
Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, in mission, 

sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament. 

“A New Journey” 

 

Sunday, January 6th marked the end of the Christmas 

celebration and the beginning of the season of Epiph-

any.  Epiphany is a time of discovery and journey.  It 

is marked by the remembrance of the Magi who jour-

neyed from afar to find the Christ child.   Then the se-

cond Sunday in Epiphany is the celebration of the 

Baptism of Jesus, which is also the beginning of 

Christ ministry as he would then go on a journey in 

the wilderness and then begin his three year trek for 

the cross.   

It is fitting then that we at this time begin a new jour-

ney together at Immanuel during this time.  This new 

format to our newsletter is a start.  We are combining 

our efforts and  keeping you informed.  We want you 

to not just be informed about one aspect of Immanuel, 

but know everything that Immanuel is doing.  We 

want to set out on the journey of the Mission of God 

through Immanuel together.   

SO...May the journey begin!! 
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The winter months are great months for learn-

ing.  Books open up worlds beyond our walls.  Videos, 

television programs, and web sites can broaden our ho-

rizons.  Take advantage of the limited travel and re-

duced outdoor time that so many experience, as well as 

the quieter days after the holidays. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran School anticipates full implementa-

tion of its Professional Learning Community, or 

PLC.  The Professional aspect of the PLC refers to the 

serious ways that teachers need to address educational 

issues – as professionals address issues in the medical 

field, for example.  Collaboration and intervention strat-

egies will be sought.  Making the most of the new Title 

1 Reading teacher, Amanda Hofmaster, and the tutorial 

services that the PTL and generous donors have funded 

will be important.  The Learning aspect of the PLC re-

fers primarily to student learning.  An emphasis on what 

was learned rather than what was taught is an important 

nuance.  Teachers will be focusing on the most effective 

teaching strategies in terms of student achievement, 

known as the Marzano high yield strategies.  Teachers 

will also be learning as they participate in professional 

development in the use of these strategies.  Students are 

the main benefactors of the PLCs.  The Community as-

pect of the PLC refers to the collegiality and collabora-

tion expected of teachers.  Homeroom teachers will ob-

serve another teacher each week.  Three instructional 

teams (primary, middle, and upper grades) will meet 

weekly to share concerns and ideas that might help 

teachers and students make the most of their time in 

school.  These teams will also make presentations of 

high yield strategies on in-service days.  This promising 

program has shown excellent results in many schools 

around the country, but is new to Lutheran schools to 

this degree.  It’s a common sense program that elevates 

the staff and students as all are focused on academic 

achievement.  

 

The winter offers activity beyond the strictly academ-

ic.  The Parent-Teacher League will sponsor its annual 

Blizzard and BINGO Night on Tuesday, January 8th 

starting at 6:30.  The event takes place in the fellowship 

hall and includes plenty of BINGO prizes for the kids 

followed by make-your-own sundae bar.  The school 

will be open for tours before and after the PTL 

event.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 

2nd.  That’s the PTL Pancake and Sausage Meal, from 7 

AM until 2 PM.  The Scholastic Book Fair also takes 

place on that day.   

 

January is a great time to watch some basketball.  The 

Immanuel website details the schedule.  Home games 

include Tuesday, Jan 29 when the boys play Immanuel, 

Belvidere, and Wednesday, Jan. 30 when the girls play 

St. Paul, Rochelle.  Competitions begin at 5:30.  All are 

welcome.  Immanuel is part of the Rock Valley Luther-

an School League, and plays additional non-conference 

games with local schools including Tri-County and 

Aquin. 

 

The second graders will be presenting a special chapel 

message on Wednesday, January 23.  Make plans to at-

tend the kindergarten through first grade musical, pre-

sented February 6 and 7. 

 

The holidays are over, but there is always something 

happening at Immanuel Lutheran School.  Academic, 

social, athletic, and spiritual activities abound.  This 

would be a good month to take advantage of these op-

portunities. 

