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Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 

mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 

ESSENTIALS:  We know you are busy.  

That is why we are having a worship ser-

vice to fit into the busyness of life.  On 

Monday’s from 6:30 to 7 PM we will have 

a worship service with communion.  Just 

the basics.  We call it “Essentials.”  It 

starts on February 3rd in the Sanctuary.  
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A congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

Church 815.235.1993  * Fax 815.233.9158  *  School 815.232.3511  * Day Care 815.232.3443 

www.ourgodwithus.com  
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SOUND SYSTEM HELP NEEDED:  

We need help to operate the sound 

and video equipment.  It is not difficult 

and it can be fun.  You can do this as 

a family.  You can do this to serve the 

Lord.  Please sign up at the welcome 

center in the narthex or call Curt Hol-

lister at 815-541-2976.  Thank You, It 

is a joy to serve. 

 

TV MINISTRY:  Our Thursday night 
television ministry on Comcast Cable 
TV channel 17 continues each week 
at 7:30 p.m.  Comcast informed us 
that they had problems with the equip-
ment in late December and early Jan-
uary and there were glitches in the 
broadcasts being received by some.  
They informed us that these glitches 
have been dealt with and that the pro-
grams now continue.  If you have any 
questions about our weekly broad-
casts, please talk with Pastor 
Schwichtenberg. 

 

INTROSPECT:  Do you have dates 
that you regularly reserve for Intro-
spect sponsorship?  Please call the 
church office (815/235-1993) or talk 
with Pastor Schwichtenberg or Jen-
nifer Martin if you do.  Sponsorship for 
the weekly broadcasts (8:30 a.m. on 
Sundays on WFPS-FM 92) are $36.  
“We” also have programs on Thanks-
giving Day ($72) and Christmas Day 
($72) broadcast from 8:00-9:00 a.m. 

 

PRAYER VIGIL: The prayer vigil for 
February will be on Thursday, Febru-
ary 20 from 8 AM until 5 PM.  The 
church will be open for you to come 
pray whenever it fits into your day.  
Pastor Schultz will lead whoever is in 
attendance with special prayers at 8, 
12 and 4.   

MENS FISHING AND GOLF RE-

TREAT:  The men of the congregation 

are planning their annual retreat to 

Camp Luther, May 13-15.  $110 in-

cludes food and lodging, additional costs 

for transportation.  This annual retreat 

has been a blessing to the men that 

have been able to attend in the past.  

Contact Jeff Martin at 815-990-8193 if 

you are interested. 

 

SECRET RECIPES FEBRUARY 20:  
Pastor Schultz and Pastor Schwichten-
berg are unlocking their secret recipes 
for the Immanuel faculty and the Young 
at Heart group with their annual Pan-
cake and Biscuits and Gravy breakfast 
being served on Thursday, February 20.  
The faculty/staff will be served at 8:00 
a.m. and the Young at Heart adult fel-
lowship group (open to all adults) will be 
served at 9:30 a.m.  Music during the 
Young at Heart breakfast (free-will offer-
ing) will be provided by the children of 
the school under the direction of Diane 
Dietmeier.  Come and enjoy pancakes, 
biscuits and gravy, sausage, ap-
plesauce, juices, coffee, fellowship and 
more! 

 

2ND ANNUAL LANCER TWILIGHT 

CLASSIC:  2nd Annual Lancer Twilight 

Classic 3k run/walk   Friday March 21st at 

6:30PM.   Scenic 1.86 mile run/walk through 

the campus and surrounding neighbor-

hoods.  Fun for the whole family.   Last year 

we had 189 participants ranging from 3 years 

old to 76 years old.   Backpacks to the first 

250 entries.  Medals and trophies to the top 

finishers.   $14 pre-entry fee, $10 for Imman-

uel students.  Contact Dave Brobst at 541-

3460 or dbrun68@gmail.com for more infor-

mation or if you would like to volunteer to 

help that night. 

 

 

 

NURSERY:  The nursery service 

during worship times will be starting 

soon.  This vital ministry needs capa-

ble and competent individuals willing 

to serve God by aiding in the worship 

service at Immanuel.  We are asking 

that this be a stewardship of service 

and a part of your worship life on 

Sunday’s you are scheduled.  We 

would encourage you to worship in 

one service and serve in this way in 

another.  Please let Pastor Schultz 

know if you are able to serve in this 

way.  Thank you. 

SHALOM:  Our Shalom Commun-
ion services (with the Lord’s Supper 
served in the pews) are offered on 
Wednesday, February 19 at 11:00 
a.m. and Wednesday, March 19 at 
11:00 a.m.   

