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Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 

mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 

What’s happening in Sunday School?  Starting on March 9 

we will begin a new unit of Sunday School in grades K-5. 

 Lessons will span two week periods and will focus on how 

we can follow the examples of many Biblical figures to be the 

hands and feet of Christ in our community.  During week one 

we will learn the story of a Biblical figure and pinpoint who 

they shared God’s love with and how they did it.  Then, dur-

ing week two of the lesson, we will either serve in a similar 

way or serve a similar population.  We are also asking all 

youth (grades 6-12) to volunteer in this unit.  This class will 

meet in the 4th grade classroom. 

2ND ANNUAL LANCER TWILIGHT CLASSIC:  2nd Annual 

Lancer Twilight Classic 3k run/walk   Friday March 21st at 

6:30PM.   Scenic 1.86 mile run/walk through the campus and 

surrounding neighborhoods.  Fun for the whole family.   Last 

year we had 189 participants ranging from 3 years old to 76 

years old.   Backpacks to the first 250 entries.  Medals and 

trophies to the top finishers.   $14 pre-entry fee, $10 for Im-

manuel students.  Contact Dave Brobst at 541-3460 or 

dbrun68@gmail.com for more information or if you would like 

to volunteer to help that night. 

MENS FISHING AND GOLF RETREAT:  The men of the 

congregation are planning their annual retreat to Camp Lu-

ther, May 13-15.  $110 includes food and lodging, additional 

costs for transportation.  This annual retreat has been a 

blessing to the men that have been able to attend in the past.  

There will be an organizational meeting after the 10:30 ser-

vice on March 16. 
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BETHESDA:  Are you aware of our 
weekly Bethesda “Bible class” which 
is held at the Bethesda Navajo group 
home, 1971 Navajo Drive?  This class 
is about a half hour in length and it 
meets on Monday nights from 6:30-
7:00.  “We” have been having this 
class for more than a decade and 
many of our members, vicars and 
pastors have been involved.  “We” do 
some singing, read a simple Bible 
story, talk and encourage our Bethes-
da residents and fellowship and pray 
with them.  Sometimes we also pro-
vide a treat at the end.  Most of our 
Bethesda residents have physical and 
mental handicaps and learn at about 
a pre-school level.  There are six Be-
thesda residents at the Navajo home 
and usually another 4-6 from the other 
home join them.  Unfortunately, a cou-
ple of our leaders have moved away 
or are no longer able to help.  that’s 
why we need more help to handle the 
class from time to time.  Pastor 
Schwichtenberg does the scheduling 
and individuals could sign up to lead it 
once a month or even once every oth-
er month.  An old proverb says “many 
hands make the task lighter.”  Frankly, 
we need some more “hands”!  Please 
talk to Pastor Schwichtenberg for 
more information or if you would like 
to observe one of the classes. 

ESSENTIALS:  We know you are busy.  

That is why we are having a worship ser-

vice to fit into the busyness of life.  On 

Monday’s from 6:30 to 7 PM we will have 

a worship service with communion.  Just 

the basics.  We call it “Essentials,” in the 

Sanctuary. 

YOUNG AT HEART:  The Young at 

Heart will meet for a pot luck meal on 

Thursday, March 20 at 11:30 in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  Mayor Jim Gitz will be our 

speaker and give a presentation about 

what is going on in Freeport, now and in 

the future. 

DRAMA OF LAST SUPPER:  Once 
again the 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade students of 

our school will be participating in a Len-
ten drama of the Last Supper.  The dra-
ma, based on Leonardo da Vinci’s Last 
Supper painting (and the sculpture by 
Gus Schultz on our altar) will be pre-
sented three times in our chapel and 
mid-week services on April 9-10—
Wednesday, April 9 at 8:50 a.m., 
Wednesday, April 9 at 12:15 p.m. and 
Thursday, April 10 at 6:30 p.m.  The 
boys and girls of the classes will be fea-
tured as Jesus, the Twelve Disciples, 
Caiaphas, Herod, Pilate, Simon of Cyre-
ne, the thieves on the cross, the sol-
diers, Mary, Mary Magdalene and oth-
ers.  Plan to attend this special focus on 
the Last Supper and the passion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