In Christ, 

 

Michael Welton 
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Michael Welton, Principal 
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The entrance to the Child Development Center has had a keypad allowing entry since 2004.  Prior to that time 

anyone could enter the building unseen, as there is not a receptionist greeting folks in that area.  That is a staff-

ing change we hope to bring about in the future, but right now we need to allow access only to those people who 

have children attending preschool, or families bringing children in to utilize the services of the before and after 

school room. 

For the last several years families have used a six digit code that in most instances aligns with the birthdate of 

someone in the family.  This was chosen as it made it somewhat easier for adults to recall the digits assigned to 

the family.  The problem is that children have figured out the door codes and they are using them and sharing 

them. 

That may not seem problematic, but it is something that we need to change.  The reasons we do not want the 

children using the codes are simple. 

The codes do more than just allow access.  They keep out people who have no business being here. 

Children are trusting by nature and will let others in even if they do not know who they are letting in. 

Children share codes with their friends.  I know there are athletes on the cross country team who have en-

tered the building with the code of another child. 

Children really do not understand the need to control access to the building. 

Circumstances sometimes call for codes to be deleted, and if folks are always helpful, they may let someone 

in who no longer should be in the building.  If someone follows you up the walk, you should tell them at 

the door, “I am going to enter my code and close the door, then you can enter yours.”  It is not being 

rude, it is just being vigilant.   

 

Yes, this is a response to the terrible tragedy in Newtown CT.  The Monday following this event, members of 

the Board of Ed watched from the parking lot as children were dropped off or escorted into the building.  Their 

time watching told them that our entrance is not secure and the users need to be more vigilant about it, as securi-

ty is only as good as the folks using it.    

 

We have asked before that the children not be given the codes.  We do know that the children like to practice 

their numbers and that they like opening the door themselves.  This is a practice that must stop.  There are many 

other ways for children to learn to recognize their numbers.  I have spoken with the school age children and 

asked them to stop entering the codes.  Children seen entering the new code you will be given code will cause 

your family to need to learn a second new code.  Beginning January 14, each family using the Child Develop-

ment Center has a new code that will be used.  Please guard this like the keys to your house and share it only 

with other adults who will be picking your child up or dropping them off.  Have a conversation with your child 

and tell him or her that no child is to use the door code in order to keep everyone safe.  
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2013 OFFERING ENVELOPES:  

If you receive boxes or packets of 

envelopes they are in the link in 

alphabetical order for pick up start-

ing today. 

 

YOUTH SPAGHETTI DINNER 
WELCOME FOR DCE AMANDA 
JAHNKE:  We are still doing a 
special "Welcome Party" for 
Amanda beginning at 6:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, January 13th in the fel-
lowship hall. Due to health con-
cerns the potluck has been re-
placed with a spaghetti meal pro-
vided by the Board of Youth.  A 
spaghetti dinner will be provided 
including spaghetti, lettuce salad 
and garlic bread.  Cake & cookies 
will also be provided for dessert 
plus drink and dinnerware will be 
provided.  Just come and enjoy 
the evening and join us for food, 
fellowship, games and fun and get 
to know Amanda Jahnke, our new 
Director of Christian Education 
here at Immanuel.   
 

UPCOMING NO CLASS SUN-

DAY:  There will be no Sunday 

School or Bible classes on Janu-

ary 27th, instead we will have a 

special welcoming reception for 

Amanda and Philip Jahnke that 

day during the Sunday School 

hour. 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL MEETING: Hear about the 

status of the church, school, and 

child care from directors and board 

chairpersons.  Various reports will be 

shared.  The meeting takes place in 

the fellowship hall on Monday, Janu-

ary 28 at 7:00 PM.   