 

LENTEN SOUPS:  Once again we 
are having soup luncheons during 
the season of Lent.  They will be held 
each Wednesday for six weeks, be-
ginning on Ash Wednesday, March 
5.  The soup luncheons are in the 
Fellowship Hall before and after the 
12:15 services.  If you would like to 
help by serving a crock pot of soup, 
please sign up on the clipboard in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The soup luncheons 
will be held March 5, 12, 19 and 26 
and April 2 and 9. 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  Our Men’s 
breakfast Bible study is held each 
Saturday from 7:00-8:00 a.m. at the 
Landmark Restaurant, One East 
Main, in the upper room.  We are 
continuing and soon will be complet-
ing our study of the book of Prov-
erbs.  Why not join us for breakfast, 
fellowship, and Bible study?   

mailto:rschultz@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
mailto:wschwichtenberg@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
mailto:dbrun68@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY THOUGHTS  

By Associate Pastor, Willis Schwichtenberg 

 

One traditional hymn that isn’t in any of our 

current hymnals is the hymn, “Trust and 

Obey.”  It’s an old standard that some, I sup-

pose, might not think is terribly Lutheran but it 

does fit in with our theme for the year and, es-

pecially, our February thoughts.  The refrain 

goes like this: 

 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 

Paul wrote to the Galatian Christians who 

were having some trouble in understanding the 

relationship between the Law and the Gospel 

and said, “You were running well. Who hin-

dered you from obeying the truth?”  (Galatians 

5:7)  “Things were going well,” said Paul, “but 

now you seem to be wandering from where 

you need to be.”  I pray that this is not true of 

us.   

 

The words of the hymn, “Trust and Obey” 

were written by John Sammis and the lyrics 

were written by Daniel Towner.  In 1887, just 

following an evangelistic meeting held by 

Dwight L. Moody, a young man stood to share 

his story in an after-service testimony meeting. 

As he was speaking, it became clear to many 

that he knew little about the Bible or accepta-

ble Christian doctrine. His closing lines, how-

ever, spoke volumes to seasoned and new be-

lievers alike.  He said, “I'm not quite sure. But 

I'm going to trust, and I'm going to obey.”  

Daniel Towner was so struck by the power of 

those simple words that he quickly jotted them 

down and then delivered them to John Sam-

mis, who completed the lyrics.  Towner then 

composed the music and the song quickly be-

came a favorite.  Hopefully, our faith is grow-

ing but, hopefully, we can also say, “I'm not 

quite sure. But I'm going to trust, and I'm go-

ing to obey.” 

 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of 

His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us 

still, 

And with all who will trust and obey.  Refrain 

 

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 

But His smile quickly drives it away; 

Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 

Can abide while we trust and obey.  Refrain 

 

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, 

But our toil He doth richly repay; 

Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross, 

But is blessed if we trust and obey.  Refrain 

 

But we never can prove the delights of His 

love 

Until all on the altar we lay; 

For the favor He shows, for the joy He be-

stows, 

Are for them who will trust and obey.  Refrain 

 

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His 

feet. 

Or we'll walk by His side in the way. 

What He says we will do, where He sends we 

will go; 

Never fear, only trust and obey.  Refrain 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-
LAWS CHANGES:  At the 
Annual Meeting held on 
Monday, February 3rd the 
congregation passed the 
changes to our Constitution 
and Bylaws.   

 

What does this mean?  It 
means we will change how 
things get done around here.  
It will mean less meetings 
and more ministry.  It will 
mean a more timely re-
sponse to concerns.   

 

The changes will not take 
effect until we receive final 
approval from the synod.   

 

In addition the congregation 
passed in November the 
switch from a calendar year 
budget to a fiscal year budg-
et which will run from July– 

June to more accurately be 
able to reflect what is hap-
pening in the school. 

Final copies of the revisions 
are available on our website.    

 

CALL COMMITTEE UP-

DATE:   

I would like to take this op-

portunity to update you on 

our search for a candidate to 

call as our Administrator for 

the Education Ministry here 

at Immanuel.  This group 

has been meeting for rough-

ly three weeks and in that 

time we have searched the 

LCMS data base for candi-

dates and are in the process 

of interviewing this group of 

potential Administrators.  It is 

hoped that we would com-

plete these phone interviews 

by 2/6 after which we will in-

vite the top two candidates 

to visit our campus and do a 

more in-depth evaluation.  

God willing we would hold a 

congregational meeting on 

Sunday 3/2 and present our 

recommendation for issuing 

a call.  Should you have any 

questions on this process 

please feel free to contact 

John Wichmann, Joyce 

Sasse, Larry Luy or Pastor 

Ros.  In the meantime 

please pray for this commit-

tee, the candidates and this 

process as we seek God’s 

will in our school. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
January was a cold and snowy month, but I am looking forward to all of the 
plans we have for February.  The youth will be engaging in service by making 
and delivering valentines to the residents of Liberty Village.  This aligns with 
the board of youth's goal to create servant leaders who serve their communi-
ties in Christ's name.  Also coming this month is our annual President's Day 
ski trip.  This is an experience that combines our Jr and Sr youth and allows 
them to have some fellowship time together.  Through each of these experi-
ence we pray that our youth will build stronger relations with God and with 
each other. 
 