MID-WEEK SERVICES:  Lent is 40 
days long and traditionally been a time 
of denial, fasting and penitence.  One of 
the things we ask and encourage our 
members and friends to consider is ex-
tra time in worship and prayer in our mid
-week and special services.  We will 
have Lenten services each Wednesday 
at 12:15 p.m. and Thursday at 6:30 
p.m., plus special worship opportunities 
on Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday) 
and Good Friday.  Pastor Richard 
Schultz and Pastor Willis Schwichten-
berg will be looking at the theme prayer 
and prayers before, during and after the 
cross.  During Lent  

TV MINISTRY:  Our Thursday night 
television ministry on Comcast Cable TV 
channel 17 continues each week at 7:30 
p.m.  Comcast informed us that they had 
problems with the equipment in late De-
cember and early January and there 
were glitches in the broadcasts being 
received by some.  They informed us 
that these glitches have been dealt with 
and that the programs now continue.  If 
you have any questions about our week-
ly broadcasts, please talk with Pastor 
Schwichtenberg. 

 

PASSOVER:  This year on 
Wednesday, April 16 we will be offer-
ing a special “Christian Observance 
of the Passover” starting at 11:30 
a.m.  This full-meal and devotional 
presentation will be in the Fellowship 
Hall and we are urging the adults of 
our congregation as well as the 
Young at Heart Group to consider 
attending.  Please make your reser-
vations to attend the meal through 
Pastor Schwichtenberg.  There will 
be a minimal cost of only $2.00 for 
the meal.  We will include more infor-
mation in the bulletin and next 
month’s newsletter. 

 

INTROSPECT:  Do you have dates 
that you regularly reserve for Intro-
spect sponsorship?  Please call the 
church office (815/235-1993) or talk 
with Pastor Schwichtenberg or Jen-
nifer Martin if you do.  Sponsorship 
for the weekly broadcasts (8:30 a.m. 
on Sundays on WFPS-FM 92) are 
$36.   

 

SHALOM:  Our Shalom Commun-
ion services (with the Lord’s Supper 
served in the pews) will be offered on 
Wednesday, March 19 at 11:00 a.m. 

   

LENTEN SOUPS:  Once again we 
are having soup luncheons during 
the season of Lent.  They will be held 
each Wednesday for six weeks, be-
ginning on Ash Wednesday, March 
5.  The soup luncheons are in the 
Fellowship Hall before and after the 
12:15 services.  If you would like to 
help by serving a crock pot of soup, 
please sign up on the clipboard in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The soup luncheons 
will be held March 5, 12, 19 and 26 
and April 2 and 9. 

mailto:rschultz@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
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Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 This year’s Tri-state theme was “I am yours, 

save me.”  It comes from Psalm 199:94 which reads, 

“I am yours, save me, for I have sought your pre-

cepts.”  Throughout this year the youth have been 

exploring what it means to seek God’s precepts 

(often without even knowing it!).  A precept is a 

way or a command.  We are told to love the Lord 

with all our heart, mind and soul, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves.  Throughout this year we 

have been learning what it means to love our neigh-

bors, both near and far, through service projects and 

relationships.  We have made blankets, packed food, 

and much more.  During the month of February, we 

had the opportunity to visit the residents of Liberty 

Village and deliver handmade Valentine’s.  It was 

great for the kids to interact with a new population 

and pray for the people they met.  As we continue 

this year on service we look forward to hosting an 

Easter hunt (in partnership with the Immanuel Lu-

theran school track team) and our summer mission 

trips.  If you know of a place where our youth can 

continue to be the hands and feet of Christ to our 

community, please let me know. 

 As we look forward to March, we can see 

that there is much on the calendar.  During Tri-State 

they hosted the alumni room in the narthex of the 

church.  This was a place where Lancer alumni 

could come between games to fellowship together.  

Confirmation and youth night will resume on March 

16th.  Then, on March 21st, the Jr High will have 

their annual lock-in (the high school youth had 

theirs in February).  Finally, on March 28th,the 

youth will host a Pancake Breakfast at Applebee’s. 