 

 YOUNG AT HEART:  The Young at 

Heart will have their potluck meal on 

Thursday, January 17th at 11:30 AM 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Dr. Finch, the 

Director of the Stephenson County 

Historical Museum will give a 

presentation about the Depression in 

Freeport, the history of Freeport, and 

what factories were in Freeport dur-

ing that time.  The 4th graders will be 

our guests. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Please note that 

the Family Life Ministry and Associ-

ate Pastor  pledge programs are 

completed.  Both of these have been 

a great success for Immanuel and 

we now encourage you to redirect 

your giving to the Current Offerings, 

any remaining FLM money will be 

directed to family life ministry 

through the new DCE programs as 

established.     Thank you again for 

your support it’s only through you 

our ministry grows! 

 

 

NURSERY:  Immanuel will no 

longer offer a staffed nursery dur-

ing worship services.  The pre-k 3 

room will be open during services 

with a TV showing the worship 

service if you would like some-

where to take your child. 

 

CLASSROOM CHANGES:  Jr. 

Odyssey (Pre-K & K) will now 

meet in the Pre-K 3 room in the 

CCDC on the lower level, Wee—

Ones (Birth—3) will now meet in 

the kindergarten room in the 

school.  Faith Odyssey will contin-

ue to meet in the school cafeteria.  

Jr. Odyssey and Faith Odyssey 

continue to start in the sanctuary. 

 

WELCOME:  Welcome to Aman-

da and Philip Jahnke, Amanda is 

our new DCE (Director of Chris-

tian Education).   Amanda will 

begin her in her new position Jan-

uary 14th and will be installed on 

January 27th.  Please plan to at-

tend the special reception to wel-

come Amanda and Philip during 

the Sunday School Hour on the 

27th. 
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YOUTH NEWS AND 

EVENTS:   

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS: 

January 13—All Youth Spaghetti 

Dinner—Welcome Party for DCE 

Amanda and Philip Jahnke 

January 20— Bowling—4:30 Jr. 

High 6:30 Sr. High 

February 3—Movie Night at Church 

5:30 Jr. High, 7:30 Sr. High 

February 18—All Youth Ski Trip 

 

 

EPIPHANY 
Thoughts from Pastor Switz, our Associate Pastor 
 
Epiphany (which means “revealing” or “revelation) is the twelfth day of Christmas, the day commem-
orated as the time when the Wise Men or Magi visited Jesus and his earthly parents, Mary and Jo-
seph.  The symbolism of this is that Jesus was revealed to the “Gentiles” and ultimately to the world.  
We celebrated this on January 6 and then entered what is known as the “Epiphany” season. 
 
The Epiphany season is often a time to think about missions and evangelism.  Jesus is not just for 
“us”…He is for the entire world.  Jesus “needs” to be shared.  Jesus “must” be shared!  And thus we 
think of His Baptism (commemorated on January 13) and the work of the church with our Annual 
Meeting (January 28) and the work of witness and mission.   
 
We also reflect on Jesus’ early miracles (such as turning the water into wine-John 2) the calling of 
the disciples (beginning with Peter, Andrew, James and John), and His Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5-7).  It’s an exciting time, filled with the joy of Christmas and, yet, in the back of our minds 
we see the season of Lent swiftly approaching (February 13).  
 
This the baptism that our Savior, Greatly longed to undergo; 
This the crimson cleansing needed, So the world God’s love might know; 
This the mission of Messiah, As He stepped from Jordan’s stream, 
He, the chosen and anointed Son of God sent to redeem.   
(LSB # 404, verse 3) 

What is a DCE? 

Immanuel has established a new position  and called 

its first servant, Amanda Jahnke, for this position.  

But some of us might be asking…”What is a DCE 

anyway?” 

A DCE, Director of Christian Education, is a church 

ministerial position.  In the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, we call this type of position 

“Minister of the Gospel-commissioned.”  It is a sec-

ondary position to the office of the pastor, yet ex-

tremely important in completing the work of the min-

istry.   

A DCE can take on many roles at a congregation, yet 

in a very general sense, the DCE is given the task of 

overseeing and facilitating Christian (Biblical) edu-

cation and its response in action within the congre-

gation. 

