper” party. Next, they will be focusing 

on different styles of writing. In Lit, they are finishing up their 

unit on stories dealing with the natural world.  Their next unit 

will focus on the short story genre. 

8th Grade -  

In English, the 8th graders have finished their re-

search papers.  They celebrated with an “I’m done 

with my research paper” party. Next, they will be 

focusing on different styles of writing. In lit, they are finishing 

up their unit on Americana stories: stories about America, writ-

ten by Americans.  Their next unit will focus on the short story 

genre.  In Math, they are learning all about percentages. In Sci-

ence, they are learning about the many different compounds 

and how to balance equations. In History, they are learning 

about the electoral college. Look for information to come home 

soon about their field trip to Springfield in December.  

OTHER NEWS… 

SCRIP 

Are you planning on buying gift cards for Christmas 

gifts?   Consider using Scrip to buy these.  Scrip cards 

are available for MANY  national and local retailers.   

(Think: Amazon, iTunes, Xbox Live, jcpenney, Cubs, 

Shell, CVS, Jo-Ann Fabric, Applebee’s, Menards, Sub-

way, Walmart, Mobil, KFC, Burger King and Target & 

more!)   If they are purchased through Scrip, a portion 

of the face value  will be donated to the school.   1/2 of 

the school’s portion will be applied to your child’s 

tuition. Order online by going to 

www.shopwithscrip.com  The enrollment code for Im-

manuel is 3FC1A1E411864.    Place your order and then 

bring in your confirmation letter with your money to the 

school.    Place your completed form with your check in 

either the upstairs or downstairs payment boxes.  The 

first turn in date is December 2nd with pick up on De-

cember 9th.  The second turn in date is December 9th 

with pick up on December 16th. 

Have questions?   Call the school at (815)232-3511.  

 

 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


 

10  

 The list I included for the last 

month of the year gives some 

ready responses for handling 

advice not asked for.  The list 

comes from the book, The 

Parent’s Little Book of Lists; 

Do’s and Don’ts of Effective 

Parenting by Jane Bluestein, 

PhD.   

 

The odds are pretty good that as a parent you have been 

given advice.  Relatives may be the worst as they have 

some familiarity with you.  Don’t engage, because if you 

do, you will give the impression the topic is up for dis-

cussion.  Imagine this exchange,  “I noticed Anne cannot 

write her name yet.”   

“No kidding.  Where are you going on vacation this 

year?” 

 

9 Things You Can Say to Detach from Unsolicited Ad-

vice or Criticism About Your Parenting Skills 

“You could be right.”  Then change the subject. 

“Thank you for sharing.”  Then change the subject. 

“No kidding.”  Then change the subject. 

“Boy, I was just thinking that myself.”  Then change 

the subject. 

“I appreciate your concern.”  Then change the sub-

ject. 

“It certainly looks like that, doesn’t it?”  Then 

change the subject. 

“Oh, we don’t have to talk about that right now.”  

Then change the subject. 

“I must have been absent that day.”  Then change the 

subject. 

“Really!  Don’t get me started!”  Then change the 

subject. 

The Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays can be won-

derful times for families to spend time together.  That 

together time can bring stress along with the fun.  Holi-

days are a time when nerves are frayed, expectations are 

high and relationships are tested.  Your sister, your 

mother, your father-in-law may offer parenting sugges-

tions you do not want to hear.  Sometimes the best way 

to defuse a potential conflict is to simply agree with the 

advice giver.  Be aware of a tendency to become defen-

sive, make excuses, accuse the other person of being in-

vasive or make explanations to secure the other person’s 

approval.  Keep mind that nearly everyone gets advice 

relative to parenting, so do not take this advice personal-

ly.     Changing the subject makes it clear that you don’t 

care to discuss the problem further so be ready with 

some of the suggestions above to acknowledge the ad-

vice and move on.  