 Thank you for supporting the work and 

learning of our youth. 

In His Service, 

Amanda Jahnke 

 

 

 

JR. HIGH LOCK IN:  On March 21 we 

will have our annual Jr. Youth Lock-in!  It 

will be a night of fun, games, and Bible 

study.  The lock-in will begin immediately 

following the Twilight Classic (Immanuel’s 

3k run) and will end at 7:30 AM.  Youth 

should bring a change of clothes, blanket, 

pillow, and a sense of adventure to the 

evening.   

Parents are still needed to chaperone this 

event.  If you are willing to volunteer for 

any amount of time, please let Amanda 

know as soon as possible.  

 

SR. HIGH MISSION TRIP:  All youth 

who have completed the 8
th
 grade are in-

vited to attend the 2014 High School Mis-

sion Trip to Chicago, IL.  The trip will take 

place July 10-12.  While in Chicago we will 

focus on serving the hungry and homeless 

populations.  The total cost for this trip is 

$75 and includes meals, lodging, fellow-

ship activities, and service opportunities.  

For more information, please take a flyer 

from Amanda’s office door.  

 

WHAT IS 2ND FRIDAYS:  On the second 

Friday of each month the Jr. High Youth 

have a chance to just hang out together in 

the youth room for fun and games.  Some-

times they work on a service project but 

mostly it is just about Christian fellowship.  

All 6th –8th graders are welcome to join in 

from 3:30-5.  The next date is March 14. 
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Following a unanimous vote of the congregational Voter’s Assembly at the March 3rd special vot-

ers meeting, Immanuel Lutheran has extended a divine call to Jeff Boehlke.  Please pray for Jeff 

as he considers this call to serve in our midst. 

Jeffrey “Jeff” Boehlke 

 

Jeff is in his 20th year of ministry and has been serving as principal at Christ Community Lutheran School in 

Watertown, MN for 15 years.  He previously served parishes in Santa Monica, CA and Quincy, IL.  He is a 

1992 graduate of Concordia University-River Forest and earned a Master of Arts degree in School Leadership 

from Concordia University-St. Paul in 2011.  Jeff has also gone through the School Leadership Development 

(SLeD) offered by the School Department of LCMS. 

 

Jeff’s family consists of his wife, Michelle, and three children.  Their oldest child is in college, the middle child 

is in high school at Mayer Lutheran High (Mayer, MN), and their youngest is in middle school at Christ Com-

munity.  Michelle is also a teacher at the early childhood level. 

 

In describing his present ministry, Jeff writes “We see our school as an outreach in the community.  We realize 

that our school academic program must be exceptional and we have worked hard to continually make improve-

ments.” 

 

Those who know Jeff personally and professionally use the following words and phrases to describe him: 

 

Consummate administrator 

He gets the big picture 

He’s the real deal 

He knows ministry 

He has drive 

He studies things very well 

He has lots of ideas 

Puts a lot of thought into things before speaking 

He is a Christian professional 

Progressive 

Not afraid to try new things 

I have nothing but respect for Jeff 

He perseveres 

He builds support among parents 

He has vision beyond the traditional 

Highly qualified 

Bright guy 

Well prepared 

Very well organized 

Highly professional 

Honest 

Trustworthy 

Has extreme integrity 

He is a very good leader 

He keeps his nose to the grindstone 

He is a very good thinker 
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SSAC VISIT DATES SET 
Strengthening Schools and Congregations is a consult-

ing service provided by the School Department of the Lu-

theran Church-Missouri Synod.  It is in the process of be-

ing re-named Lutheran School Consulting Services.   

 Last fall an application was made to the School 

Department asking for a consultation visit from SSAC.  

That request has been granted and NOW the dates have 

been set.  It’s been a long process trying to get all the play-

ers (there are three members on the consultation team) to 

agree on dates that work for everyone.  Those dates have 

now been set for April 13-15, 2014.  The process will 

start on Sunday evening with two Focus Groups.  The pro-

cess will continue on Monday individual and group ses-

sions, and will conclude with an Exit Report on Tuesday 

afternoon. 