At Immanuel, our DCE, Amanda Jahnke will begin 

this task with our Youth groups, VBS, and Sunday 

School.  She will be responsible for planning and fa-

cilitating the Christian education of these groups and 

events. 



Lutheran Church Charities leads the efforts for Early Response in the 
event of a disaster.   L.E.R.T volunteers are required to be certified to sup-
port during federal disasters.  Immanuel L.E.R.T volunteers also support 
non- federal disasters in our community. 

Recent LERT Activities: 

September Cut down a tree for an Immanuel Family 

 

October  Created a quilt to dedicate to a Henryville IN storm family 

 

November 7 Immanuel volunteers worked at Henryville IN rebuild 

  At the door offering was sent to support a Henryville IN family 

 

Upcoming LERT Activities: 

January  LERT members Pot Luck & Game night 

 

February              Special training on Preserving Photo’s 

 

LERT Sponsorship: 

If you are interested in being a sponsor of LERT, please contact Ken Muehlfelder 
or Keith Stanton. 

If you would like to support LERT in properly stocking the trailer, the following is a 
list of tools still needed.  Thanks to the many who have helped out already! 

Needed: First Aid Kit, Fire extinguishers, Caution tape and florescent survey tape, 
Cotton work gloves, Rubber boots, Two way radios, Disposable dusk masks, Res-
pirators, Safety helmets (hard hats), 2 cycle oil, Bar oil, Pruning saw, Bow saw, 
Wheelbarrow, Floor jack,2 ton bottle jack, Shovels –round point-square point- 
scoop, Mop bucket with wringer, Wet mop – 24 0z. and extra mop heads, Dust 
pans – 2. Floor squeegee. Scrub brushes. Spray bottles, 50’ hose- HD rubber. 
Sledge hammer, Reciprocating saw and blades. Safety chaps , Step ladder – fiber-
glass, Extension ladder – fiberglass – 16-20’, Tow chain/strap, Chain sharpener for 
chain saw chains, Wheel chocks for trailer, Air compressor , 20 inch fans, Pressure 
washer 



News Worth Noting 
  

MARKET DAY is a food co-op that offers restaurant 

quality food with a percentage going to the school.  Order 

forms are in a drawer located near the pop dispenser.  Or-

dering can also take place on their web site, 

www.marketday.com.   This Market Day turn in is January 

25th with pick up on January 29th  from 3-5 pm in the 

school cafeteria.  

 

SNOW DAYS:  When District 145 (Freeport Public) can-

cels school because of inclement weather, such as extreme 

cold or snow, then Immanuel Lutheran classes are also 

cancelled.  If possible, Immanuel’s daycare and latchkey 

will still be open.  Call ahead (232-3443) to make sure.   

Did you sign up to receive a text message to your cell 

phone rom Immanuel when school is cancelled or 

closed early due to weather?  If not, please contact Glen-

na Hill at 232-3511 to get information about this service. 

School closings will continue to be announced on radio 

stations WFPS Country 92.1, The Big Easy 93.7, Q 102.1, 

and WFRL AM 1570.  Television channels 13, 17 and 23 

will also include school closing information.   

 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL/ NO SCHOOL:   Friday, January 

18 is an in-service half day with bus service.  It is the last 

day of the 2nd Quarter.  Classes will dismiss at 11:45 a.m.  

There will be no school on Monday, January 21, Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day.  The Christian Children’s Develop-

ment Center will be open.   Please sign up or call Mrs. 

Yarzak at 232-3443 if you plan to use their services. 

 

 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, exists to call students into a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them to be 

effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel Lutheran 

School strives to direct the educational experiences of its 

students, while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they may fulfill God's plan for service in 

our world." 

Keep Our Children Safe “Reminder of 

the Month” 

 

Look to this box for monthly reminders on how 

we and you can help to keep our children safe. 