I hope all your conversations over the holidays are 

pleasant and remember that you know your family the 

best.  Trust your instincts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the CCDC  

Child Development Center 815-232-3443   
1964 W. Pearl City Road Freeport, IL 61032 

Email: syarzak@ourgodwithus.com  Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 
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Pre-K3—The pre-k 3 class has been very busy and 
learning a lot. We spent this month with the overlying theme 
of thankfulness. We learned the bible story about the ten 
lepers and how they were all healed but only one came 
back to thank Jesus. We also made our own thankfulness 
turkey. We used our handprints as feathers to list all the 
things that we have to thank God for. We also learned 
about the letter T-- like in the words thankfulness, Thanks-
giving, and turkey. With Thanksgiving right around the cor-
ner, we also did several fun related activities including play-
ing turkey bingo, playing in a thanksgiving themed sensory 
table, making handprint turkeys, and even making our very 
own turkey hats. To add to the fun, we ended the month 
with a class Thanksgiving “feast.” We had several snack 
foods and juice, where we were able to eat and give thanks 
just as the pilgrims did. While we had lots of fun this month, 
we overall learned that there are many things in our lives 
that we can thank God for.  

 

 

Pre-K4-The Pre K 4 class learned the differences between 
owls and bats.  The children were surprised to learn that 
bats are good creatures to have around because they eat 
so many bugs every night.  The children had fun trying to 
use their sense of hearing the same way owls do.  Every-
one had fun hanging upside down for a little while.  

The children have spent much of the month learning about 
the trip the Pilgrims took from England and how they got 
ready for life in a new place.  They made boats in the class-
room and made them sail in a big tub of water.  All of the 
children thought it was too many days to spend in a 
boat.  The boys and girls enjoyed playing games that Pil-
grim children played more than 100 years ago.  The Pilgrim 
children played with nuts and sticks which is pretty different 
from toys they have now. 

The children have been concentrating on learning two let-
ters, M and B.  They visited the baptismal font and saw the 
banner that tells everyone, "I have called you by 
name.  You are mine." 

The same day that moms and dads were voting in Freeport, 
the preschoolers were voting for their favorite kind of 
corn.  They had four choices:  caramel corn, corn on the 
cob, popcorn and candy corn.  Would you be surprised to 
know that candy corn was the winner?  

The boys and girls heard the Bible story of Naaman.  They 
were glad that the servant girl knew what to do and that 
Naaman had faith to do what he was told.  The children just 
finished learning about Daniel and his night with the li-
ons.  Many of them shared times they knew God was 
watching out for them when they could have been hurt. 

The preschoolers have so many things to be thankful for, 
especially their parents and others who love them.  They 

CCDC News 

The SAY room has had a lot to be thankful for this year! We have had some great successes in our room! 

We are getting homework done, learning more about Jesus, and developing great manners! Happy Thanksgiving! 

    ‘Tis almost the season! GOD Bless His Son! The month of December begins a festive atmosphere to all the goings on. 

The SAY room is no exception to the excitement! We will focus on the reason for the season through both devotions and 

all our projects we will work on this month! One of the projects I would like to amp. up in the SAY room is a continued 

food drive for F.A.C.C. The school did a terrific job of helping to replenish the food pantries in our area but I feel the need 

still remains throughout the winter months, as well as all year round. We will continue to collect in the SAY room. The 

children in the SAY room may mention that we have secret projects for our parents, but don’t tell them! As we go into this 

wonderful Christmas time of year I would encourage all of us to take time to reflect on what it really means. The Lord was 

sent so we could all share the knowledge of our God’s love for us! 

  I would like to also thank all the parents in their continued efforts to use our new sign in process in the C.C.D.C.! We 

continue to work out the bugs in the system with all your help and input! 

                           God’s Greatest Blessing to you and your families during this wonderful season! 

                                          Merry Christmas and Happy holiday times for all! 

                                                                                             SAY Room Director, Tina Rubin 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Jamie Burchell 

 

Melissa Hayunga 

 

2 

Annette Austin 

 

Alanna Kloepping 

 

Evan Ruthe 

 

Warren Simmons 

3 

Amanda Bamberg 

4 

Everleigh Davis 

5 

JoAnn Black 

6 

Lucas Hill 

 

Pam Schlosser 

 

 

7 

Anna Wichmann 

8 

Isabell Collier 

 

Brad Davis 

 

Craig Schroeder 

 

Jackson Heimer 

 

Keith Stanton 

9  

Phillip Kostenba-

der 

 

Amy Rapp 

 

Andrea Schweder 

10 

Rob Schlosser 

 

Terence Schlosser 

 

Vicki Toepfer 

11 

Bob Dixon 

 

Bob Maxwell 

 

Kate Stevens 

12 

Jonah Ehlers 

 

Naomi Kruger 

13 

Brenda Condor 

 