 There will be three SSAC team members on site 

for the three days.  The lead for the team is Rev. John Kel-

ling.  Rev. Kelling is pastor  at St. Peter  Lutheran 

Church and school in Lebanon, WI.  The second team 

member is Mrs. Joan Weinberger.  Mrs. Weinberger is a 

retired Early Childhood Director at St. John’s Lutheran 

School in Darien, IL.  Dr. Neil Sandfort is the third mem-

ber of the team.  Dr. Sandfort is the retired Assistant to the 

President for Schools in the Nebraska District.  Dr. Sand-

fort now lives in St. Charles, MO. 

CHAPEL OFFERING       

RECIPIENTS 
It is the practice of Immanuel Lutheran School to support a 

different mission opportunity each month of the school year.  

There is typically some information-sharing during the month 

supporting the recipient-of-the-month.  Often parents and 

other supporters join with the student body in support of these 

projects.  Following are the recipients and the amounts that 

have been contributed to them so far this school year: 

 

Aug Chapel Praise Support  $     83.69 

Sep Kids Against Hunger  $   886.22 

Oct Comfort Dogs   $   455.59 

Nov Family Readiness Group  $   299.12 

Dec Phil’s Friends   $1,607.72 

Jan Lutheran Hour Ministries  $1,391.48 

 

PRINCIPAL CALL 
On the evening of March 3 the Voters Assembly of Immanuel 

gathered for the purpose of extending a Divine Call for the 

position of School/CCDC administrator.   

 After the Call Committee explained the process used 

to arrive at the recommended candidate, the vote was in favor 

of calling Jeffrey Boehlke.  Jeff is currently principal at 

Christ Community     Lutheran School in Watertown, MN.  

You can see information about both Jeff and his current 

school at www.ccls.net 
 

 

TEAMS QUALIFY FOR 

STATE 
Both the cheerleading squad and the girls basketball teams 

have qualified to compete in the Illinois Lutheran State Bas-

ketball Tournament.  This competition will be held over 

the weekend of March 7-9. 

NLSA ACCREDITATION 

Immanuel Lutheran School is due to renew its accreditation 

with National Lutheran School Accredita-

tion by the spr ing of 2015.  Prepara-

tions will begin this spring so that the 

process can be completed in a timely 

manner. 

March  2014 

Immanuel equips students for lives of discipleship and service. 
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Keep Our Children Safe  “Reminder of the Month” 

March is Illinois Poison Prevention 

Month 

 Keep medicines and household products in 

their original containers with original labels. 

 Teach children to ask first before eating or 

drinking anything. 

 Never call medicine candy or make a game out 

of taking it. 

 Always read labels before using medicines, 

cleaners, and other products. 

 Keep the IPC phone number, 1-800-222-1222, 

near all phones in the house and store the num-

ber in your cell. 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, exists to call students into a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them to be 

effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel Lutheran 

School strives to direct the educational experiences of its 

students, while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they may fulfill God's plan for service in 

our world." 

BOARD MEETINGS:  

 The Board of Christian Child Development Center will 

meet on Wednesday, March 12th at 6:00 p.m.  Christy 

Garnhart is the  CCDC board director.  The Board of 

Christian Day School Education will meet on  March  17th  

at 5 PM.  John Wichmann is the director of the board.  

Both groups meet in the library.   

LENTEN CHAPEL & WORSHIP SERVICES:  

5th-7th grade students will be singing on March 12th & 

13th.  3rd-4th grade students will be singing on March 

19th and 20th.  April 2nd & 3rd will be the days that 1st 

and 2nd graders sing. The 8th Grade Last Supper Drama 

will be on April 9th & 10th; the 7th graders will support 

them.  Chapel services are at 8:50 a.m. on Wednesdays; 

Worship services are at 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays.          

School News 
News Worth Noting 

CHANGE IN SCHOOL CALENDAR DAYS OFF: Pre-

viously scheduled early dismissal days on March 11th and April 

8th, both Tuesdays will now be full days of school.  This is due to 

the number of snow days we have experienced resulting in school 

cancellation.  There will be bus service as District 145 is also hav-

ing full days. 