BOARD MEETINGS:  The Board of Christian 

Child Development Center will meet on Wednes-

day, January 9th at 6:00 p.m.  Christy Garnhart is 

the  CCDC board director.  The Board of Christian 

Day School Education will hold their meeting 

Monday, January  14th at 5 PM.  Jim Brokhausen is 

the director of the board.  Both groups meet in the 

library.   

PANCAKE DAY:  Sausage, applesauce, beverage, 

and “all the pancakes you can eat” will be offered 

at the school’s annual Pancake and Sausage Day, 

held in the gym on Saturday, February 2nd from 

7 a.m. until 2 p.m.  Tickets will be available after 

we return to school in January.  Contact any Im-

manuel student or the school office at 232-3511 for 

additional information or advanced sale tickets. 

  

DISCOUNT CARDS: This year’s discount cards 

are more popular than ever!  As of December 1st, 

remaining cards are being  sold for $10 each. They 

are valid until September 1, 2013, so they have lots 

of value.  Stop by the school office to make a pur-

chase.   



Kindergarten   

The kindergarteners are excited to be able to share the 

news that God is always with us in their Christmas pro-

gram on January 10th at 6:30.Their December 20th perfor-

mance was cancelled due to the bad weather.  The class is 

looking forward to learning about Martin Luther King Jr. 

and how he had the dream that everyone would be kind to 

one another.  The children will continue working on writ-

ing their numbers.  They will begin to learn about the -at, 

and –an word families, and learn how to stay healthy.  The 

class will also learn about Jesus when he was a boy. 

   

1st Grade    

It has been such a joyous Christmas season.  The first 

graders have enjoyed making Christmas trees from their 

handprints, making gifts for Jesus, and even becoming 

wise men.  They are also learning more about nouns, the 

short “I” vowel sound, identifying and adding doubles and 

near doubles, the five senses, and reading, reading, read-

ing. 

 

2nd Grade  

Happy New Year!  The second-graders are preparing to be 

the chapel leaders on January 23rd. It’s our hope that you 

can join us as we lead our schoolmates in worship at 

8:50AM.  The students will continue their study of the so-

lar system in January.  God has created an awesome world 

for us to learn and wonder about! Double-digit addition 

requiring regrouping will be briefly reviewed before the 

students begin double-digit subtraction requiring regroup-

ing. The students will begin reading more non-fiction se-

lections as we draw nearer to the second semester. 

 

3rd Grade 

The new feel of January is here and the Third graders are 

gearing up!  The class is tackling the tough skill of sub-

tracting big numbers with regrouping.  It is even more dif-

ficult when they throw in subtracting across zeros.  In 

handwriting the class is starting the downcurve letters in 

lowercase cursive and in religion the topic is the six chief 

parts of the catechism.  The memory for the coming weeks 

will include one of those chief parts, the Apostles Creed.  

It will be assigned in four parts to be memorized. 

 

4th Grade  

Welcome back!  The fourth grade will be doing some ex-

citing things in January.  The class will begin a novel 

study on the book A Long Way from Chicago.  The story 

takes place during the Great Depression.  The class has 

been invited to lunch with Immanuel’s Young at Heart 

group on January 17.  Their guest speaker will be focusing 

on Freeport during the Depression.  In math the class will 

be working hard on their multiplication and division facts.  

The next topic in English will be adjectives and we will be 

learning about matter in science.  In social studies the 

class will begin their study of the different regions of the 

United States.  They will begin with the Northeast Region.   

 

5th Grade 

The fifth graders enjoyed the break from school, but are glad to 

be back to routine.  It is a busy winter season with basket-

ball and cheerleading.  Many of the students are involved 

in the sports that are offered at Immanuel.  Before Christ-

mas break the students read the book Holes by Louis Sa-

char.  They enjoyed the characters and plot!  They also 

watched the movie and were able to see the differences 

between the book and movie.  In religion they are learning 

about characteristics of Jesus.  In math they are starting 

two digit division.  The early colonies of America is the 

topic for social studies class.  The ocean is the topic for 

science class.  The students are enjoying learning about 

the special creatures God made for the sea.  In English the 

students are learning about adjectives.   