In His service, 
Amanda Jahnke 
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NID's Mike Zimmer: Lutheran Educa-

tion Opens Doors for Mission NID's 

Mike Zimmer:  

By Diane Strzelecki 

For new district Mission Facilitator Mike 
Zimmer, education is a family tradition. 
His father, Dr. Al Zimmer, served Con-
cordia University Chicago as education 
professor and Academic Dean. His 
mother was a third grade teacher at St. 
Paul Lutheran School in Chicago’s Nor-
wood Park area. Not only did Mike 
Zimmer become a Lutheran school 
teacher – as did his brothers Mark and 
Marty – but his two daughters, Stephanie 
and Amanda, both became Lutheran ele-
mentary school teachers. Mike’s wife, 
Jenifer, also teaches and just joined the 
staff at St Peter Lutheran School in Ar-
lington Heights, Illinois. 

Zimmer says his parents were very inten-
tional about their spiritual responsibility 
to their students. "They always told us 
that the number one reason for being in 
the classroom was to share the Gospel,” 
he says. "They felt it was their job to 
help students know Jesus and teach them 
how to talk about Jesus to their friends.” 

After graduating from Walther Lutheran 
High School in Melrose Park and study-
ing at Concordia University Chicago, 
Zimmer received a call to teach at St. 
John’s, Lombard, where he did his best 
to live out his parents’ advice. 

Four years later, he received a call to 
Omaha, Neb., to focus on youth ministry 
at a church without an elementary school 
– a complete change from his previous 
position. 

Many of the nearly 200 students in that 
ministry did not come from a Lutheran 
background or have the knowledge base 
normally developed in a Lutheran school 
setting. Yet they were fully immersed in 
God’s mission. During Zimmer’s tenure 
there, students brought in 17 friends who 
were eventually baptized. 

"They might not have had Bible verses 
memorized, but they were pursuing their 
friends for Christ,” he remembers. And 
Zimmer finally understood what his par-
ents really meant. 

"They were trying to tell me that while 
education and instruction are essential, 
they are not the primary focus of God’s 
mission,” he says. "Education comes in 
second to God’s real purpose for the 
Christian educator, which is to reach 
those who do not know Christ.” 

Zimmer plans on bringing this focus to 
his new position, as he coaches princi-
pals, teachers, and early childhood staff 
as well as other commissioned workers at 
NID churches and schools. He is excited 
about the potential that schools and early 
childhood centers have for carrying out 
the Great Commission. 

"There are great opportunities for devel-
oping new believers in early childhood 
centers especially, as parents often con-
sider the religious early childhood center 
as a stable, safe place that upholds a 
higher moral code,” he says. "There, as in 
an elementary school setting, the natural 
relationship and trust that develops be-
tween teachers and parents can grow into 
numerous opportunities to talk about 
Law, Gospel and grace.” 

Zimmer would like to advance the con-
cept of mission intentionality in the way 
teachers, church workers, and early child-
hood staff think, plan, and act in line 
with the Great Commission. 

"I can tell you what I think about Jesus, 
but what I do both every day and in crisis 
helps you learn what I really think about 
Jesus,” he explains. "We can share and 
build on an authentic witness of our 
struggles and final surrendering to 
Christ.” 

Zimmer is currently developing a panel 
of regional advisors to schools and work-
ing out a plan to develop strong pastor-

and-principal relationships, which he 
feels will help both church and school re-
imagine their mission in the community. 

"I definitely would like to encourage 
churches and schools together to think 
more about what they can do outside 
their walls to have a more external fo-
cus,” he says. "We are great at organizing 
and working at servant events, but I 
would really like to see schools and 
churches building relationships in the 
community.” 

Zimmer’s daily schedule often includes 
talking to church workers or leaders in 
transition, whether they are shifting their 
roles in the church, or the church itself is 
shifting its role in the community. He 
suspects his greatest learning curve will 
be adjusting to the differences in educa-
tion between Illinois and Minnesota, 
where he served on staff in education and 
mission formation for the LCMS Minne-
sota South District. 

In his spare time, he enjoys fishing, refin-
ishing furniture, and spending time with 
family at their cottage in Canada. And 
despite living outside of Illinois for much 
of his career, he is an avid fan of all Chi-
cago sports teams. 