SPRING BREAK: March 24th-28th will be spring break for 

Immanuel students.  The CCDC will be open, however school of-

fices will be closed.  School will resume on Monday March 31st. 

PIZZA HUT FUNDRAISER: Tuesday, March 11 is Imman-

uel Night at the Pizza Hut on Willard Street.  From 5 until 8 PM, 

the 8th graders will be greeting, waiting on tables, and cleaning 

up.  Any tips that may be given will go toward their class 

trip.   Remember, it’s the south side Pizza Hut on Willard Street. 

VISIT IMMANUEL AT THE HOME SHOW: The Ste-

phenson Country home show will be March 15th-16th at the 

YMCA/HCC Sports Complex.  Stop by the Immanuel School 

booth and say hello. 

OLD MAGAZINES??  Mrs. Truckenmiller is seeking current 

and old issues of: Disney Adventures, Sports Illustrated for Kids, 

National Geographic World, Highlights, Guideposts for Kids, Zoo-

book, Ladybug and Spider.   Bring them to the school office or 2nd 

grade classroom. 

THANK YOU:   Our Tri-State Tournament was a huge success.  

Thank you to all of the volunteers and for the many donations that 

made it possible.  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION will be available on-

line in the next week or two.   Look for more information about  

this new process! 

OPEN FORUM FOR ILS FAMILIES  

Immanuel Lutheran School will be hosting an Open Forum 

for Parents on Wednesday, March 12th at 6:30pm in the 

church Fellowship Hall, (lower level).   There will be infor-

mation on TADS, Immanuel's new online enrollment, finan-

cial aid and tuition  management system that we will be us-

ing soon for registration.  In addition, information will be 

shared on the call for our new administrator and current 

events in the school. There will be a question and answer 

session for parents. We encourage you to attend the forum 

and bring your questions. 
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Kindergarten-  
The Kindergarteners all knew March would start 

out with “lion-like” weather.  They are looking for-

ward to some “lamb-like” weather in Spring!  The 

class will be working on a unit about their bod-

ies.  They will be learning how God specially made 

their brain, lungs, heart, stomach, bones and muscles to work 

together.  The children have been working on a 

measurement unit in math and will be learning how 

to tell time on the hour and what coins are 

worth.  They have had fun working on rhyming 

words and word families.  The class continues to do 

a great job each week in their reading groups.   In 

religion the class has been learning about the miracles Jesus did 

to show everyone he was the son of God.  The children will 

begin learning about the events that led up to Holy Week.   

1st Grade -  

The first graders are busy working with geometry 

and fractions. They have become construction 

workers to work on their shapes.  They are working 

very hard on their Young Author sto-

ries. This is the first story they have ever written 

and they are very excited about seeing it made into 

a book.  The first grade class continues to work in 

their reading groups.  Together they read stories 

and work together on new vocabulary words.   

2nd Grade - 

The second-graders did great  in learning how to 

add two-digit numbers that required regroup-

ing!  We are moving into subtracting two-digit 

numbers that require regrouping.  Parents, I’d en-

courage you to use math log practice time to work 

on counting coins and telling time also.  Those concepts often 

need to be revisited frequently.  Skip counting is another skill 

you can practice at home, in the car, while waiting for the wait-

ress, etc.  Ask your child to count forward, backwards, skip 

counting by 2, 3, 5, 10.  Don’t always begin at the begin-

ning…”skip count by fives, beginning at 40.” Taking Accelerat-

ed Reader tests is becoming a little easier now.  Continue to en-

courage your child to check out at least one AR book each Tues-

day.  If the book needs to be returned before the test is taken, 

simply write the title on a piece of paper for your child. Thanks 

for helping out with this. 

3rd Grade -  

Do you know the five animal groups with backbones?  The third 

graders are exploring the vertebrates and have been assigned the 

task, in groups, 

to show their animal group with a large poster and a 

worksheet to be used when they present the group 

to the whole class.  The vertebrates include the 

birds, fish, amphibians, mammals, and reptiles.  A 

test is coming up in math on the concept and products of the ze-

ros, ones, twos, threes, and five times tables.  In art class, the 

lessons will include the primary and secondary colors.  The size 

of a community is the topic in social studies where many factors 

will determine if a community is urban, suburban, or rural.    