 

6th Grade 

The sixth graders are so grateful for all the help collecting 

cans. Thanks to a Christmas angel we were able to collect 

1164 cans for FACC. Unfortunately, because of the snow 

day, the class wasn’t able to take their field trip to FACC. 

That will be rescheduled for a later date. The sixth graders 

are continuing their study of fractions and decimals. In 

English, they have started their study on prepositions. In 

reading, we have been discussing and reading stories 

about growing up. In science, the sixth graders are learn-

ing about the flow of fresh water and being introduced 

into the behavior of waves. As a way to understand the 

history, geography, and culture of Africa, social studies 

students will learn Kwanzaa words and be invited to eat 

special African foods.  In P.E., they are continuing their 

round robin tournament for pickle ball.  

 

7th Grade 

In English, the 7th graders are beginning their study of 

grammar: its structure and usage.  They will also be re-

viewing capitalization rules.  Nonfiction is the focus in 

literature.  In Science, the 7th graders just completed the 

unit on Vertebrates. During this chapter, the students were 

able to dissect a frog.  Currently, the students are studying 

birds and mammals. In Math, they are studying ratios and 

proportions.  The commotion about the fiscal cliff and the 

Presidential inauguration present a fascinating background 

to our study of the US Constitution and the functioning of 

our government.  Letters to our congressional representa-

tives will help clarify their roles to the students, and will 

share their opinions with these national leaders. Students 

are also focused on the US Amendments.  

 

8th Grade 

In English, the 8th graders are beginning their review of 

grammar.  They cannot wait to begin diagramming 

again.  In literature, they are studying journalism, focusing 

mainly on newspapers.  In Science, the 8th graders just 

completed the chapter on Chemical Compounds. Current-

ly, they are studying Atomic Energy.  In Mrs. Brobst's 

Math Class, the students are working on percentages, dec-

imals and fractions. They are learning how to work with 

all three and how to find percentages using algebraic 

equations.  In history class, the students are learning about 

the US Amendments.  Our freedoms of speech, press, reli-

gion, assembly, and petition are just some of those rights 

listed.  We will also complete letters to our congressmen.  

Do you think they’ll listen?  We’ll find out soon.  



Kindergarten   

The kindergarteners are excited to be able to share the 

news that God is always with us in their Christmas pro-

gram on January 10th at 6:30.Their December 20th perfor-

mance was cancelled due to the bad weather.  The class is 

looking forward to learning about Martin Luther King Jr. 

and how he had the dream that everyone would be kind to 

one another.  The children will continue working on writ-

ing their numbers.  They will begin to learn about the -at, 

and –an word families, and learn how to stay healthy.  The 

class will also learn about Jesus when he was a boy. 

   

1st Grade    

It has been such a joyous Christmas season.  The first 

graders have enjoyed making Christmas trees from their 

handprints, making gifts for Jesus, and even becoming 

wise men.  They are also learning more about nouns, the 

short “I” vowel sound, identifying and adding doubles and 

near doubles, the five senses, and reading, reading, read-

ing. 

 

2nd Grade  

Happy New Year!  The second-graders are preparing to be 

the chapel leaders on January 23rd. It’s our hope that you 

can join us as we lead our schoolmates in worship at 

8:50AM.  The students will continue their study of the so-

lar system in January.  God has created an awesome world 

for us to learn and wonder about! Double-digit addition 

requiring regrouping will be briefly reviewed before the 

students begin double-digit subtraction requiring regroup-

ing. The students will begin reading more non-fiction se-

lections as we draw nearer to the second semester. 

 

3rd Grade 

The new feel of January is here and the Third graders are 

gearing up!  The class is tackling the tough skill of sub-

tracting big numbers with regrouping.  It is even more dif-

ficult when they throw in subtracting across zeros.  In 

handwriting the class is starting the downcurve letters in 

lowercase cursive and in religion the topic is the six chief 

parts of the catechism.  The memory for the coming weeks 

will include one of those chief parts, the Apostles Creed.  