Zimmer notes that his new position reso-

nates with his previous roles as youth 

ministry director, teacher, principal, and 

on a district staff. "I always tell people in 

any role to consider how God is going to 

use them to accomplish his mission,” he 

says. "My job is not about just passing 

along information, but encouraging, 

equipping and empowering people to 

know and live the teaching of Jesus and 

showing others how to do the same.”  
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NATIONAL LUTHERAN 

SCHOOLS WEEK 
Because of severe weather and school cancellations, 

much of NLSW has been postponed until the week of 

February 3.  Those events that have been postponed, 

but will be enjoyed a week late are:  all-school devo-

tions in church each morning, participating in the Lu-

theran Hour Ministries virtual mission trip to Kenya, 

and various “dress up” days.  Mrs. Lyvers’ sixth 

grade classroom will be conducting a live Skype visit 

with a sixth grade classroom at Trinity Lutheran 

School in Racine, WI. 

 If you would like to view the LHM virtual 

mission trip at home, you may do so at the following 

URL:  new.livestream.com/lhmtv   Last year’s virtual 

mission trip to Thailand is also archived at that same 

site.  These are each 30-minute segments which were 

originally telecast live. 

 On the Friday before NLSW, January 24, 

grades five through eight students rode chartered bus-

ses to Concordia University – Chicago for a day of 

interacting with students from many other Lutheran 

schools.  The cost of the busses was a donation. 

 

SSAC PROCESS STARTED 
On January 24 a member of the Strengthening Schools 

and Congregations team spend the day on site to get a 

preliminary “pulse and temperature” reading in order to 

firmly decide first if the visit will move ahead and sec-

ondly to help him determine what the expertise of the 

team members needs to be.  As of this writing Mr. 

Pfeiffer has not heard back from the SSAC director. 

 Rev. John Kelling, who was the advance team 

member on site, shared that when SSAC comes into a 

congregation/school to do a diagnostic visit the invest-

ment on the part of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn-

od is approximately $10,000.  Our investment is a $500 

deposit which will be returned at the end when they de-

termine that we have followed their recommendations. 

 The funds to support this initiative are gener-

ously donated to the LCMS by the Marvin Schwan 

Foundation.   

 You may also see another name for the process 

since it is in the process of being rebranded as Lutheran 

School Consulting Services. 

 

PRINCIPAL CALL PROCESS 
The Principal Call Committee has met multiple times 

and will continue to do so until the process is complete.  

The committee first met to put together a list of approxi-

mately 30 names which were taken to the congregation 

for approval to form the pool from which the names to 

be considered will be taken.  The committee then nar-

rowed that list to a group of nine candidates whom they 

felt could be considered.  Then each was sent a commu-

nication asking if they were willing to allow their name 

to be considered by Immanuel.  At this point five de-

clined the opportunity to be considered, which leaves 

four on the “prime list” now.   

 The next steps include telephone interviews for 

the purpose of narrowing the list even further to possi-

bly only two candidates.  At that point there may be 

face-to-face interviews conducted before the congrega-

tion will be asked to extend a call to one of them. 

 Pray that the Lord of the Harvest will provide 

the right person for Im-

manuel as we move into 

the future. 

 

February 2014  

Immanuel equips students for lives of discipleship and service. 
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Keep Our Children Safe  

“Reminder of the Month” 

Seasonal colds & influenza are prevalent this time 

of year.  If children are experiencing; symptoms of 

fever, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy noses, 

headache or chills it means they should stay home.    

School policy states that students who have a fever 

are to not return until they have been fever free for 

24 hours.  If they have had vomiting or diarrhea, 

they are not to return until 24 hours after the last 

episode.   

Parents may want to talk to their health care pro-

vider about the yearly influenza vaccine for 

their child. 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, exists to call students into a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them to be 

effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel Lutheran 

School strives to direct the educational experiences of its 

students, while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they may fulfill God's plan for service in 

our world." 

BOARD MEETINGS:  The Board of Christian Child 

Development Center will meet on Wednesday, February 13h at 6:00 

p.m.  Christy Garnhart is the  CCDC board director.  The Board of 

Christian Day School Education will hold  meetings Monday,  Feb-

ruary 3rd and February 17th  at 5 PM.  John Wichmann is the direc-

tor of the board.  Both groups meet in the library.   

SPELLING BEE: The school bee will be held on 

Wednesday, February 12 at 1:00 p.m. in  the gym.  

MUSIC COMPETITION:  Sev-

enth and eighth grade students will 

be participating in the District IV Illinois 

Grade School  Music Association’s  Music 

Competition at West Carroll Middle School  on Satur-

day, February 15th.  What a wonderful way to showcase 

the talents that God has given our students!.   