4th Grade -  

The fourth grade has been working on many 

things.  The class has just finished a novel study on 

A Long Way from Chicago.  They have been work-

ing very hard on long division in math.  The class 

has just finished a story writing unit in English and 

will begin a unit about pronouns next.  In science they are con-

tinuing to learn about matter and weather.  The class is finishing 

up studying about the Southeast region in social studies and will 

move on to the Midwest next.  In religion the students are learn-

ing about the Means of     grace.  They have studied baptism and 

are now learning about the Lord’s Supper.   

5th Grade - 

The fifth graders are learning about the Lord’s 

Prayer in religion class.  They are going through the 

meaning of each petition and learning what it 

means when we pray the Lord’s Prayer.  In math 

they have finished the geometry unit and are now 

multiplying and dividing with decimals.  The Revolutionary War 

is the topic for both reading and social studies.  They are reading 

short stories about Paul Revere and James Forten and learning 

what life was like during the war.  In social studies they are stud-

ying the Declaration of Independence and the battles of the 

war.  They are also learning about the men and women who 

started our country.  They are finishing their earth science unit 

by learning about dinosaurs and looking at where dinosaurs are 

mentioned in the Bible.  The fifth graders enjoyed all the special 

days we celebrated during Lutheran Schools Week.  It is hard to 

believe we are almost finished with the third quarter! 

6th Grade - 

The sixth graders have been very busy in February. 

In math, the sixth graders have been working with 

ratios, proportions, and percentages. They have prac-

ticed finding missing sides to similar figures, calcu-

lating distances on scale map, and figuring discounts, sales tax 

and tips. In religion, the sixth graders are studying the petitions 

of the Lord’s Prayer. It has been great for them to study God’s 

Word to better understand a prayer they have known for so long. 

In English, the sixth graders have been working on the research 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 
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lating distances on scale map, and figuring discounts, sales tax 

and tips. In religion, the sixth graders are studying the petitions 

of the Lord’s Prayer. It has been great for them to study God’s 

Word to better understand a prayer they have known for so long. 

In English, the sixth graders have been working on the research 

process. They have learned how to write note cards, source 

cards, outlines, and bibliographies. They have learned a lot about 

their topic, the Danish Resistance during World War II. In read-

ing, the sixth graders have been reading scientific accounts about 

outer space and the ocean. In science, the sixth graders have 

been studying the atmosphere. They have learned about atmos-

pheric pressure, global wind patterns, and local wind patterns. 

The sixth graders are very proud of their classmates Grace Julius 

(1st), Lindsey Halter (2nd), Kristi Clymer (3rd), and Keyan Kutzke 

(4th) because of their great spelling. Grace and Keyan represent-

ed the class in the school bee.  After completing a lengthy unit 

on Ancient Greece, history students will work on a shorter unit 

on India.  This fascinating unit will include several activities 

from a Christian mission curriculum called, “Five Days in In-

dia.”  

7th Grade - 

 In English, the 7th graders are finishing up their 

study of modifiers and will begin studying preposi-

tions and their phrases which are used as modifi-

ers.  They continue with their study of the novel in 

literature.  They are reading Johnny Tremain, a 

Revolutionary War novel, as they study that time in history. In 

Math, they are finishing up a chapter on percents. Next up, read-

ing graphs.   Science class is beginning to learn all about the hu-

man body.:  Student PowerPoint presentations about the Ameri-

can Revolution were excellent and very educational.  It was great 

that history, computer, and literature classes integrated on this 

unit – as literature students read Johnny Tremain.  A study of the 

Federalist Era and early US Presidents will be the next unit of 

study.  Parents and students are asked to meet with Mr. Welton 

on Thursday evening, April 10th at 7:30, after the Lenten service, 

to plan the graduation banquet. 