It will be assigned in four parts to be memorized. 

 

4th Grade  

Welcome back!  The fourth grade will be doing some ex-

citing things in January.  The class will begin a novel 

study on the book A Long Way from Chicago.  The story 

takes place during the Great Depression.  The class has 

been invited to lunch with Immanuel’s Young at Heart 

group on January 17.  Their guest speaker will be focusing 

on Freeport during the Depression.  In math the class will 

be working hard on their multiplication and division facts.  

The next topic in English will be adjectives and we will be 

learning about matter in science.  In social studies the 

class will begin their study of the different regions of the 

United States.  They will begin with the Northeast Region.   

 

5th Grade 

The fifth graders enjoyed the break from school, but are glad to 

be back to routine.  It is a busy winter season with basket-

ball and cheerleading.  Many of the students are involved 

in the sports that are offered at Immanuel.  Before Christ-

mas break the students read the book Holes by Louis Sa-

char.  They enjoyed the characters and plot!  They also 

watched the movie and were able to see the differences 

between the book and movie.  In religion they are learning 

about characteristics of Jesus.  In math they are starting 

two digit division.  The early colonies of America is the 

topic for social studies class.  The ocean is the topic for 

science class.  The students are enjoying learning about 

the special creatures God made for the sea.  In English the 

students are learning about adjectives.   

 

6th Grade 

The sixth graders are so grateful for all the help collecting 

cans. Thanks to a Christmas angel we were able to collect 

1164 cans for FACC. Unfortunately, because of the snow 

day, the class wasn’t able to take their field trip to FACC. 

That will be rescheduled for a later date. The sixth graders 

are continuing their study of fractions and decimals. In 

English, they have started their study on prepositions. In 

reading, we have been discussing and reading stories 

about growing up. In science, the sixth graders are learn-

ing about the flow of fresh water and being introduced 

into the behavior of waves. As a way to understand the 

history, geography, and culture of Africa, social studies 

students will learn Kwanzaa words and be invited to eat 

special African foods.  In P.E., they are continuing their 

round robin tournament for pickle ball.  

 

7th Grade 

In English, the 7th graders are beginning their study of 

grammar: its structure and usage.  They will also be re-

viewing capitalization rules.  Nonfiction is the focus in 

literature.  In Science, the 7th graders just completed the 

unit on Vertebrates. During this chapter, the students were 

able to dissect a frog.  Currently, the students are studying 

birds and mammals. In Math, they are studying ratios and 

proportions.  The commotion about the fiscal cliff and the 

Presidential inauguration present a fascinating background 

to our study of the US Constitution and the functioning of 

our government.  Letters to our congressional representa-

tives will help clarify their roles to the students, and will 

share their opinions with these national leaders. Students 

are also focused on the US Amendments.  

 

8th Grade 

In English, the 8th graders are beginning their review of 

grammar.  They cannot wait to begin diagramming 

again.  In literature, they are studying journalism, focusing 

mainly on newspapers.  In Science, the 8th graders just 

completed the chapter on Chemical Compounds. Current-

ly, they are studying Atomic Energy.  In Mrs. Brobst's 

Math Class, the students are working on percentages, dec-

imals and fractions. They are learning how to work with 

all three and how to find percentages using algebraic 

equations.  In history class, the students are learning about 

the US Amendments.  Our freedoms of speech, press, reli-

gion, assembly, and petition are just some of those rights 

listed.  We will also complete letters to our congressmen.  

Do you think they’ll listen?  We’ll find out soon.  

 

 

OTHER NEWS… 

Have you attended an Immanuel Basket-

ball Game this year?  (Refer to the school 

calendar to find game dates & times.)  At-

tending games is a fun way to support our 

school. 