School News 
News Worth Noting 

TRI-STATE:  Immanuel’s 52nd annual Tri-

State basketball tournament featuring teams from 

Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa.  Games begin on Fri-

day, March 9, and continue through Sunday after-

noon.  A special worship service will be held Saturday evening 

at 5:30 pm.. The cheerleading competition will be on Sunday at 

11:00 a.m., and the basketball tournament resumes at 1:15pm. 

IN-SERVICE HALF DAY & PRESIDENT’S 

DAY: Thursday,  February 13 will be a half day with bus ser-

vice.  Dismissal will be at 11:45. On Monday, February 17, 

there will be no school. It is Presidents’ Day,  Child care is 

available on both days.  Sign up in the CCDC or contact .  Mrs. 

Yarzak at 

 232-3443. 

FUN FAIR & COMMUNITY  OPEN HOUSE:  Do 

you know somebody that might want to attend Im-

manuel?  Invite them to the Open House on Tuesday, 

February 11 from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m At the 

same time, the Parent-Teacher League will be 

sponsoring a Fun Fair for the children on Immanuel 

and their families on. There is no cost.  If you would 

like to donate a cake for the cake walk or wrapped candy for 

prizes, please bring them to the school kitchen the morning of 

the event.  Have fun and show off our school at the same time! 

BOOK FAIR:  The Book Fair was a success this year.  We 

sold over $3,300.  A big thanks to Megan Vinney for oversee-

ing this event.   We also thank the other Book Fair Volunteers:  

Susan Albright, Kristie Stewart, Marvin & Monica Baier, 

Amanday Bradbury, Marcett Dickmann, Er & Kelly Weiand 

and Mrs. Truckenmiller.  

CHAPEL:   Parents are always welcome to attend chapel on 

Wednesdays at 8:50 a.m.  The chapel on February 5th will be 

led by the 1st grade class.  The 3rd grade class will lead chapel 

on February 19th. 

Re-Registration  

for the 2013-2014 school year will begin in February.  

Watch for further information. 
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Kindergarten-  

The kindergarteners are very excited to be hosting the 

100th day of school celebration on Thursday, February 

6th!!  Every child in grades K through 4 is asked to 

bring a food item to be brought to the Salvation Ar-

my.  It will be great to share our celebration with 

those in need!  The class is also looking forward to celebrating 

Valentine’s Day with a classroom party on Friday, February 

14th.  The children will have lots of fun and are asked to bring an 

addressed and signed valentine for each classmate.  The 

class will be learning about two very important presi-

dents this month.  It will be interesting to learn about 

their lives and all they did to make the United States 

what it is today.  The kindergarteners have been busy 

learning about measurement, and are learning to sound 

out many words to read.  In religion they have been learning not to 

be afraid because God is always with us just as he was with his 

disciples during the storm on the water.         

1st Grade -   

The first grade class has been very busy.  They are 

preparing for leading Chapel, which will be on Feb. 

5th.  They will also be celebrating 100 Days of 

school.  This is always a very exciting day.  Starting in 

Mrs. Larson's room with the k-4 and celebrating in our room all 

day long.  They will be using their counting skills to make trail 

mix, participating in centers and making "100 year old 

me" pictures.  

 The beginning of the Olympics is here and the First Graders will 

join in the fun of learning about these historical 

games.   They will also be having a Valentine's party on 

Friday, February 14th.  President's Day is Feb. 17th.  In 

honor of this day, we will take that week to study some 

presidents.  This month is definitely filled with plenty 

of fun learning activities.  

2nd Grade - 

The cold weather has put a damper on several sched-

uled celebrations lately for the second- graders.  This 

weather delayed our Christmas celebration, several 

birthday celebrations, and National Lutheran Schools 

Week. The Hundredth Day of School just keeps slip-

ping further and further away. We sure have a lot of celebrations 

in second- grade, don't we?  Missing so many special celebrations 

makes me realize how good and rich our lives are.  We truly have 

something to celebrate each day.  We can celebrate the life that has 

been given to us through our Savior, Jesus. So in the days ahead 

we are going to celebrate our warm school and homes, the love of 

our family, the differences of our classmates, and the ability to 

learn to read, write and do arithmetic! Thank you Jesus for all of 

our celebrations - big and small. 

3rd Grade -  

God’s word is powerful in both Baptism and Holy 

Communion.  All the benefits of these two sacraments 

are the subject of discovery in third grade.  Having 

their own Bible is such a blessing at this age where it 

is possible to read more of God’s words on their own.  

Coming up, the third graders will have, in class, a fun chance to 

write and publish a creative story in the Young Author program.  

The class will be learning to use pre-writing, writing, proofread-

ing, and creating a final copy for an audience.  The children love 

to be an author with a ‘book’ to have read by others!  The concept 

of multiplication is making more sense to the class as they use 

plates and beans to show multiple equal groups.  You can ask a 

third grader to show you how to figure out a product (total) of a 

simple multiplication problem at home. 