Dennis Howe 

 

Heather 

VanHeeren 

 

14  

Ann Burlingame 

 

Trinity Lutz 

 

Nolan Richter 

 

Evie Stingley 

15 

Mary Ann Frank 

 

Victoria Hill 

 

16 

Gwen Carter 

 

Blake King 

 

Katie Larson 

17 

Kirsten Frautschy 

 

Jennifer Rowe 

 

David Sieberns 

 

Deb Workman 

 

 

18 

Michael Boeck 

 

Sydney Hayunga 

 

Roger Julius 

 

Cathy Roberts 

 

Mike Wilson 

19 

Jami Cregan 

 

Natasha Lei 

 

Kirk West 

20 

Jim Clay 

 

Tracy Clay 

 

Brian Head 

 

Beulah Klaus 

 

21 

Stephen Levitski 

 

22 

Ali Reedy 

 

 

23 

Bob Greenwaldt 

 

Jennifer LeBaron 

 

Linda Medler 

 

David Reid 

 

Cassandra Tipton 

24 

John Nesler 

25 

Chance Green-

field 

 

Tina West 

 

 

26 

Nelson Julius 

 

Rebekah Luedtke 

 

Jessica Schneider-

man 

27 

Bryan Rudolph 

 

28 

Carter Schopf 

 

 

29 

Zachary Newby 

 

30 

Kristiana Clay 

 

Lindsey Halter 

 

Mary Lei 

 

Michael Witte 

 

31 

Christopher Cre-

gan 

 

Randy Gill 

   

Month Church Member Birthdays 
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Lectionary Readings for Month 

Thanksgiving at end of day  

Gracious Lord, we give You thanks for the day, 

especially for the good we were permitted to 

give and to receive. The day is now past, and 

we commit it to You. We entrust to You the night 

and rest in Your peace, for You are our help, 

and You neither slumber nor sleep. Hear us for 

the sake of Your name. 

Protection during the night  

Lighten our darkness, O Lord, and by Your great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 

this night; for the love of Your only Son, our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

For the Holy Spirit  
Almighty and everlasting God, of Your great 
mercy in Jesus Christ You have granted us for-
giveness of sin and all things pertaining to life 
and godliness. Send us Your Holy Spirit that He 
may so rule our hearts that we, being ever 
mindful of Your fatherly mercy, may serve You 
in holiness and pureness of living and may 
give You continual thanks for all Your goodness; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Prayers from the Hymnal 

ADVENT Nov. 30 First S. in Advent Is. 64:1–9 
Psalm 80: 

1–7 
1 Cor. 1:3–9 

Mark 11:1–10 or 
Mark 13:24–37 

  Dec. 7 Second S. in Advent Is. 40:1–11 Psalm 85 2 Peter 3:8–14 Mark 1:1–8 

  Dec. 14 Third S. in Advent Is. 61:1–4, 8–11 Psalm 126 
1 Thess. 5: 

16–24 

John 1:6–8, 

19–28 

  Dec. 21 Fourth S. in Advent 2 Sam. 7:1–11, 16 
Psalm 89:1–5 
(19–29) 

Rom. 16:25–27 Luke 1:26–38 

CHRISTMAS 
Dec. 24 

Eve 
The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 7:10–14 

Psalm 110: 

1–4 
1 John 4:7–16 Matt. 1:18–25 

  
Dec. 24 

Midnight 
The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 9:2–7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11–14 

Luke 2:1–14 

(15–20) 

  
Dec. 25 

Dawn 
The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 62:10–12 Psalm 98 Titus 3:4–7 

Luke 2:(1–14) 15–
20 

  
Dec. 25 

Day 
The Nativity of Our Lord Is. 52:7–10 Psalm 2 

Heb. 1:1–6 

(7–12) 

John 1:1–14 

(15–18) 

  Dec. 28 Christmas 1 Is. 61:10—62:3 Psalm 111 Gal. 4:4–7 Luke 2:22–40 

  Dec. 31 

Eve of the Circ. and 
Name of Jesus 
(New Year’s Eve) 

Is. 30:(8–14) 15–
17 

Psalm 90: 

1–12 
Rom. 8:31b–39 Luke 12:35–40 

  Jan. 1 
Circumcision and Name 
of Jesus 

Num. 6:22–27 Psalm 8 Gal. 3:23–29 Luke 2:21 