 

Records: 

Varsity Boys 10 - 4  

Varsity Girls Conference 5-0 

JV Boys 8 - 6 

JV Girls 3 - 4  

 

Our Varsity Teams and the Cheerleading 

Team will be playing in the Midwinter 

Basketball Tournament in Cedar Rapids 

the weekend of January 18.  Our girls 

team is the number 1 seed.  Our boys 

team is the number 3 seed.  Go Lancers! 

 

The JV Boys Team has 16 players.  They 

are an enthusiastic group that is working 

hard and quickly improving.  

 

The JV Girls Team is a young squad with 

lots of potential.  

 

A special thank you is extended to all of 

our volunteer coaches. 



Pre-K3— 

 

The three year old preschool 
class is excited to be able to 
share their Christmas program 
with their families on Thursday, 
January 10.  It was disappointing 
not to do it before Christmas, but 
it will be fun to share about baby 
Jesus once again.  During the 
month of January the boys and 
girls will have fun learning nurse-
ry rhymes.  They will learn many 
rhymes about the number three 
since they are in the three year 
old class.  The will also learn 
rhymes about little things such as 
Little Boy Blue and Little Bo 
Peep.  All of the three year olds 
are little themselves, so they will 
be learning many things about 
sizes. 

The boys and girls will also learn 
about Dr. Martin Luther King and 
what his dream for children was.   
 

 

 

 

Pre-K 4— 

 

The 4 year olds started the 2013 

year by having a New Year party, 

in place of the missed Christmas 

party due to snow back in De-

cember.  Not only did they open 

their gifts, but they also had a 

confetti party, played a balloon 

game, and ate some really deli-

cious snacks.  In the month of 

January the preschoolers will al-

so have an exploration of snow 

and ice and will have the oppor-

tunity to bring their teddy bears to 

school for a teddy bear day.  

They will also begin to work on 

recognizing their last names and 

start learning to write their last 

names.  January will be a busy 

month! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Alyssa See 

2 

Ethan Richter 

3 

Lorna 

Abramowski 

 

Sarah Owens 

4 

Steve Kroeger 

 

Linda Le 

5 

6 

Barb Camp 

 

Alexis Currier 

 

Bob Dame 

 

Evan Hollister 

Eryn Holmes 

Ken Muehlfelder 

Joseph Zulke 

7 

Kaylin Felton 

 

Jacob Meighan 

 

Breyton Mulligan 

 

Rick Zink 

8 

Tyler Geiken 

 

Max Hoefer 

9 

Jerry Funk 

10 

Renae Bartels 

 

Cathy Datt 

 

Dave Schopf 

 

Willie Simmons 

 

Kailyn Wall 

11 

Myra Mullen 

12 

Robin Hoops 

13 

Katie Janssen 

 

Susan Waye 

14 

Ashley Baker 

 

John Schopf 

15 

Dick Eastman 

 

Sara Wessel 

16 

Les Bicknese 

 

Tresia Metz 

17 

David Ralston 

18 

Doug Newby 

19 

Velma Balthazor 

 

Todd Waye 

 

Virginia Witte 

20 

Elizabeth 

Frautschy 

 

Leo Schwindinger 

 

Patti Schlecta 

21 

Lorraine Dame 

 

Virginia Gill 

 

Carol Severson 

22 

Jacob Clay 

 

 

23 

Mary Graff 

 

Paul Hoefer 

 

Terese Hoefer 

24 

Curt Hollister 

 

Elise Kohlbauer 

 

Sandy Wagner 

25 

Carl Beichel 

 

Julie Clark 

 

Jennifer Martin 

26 

Bob Foley 

 

Megan Kilker 

 

Kimberly Ruthe 

 

Matthew Schroed-

er 

 

27 

Cindy Kostenba-

der 

 

28 

Gary Eilders 

29 

Trey Chenong 

 

Betty Hill 

 

Christina Krueger 

Shane Richter 

Kyle Schwending-

er 

Todd Wells 

30 

Carol Reed 

 

Ricky Zulke 

 

 

31 

Tiffany Buss 

  

January Church Member Birthdays 
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