4th Grade -  

The fourth graders have been busy in the new 

year.  They are studying the Means of Grace in reli-

gion.  They are learning how to multiply larger numbers 

in math and are practicing correct capitalization and 

punctuation in English.  In reading the class has begun 

the novel A Long Way from Chicago.  The Northeast Region is 

the focus of their social studies right now and in science the class 

is learning about matter and weather.  The students are also com-

pleting a biography project.  Each student is reading about a differ-

ent famous person and then writing a report and drawing a portrait 

of that person.   These will be on display in the hallway in Febru-

ary.   

5th Grade - 

The fifth graders are studying the Lord’s Prayer in 

religion class.  They are looking at the meaning of 

each petition and how it applies to their lives.  They 

have also been talking about prayer in general and 

how to have a prayerful life.  They put this into prac-

tice by participating the prayer vigil in church.  Geometry is the 

topic for math class.  They are learning how to use protractors and 

how to classify angles and shapes.  In reading they are learning 

about encounters people have with animals. They have read about 

grizzly bears and the golden lion tamarin.  The students are prac-

ticing their punctuation skills in English class.  Events leading up 

to the American Revolution is the topic for social studies class.  

They have discussed the French and Indian War, the Sugar Act, 

the Stamp Act, and the reasons the colonists protested.  The stu-

dents are learning earth science in science class.  They have 

learned about the layers of the earth and are learning about earth-

quakes and volcanoes.  The students attended the Lutheran 

Schools Week Rally at Concordia Chicago on January 24.  They 

had a great time! 

 

6th Grade 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 
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Coming up, the third graders will have, in class, a fun chance to 

write and publish a creative story in the Young Author program.  

writing, writing, proofread-

ing, and creating a final copy for an audience.  The children love 

to be an author with a ‘book’ to have read by others!  The concept 

of multiplication is making more sense to the class as they use 

plates and beans to show multiple equal groups.  You can ask a 

third grader to show you how to figure out a product (total) of a 

The Northeast Region is 

the focus of their social studies right now and in science the class 

The students are also com-

Each student is reading about a differ-

ent famous person and then writing a report and drawing a portrait 

These will be on display in the hallway in Febru-

Geometry is the 

They are learning how to use protractors and 

In reading they are learning 

about encounters people have with animals. They have read about 

The students are prac-

Events leading up 

to the American Revolution is the topic for social studies class.  

They have discussed the French and Indian War, the Sugar Act, 

The stu-

They have 

learned about the layers of the earth and are learning about earth-

The students attended the Lutheran 

They 

6th Grade - 

January has blown by. With the time the sixth graders 

have been together, they have been busy at work. In 

religion, the sixth graders have been studying the peti-

tions of the Lord's Prayer. In English class, they have 

begun working on the process of writing a research pa-

per. They are researching the Danish Resistance during World War 

II. In reading, the sixth graders are reading biographies and autobi-

ographies of "Dreamers and Doers". In math, the sixth graders are 

working with integers. In science, the sixth graders are studying 

the movement of ocean waters which includes the study of waves. 

In P.E., the sixth graders are playing pickle ball.  Our upcoming 

history unit is about the ancient Greeks.  Learning about the Olym-

pics and hearing some classical myths will be highlights of this 

unit.  

7th Grade - 

Seventh graders are working with ratios and proportions 

in math. With this they are able to look at similar fig-

ures and scaling up or down.  In science, they are learn-

ing all about themselves through genetics. They have 

learned about Mendel and his peas.  Our colonial life 

unit will end with a take-home essay test.  Next, the class will 

learn about the American Revolution.  Each student will prepare a 

PowerPoint presentation about a related topic. In English, the 7th 

graders are finishing up their unit on pronouns.  The next unit will 

deal with verbs.  In literature, they are finishing up their study of 

nonfiction.  The next focus will be on the novel.  They will be 

reading Johnny Tremain as they study the Revolutionary War in 

history.  They are also competing in the classroom spelling bee to 

find out who will advance to the school bee. 

8th Grade -  

The eighth grade students are learning all about 

geometric figures in math. In science, they are 

learning Newton's Laws of Motion.  Our colonial 

life unit will end with a take-home essay ex-

am.  Then, the class will learn about the American 

Revolution.  Students will prepare PowerPoint presentations 

about related topics.   The 8th graders are studying verbs: action 

and linking, their 12 tenses, and the active / passive voic-

es.  They will be studying the novel next in literature.  It will be 

a cross-curricular study.  As they study the Revolutionary War 

in history, they will be reading the novel Johnny Tremain, a 

Revolutionary War historical novel. They are also competing in 

the classroom spelling bee. 