8th Grade - 

In English, the 8th graders are reviewing preposi-

tional phrases, conjunction, and interjections.  They 

will then dig deeply into verbs and all of their tens-

es.  In lit, they continue with their novel study, 

reading Johnny Tremain as they study the Revolutionary War in 

history.   In Math, they are finishing up Geometry. Next up, sta-

tistics and probability.Science class will soon be learning about 

simple machines.The students learned so much about the Ameri-

can Revolution through the integration of technology and litera-

ture with history, as students presented PowerPoints and read 

Johnny Tremain.  Students will be studying early US presidents 

as part of their next unit on the Federalist Era.  It’s hard to be-

lieve that within a month, students will embark on their class trip 

to New York City.  Every student and family has worked hard to 

make that dream a reality. 

 

OTHER NEWS… 

IOWA TEST OF BASIC SKILLS  

(ITBS) 

 

The week of March 17th—24th will be ITBS Testing 

Week at Immanuel. The Iowa Test of Basic Skills is a 

standardized achievement test for students.  The test is 

tailored specifically for different grade levels. Devel-

oped by the College of Education at the University of 

Iowa, the ITBS is used to monitor year-to-year progress 

and can help supplement teachers in their observations 

about student capabilities, such as what a student’s most 

and lease developed skills are.  

Parents should also be mindful of helping their children 

understand the importance of the test. Like the teachers, 

parents should encourage students to do well and give 

their best effort, even if they don't know the answers to 

all the questions. 

 First through eighth grades will be participating in the 

testing.  On the evenings prior to the standardized tests, 

parents should make sure their students get enough 

sleep, along with getting a nutritious breakfast. 
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 Preschoolers and pat-

terns 
Long before children begin 

writing numbers they begin the 

concept of understanding num-

bers.  In our preschool classes 

we make opportunities for 

math experiences to take place 

all over the classroom, not just 

with pencil and paper at a table 

or counting the days on a cal-

endar.   

Most toddlers can generally identify which object is the 

larger of two things—the larger truck, doll or cookie.  

With experience, practice, and increasing skill, children 

develop the ability to classify, order, rank and evaluate 

relationships among objects.  They begin to use some 

logic to figure out how things work together.   

As skills expand for comparing objects, we introduce 

patterns and graphs.  Patterns are all around us in the 

clothes we wear.  Patterns appear naturally in nature, on 

animals and in our daily routines.  For preschoolers, 

identifying and creating patterns is the beginning of un-

derstanding life-long math concepts.  Patterns allow us 

to guess what will come next.  An understanding of how 

patterns work allow children to make connections, make 

a  prediction and solve a problem. 

Parents can help:  Parents can use the world 

around them, and objects found around the house to in-

troduce your child to patterning and a life-long under-

standing of logic. 

From squares of paper glued in an ABABAB pattern to 

children lined up to leave to leave the room in a boy, 

girl, boy girl line, children are enhancing their classifica-

tion skills and their ability to make one-to-one corre-

spondences.   Be on the lookout for patterns other than 

the simple ABABAB pattern such as AABAAB.  The 

simplest pattern will involve two variables, perhaps two 

colors.  You can also find or make patterns that are not 

visible, but may use other senses of hearing or touch.  

The pattern could be a sound, a rhythm.  You can try 

clapping your hands quiet, soft, quiet, soft; or you can 

clap, stomp, slap your thighs and repeat it.  Look for pat-

terns everywhere and you will know your child under-

stands the concept when she or he points them out to 

you. 

Find patterns when you are out and about:  
Be on the lookout for patterns and have your child iden-

tify them for you.  Be sure to have your child repeat 

what the pattern is.  Look on the bottom of your shoes 

and on the clothes everyone is wearing.  Is there a pat-

tern there?  Do you have patterns in your daily routine?  

Perhaps mom drops children off at school and dad picks 

them up.  Maybe there  is a pattern to bedtime routines; 

first Mary chooses a book to read, then dad, then Mary.  