 

 

 

OTHER NEWS… 

National Assessment of   

Educational Progress  

(NAEP) 

 

 

 

 

Have you heard that Lutheran schools have the highest 

average achievement scores in the nation, compared 

with public and other private school systems?  NAEP is 

the basis for these statements. 

 

NAEP is widely known as The Nation's Report Card.  

You may have seen the reports in the form of what 

fourth graders, eighth graders, or twelfth graders across 

the nation can or cannot do academically.  These reports 

are for various subject areas such as math, reading, writ-

ing. 

 

 The LCMS Director of Schools has made arrangements 

with the people doing the testing so that our Lutheran 

school students can also be included in this testing.  

Hence, Immanuel’s eighth grade students have been in-

vited to participate in this process.   

  

In addition to being included in the national reporting as 

one large number, Lutheran schools are “pulled out” and 

given our own report so there can be a comparison to 

the total national results.  The Lutheran results are for 

our entire system, not per school.   

This “testing” will occur on Thursday, February 27th..  

If you have questions about this, contact Mr. Welton.   
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     The older I get, the less I 

enjoy winter.  I hate putting on 

gloves, and boots and I hate 

wearing hats/  From the time 

we get the first snowflake, I 

start yearning for warmer 

weather.  I do however, get 

great enjoyment from watching 

children play outside in the 

snow.  They need to be more 

creative in the wintertime; after 

all, it is not much fun to swing when it is 20 degrees out-

side.  Preschoolers come with varied abilities to get 

themselves ready to go outside.  Some can get them-

selves entirely ready.  Others get their coats and boots 

on and then realize they need to put snowpants on first.  

Others just sit on the floor with their pile of gear and 

wait for help.  There are many things I have discovered 

watching children play in the snow. 

     It never feels as cold as the thermometer says when 

the children are outside and having fun.  This is espe-

cially true on days when the sun is shining and the chil-

dren are playing in the snow.  Getting knocked down by 

an inner-tube coming down the hill and falling face 

down in the snow does not hurt.  It is in fact, an oppor-

tunity to get up laughing and scamper back up the hill to 

do it all again. 

     Nothing is as fun as waiting down at the bottom of 

the hill while a friend on an inner-tube comes barreling 

at you.  Jumping out of the way at the last minute makes 

everyone burst out in laughter.  The teachers, they just 

breathe a sigh of relief.   

     Somehow, all of the children look alike when they 

are bundled up in their snow pants, jackets, boots and 

hats.  Many of the boy’s coats seem to have blue on 

them somewhere, and most of the girls coats are pink 

this year.  It is hard to tell who is who when they are all 

bundled up. 

     Teamwork means you help your friend get his or her 

inner-tube up the hill and then you take turns using it to 

go down the hill.  Teamwork means you help your 

friend climb over the pile of snow so you can climb into 

the snow tube to get down the hill.  Teamwork means if 

your friend lets go of his or her snow tube on the way up 

the hill, you drop yours to go chase theirs.    If a snow 

tube is not free at the moment a child is ready to go 

down the hill, sliding down on your belly, works just as 

well.  Snow gear slides easily down the snowy hill.  

     There is something angelic about a young child lying 

down in the snow, spreading arms and legs back and 

forth to make a snow angel.  Unless the snow is really 

dirty and old, I look the other way when snow goes in 

the mouth.  Kids can tell when the snow should not be 

eaten. 

     Not everyone is excited about flying down a hill cov-

ered with snow on something that does not have brakes 

or anything to control it other than the rider.  Some chil-

dren are more reserved and choose not to submit their 

body to all the potential dangers of sledding.  It is won-

derful though, to watch children watch others enjoy the 

thrill of the ride down the hill and then decide to do it 

themselves.  It is wonderful to watch that growth take 

place in a child.  To watch a child go from being nerv-

ous, to participating, to being giddy with delight all in 

the space of one trip outside to play in the snow. 

     Mittens and snow pants get wet, hats can fly off the 

head, snow can somehow get down the back of a jacket, 

but once snow gets in the boots and socks get wet, then 

it is time to go inside.  Cold wet feet can make uncom-

fortable kids and it is time to go back inside. 

     The next time it snows, take some time to have real 

fun with your child.  Fresh air is good for all of us.  It is 

healthy to be outside, except when the temperature is 

frigid.  Immanuel uses 20 degrees as the cutoff point for 

going outside.  If you want to laugh a lot and burn some 

calories off running back up the hill, find a great hill and 

have some fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the CCDC  

Child Development Center 815-232-3443   
1964 W. Pearl City Road Freeport, IL 61032 

Email: syarzak@ourgodwithus.com  Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 
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Pre-K3—The Pre K 3 class missed many 

days because of all the cold weather days when 

school was cancelled.  In January the boys and 

girls learned all about the different senses God 

gave to each of us.  The children had fun learn-

ing how our sense of taste works with our sense 

of smell.  The children liked how apples taste, 

but they did not like how potatoes taste, even 

though they look alike when they are 

peeled.   The children guided each other around 

the room with blindfolds on.  It was awesome 

how each of the children were so careful with 

their classmate who was not able to see where 

they were going.   

The children played in the sensory table with 

snow.  Many of the children got cold hands and 

could only play for a little while.  At the end of 

preschool, there was still snow in the ta-

ble.  The boys and girls also played with shav-

ing cream.  They did not shave with it, but 

wrote letters and shapes in it. 

The boys and girls had fun playing a new game 

in the gym.  Can I cross the river Mr. Fox?  If 

not why not?  They had to listen for a color and 

get to the other side. 

In February the children will learn about their 

hearts, the Olympics and their teeth.  They will 

also have a Valentine Day party.    

CCDC News 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Chuck Sorn 

2 

Madalynne 

Dittmar 

 

Marcella Popp 

 

Diane Sorn 

3 4 

Peyton Garnhart 

 

Adam Hintz 

5 

Evelyn Ranney 

6 

Hannah Boldt 

7 

Sloan Roethe 

8 

Kaleb Buss 

 

Andrew Garnhart 

9 

Ron Kohlbauer 

10 

Isabelle 

Frautschy 

 

Tim Meyerhofer 

 

Madison Wagner 

11 12 

Roger Julius 

13 14 

Beth Dittmar 

 

Ward Dittmar 

 

Dan Edler 

 

Bill Hollister 

15 

Karli Davis 

 

Brooke King 

 

Debra Kohlbauer 

 

Luke Kroeger 

16 

Erin Kohlbauer 

 

Jim Moss 

 

Tim Pauley 

17 

Lorraine Brock 

 

Floyd Carter 

 

Harrell Wiggins 

18 

Hadlee Harn 

 

Adeline Stone 

19 

David Pehl 

20 

Rob Lyvers 

 

Johnnie Nichols 

 

 

21 

Kristin Boeck 

 

Hedwig Kirnbauer 

 

Caroline Metz 

22 

23 

Dianne Sandell 

 

Luella Wieder-

holtz 

24 

Joyce LeBaron 

 

Jolene McKenna 

 

Gale Stone 

25 

Marcus Lamm 

 

Lydia Tiesman 

26 27 28 

Sara Schopf 

 

February Church Member Birthdays 



 

13  
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15  
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Lectionary Readings for  

Anniversary of a marriage 

O Lord Jesus, Your mercies are new every morning. We 

thank You for another year of married life together 

for name and name. Open their hearts always to receive 

more of Your love that their love for each other  may 

never grow weary but deepen and grow through every 

joy and sorrow shared; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

At a birthday 

Heavenly Father, our times are in Your hands. Look with 

favor on those who celebrate birthdays, and grant that 

they may continue to grow in wisdom and grace. 

Strengthen their trust in Your goodness and bless them 

with Your abiding love all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

At retirement 

Eternal God, You continually call Your people to new 

tasks and set before them new opportunities. We give 

thanks for Your servant name and for his/her  years of 

service at tasks now completed. At this time 

of his/her retirement, grant that he/she may find joy in 

the new opportunities that You will provide, and 

grant him/her a sense of worthy accomplishment in Your 

name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Prayers from the Hymnal 

 Feb. 2 The Purification 
of Mary and the 
Presentation of 
Our Lord 

1 Sam. 
1:21–28 

Psalm 84 Heb. 2:14–18 Luke 2:22–
32 (33–40) 

 Feb. 9 Fifth S. a. the 
Epiphany 

Is. 58:3–
9a 

Psalm 
112:1–9 

1 Cor. 2:1–
12 
(13–16) 

Matt. 5:13–
20 

 Feb. 16 Sixth S. a. the 
Epiphany 

Deut. 
30:15–20 

Psalm 
119:1–8 

1 Cor. 3:1–9 Matt. 5:21–
37 

 Feb. 23 Seventh S. a. 
the Epiphany 

Lev. 19:1–
2, 
9–18 

Psalm119:33
–40 

1 Cor. 3:10–
23 

Matt. 5:38–
48 

 Mar. 2 The Transfig-
uration of Our 
Lord 

Ex. 24:8–
18 

Psalm 2:6–
12 

2 Peter 1:16–
21 

Matt. 17:1–
9 

Ash 

Wednes

day 

Mar. 5 Ash Wednes-
day 

Joel 2:12–
19 

Psalm 51:1–
13 (14–19) 

2 Cor. 
5:20b—6:10 

Matt. 6:1–6, 
16–21 