When the pattern is established, be sure to ask your child 

what will be next.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

From the CCDC  

Child Development Center 815-232-3443   
1964 W. Pearl City Road Freeport, IL 61032 

Email: syarzak@ourgodwithus.com  Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 
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Pre-K3—The 3 year old preschool class welcomed a new 

student in February.  Jonah joined the class and his new friends did a 
wonderful job of welcoming him to the group. The most exciting 
thing the boys and girls did this month was get out and sled down the 
hill.  The children had so much fun going down the hill climbing back 
up it and going down again.  They also had fun squirting the snow 
different colors.  They tried to make snowmen, but the snow was not 
wet enough to stick together.  Maybe in March, they will have the 
opportunity to make a snowman because there are still several 
weeks before spring begins.  The girls and boys played with snow in 
the sensory table.  They particularly had fun painting it with watercol-
ors.  The children learned about the Olympics, their hearts, their 
teeth and they had a fun Valentine's Day party.  The boys and girls 
learned about the different sports countries compete in at the Olym-
pics.  They all practiced skating in our classroom.  They know their 
hearts are about the size and shape of their fists.  They learned they 
will grow two sets of teeth and they should brush them every-
day.  They learned that famous Americans can be men or women and 
that one of them may be famous some day.  The children sat as still 
as they could so I could trace around thier silhouette.  If you have a 
chance, come see thier pictures in our hallway and see if you can 
guess who is who.   The boys and girls are improving at writing their 
names and they are doing a fine job of recognizing the sounds the 
letters of the alphabet make.  

Pre-K4-The 4-year old preschool class has been very busy 
lately. They have had several fun themes over the past cou-
ple of weeks. We had a Dr. Seuss themed week, where read 
many of his books and worked on rhyming words. Some of 
the Dr. Seuss characters even came to visit our classroom, 
which was a lot of fun. We also did a presidents theme 
where we did several activities including money. We also 
learned all about our five senses and how we use them to 
explore the world. During this time, we also discussed how 
we can use our senses to honor God, such as using our 
ears to listen to Him or our eyes to read His word, etc. In 
March, we are beginning our study of space and looking at 
all the wonder God has created. Throughout all this we still 
continue to work on letter/number recognition, letter/number 
writing, patterns, and a little bit of phonics. Overall we have 
been learning a lot but also having a lot of fun! We are look-
ing forward to warmer weather in the coming weeks so we 
can hopefully get some time outside to play.   

 

 

 

 

CCDC News 

SAY ROOM 

  

Hello from the SAY room.  I would like to share information about a program we have been using the past 
several weeks.  This was developed with help and input from the chidlren who use the SAY room before 
and after school. 

It is a  program that recognizes positive and negative behaviors.  The chidlren decided that if they are real-
ly good and show exceptional beharior they will have a chance to get a reward.  The rewards include:  can-
dy bars, Gatorade, helping the preschoolers, choosing an  activity for the SAY group,  and choosing the 
snack for the day.  There are also rewards for negative bahaviors such as losing the ability to participate, 
having toys taken away and quiet time. 

The children draw a stick from the blue cup for postitive rewards and the red cup for negative re-
wards.  Blue cup or red cup, positive or negative, either way the child earned it with behavior. 

This has improved positive behavior and I want everyone to know how proud of the boys and girls I am! 

  

Tina Rubin, SAY room coordinator 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 

Jessica Snyder 

31 

Michael Erdman 

 

Pat Hollister 

    1 

2 

Eric Dittmar 

3 

Todd Bartels 

4 

Andrea Donmeyer 

 

Dolores Halter 

 

John Medler 

5 

Emma Fee 

 

Mina Gotham 

 

Chad Reedy 

 

Curtis Tipton 

6 

Karen Gieseke 

 

Roger Halbin 

 

Brenna Hofmaster 

7 

Grace Luedtke 

8 

Sharon Fee 

9 

Bob Brock 

 

Amanda Meyers 

10 

Macy Barkley 

 

Sam Bryant 

11 12 

Oscar Rhea 

13 14 

Kendall Burt 

 

Kaitlyn Meyerho-

fer 

15 

Carol Sue Howe 

 

Joann Schooff 

 

Mackenzie Wag-

ner 

16 

Taylor Dietmeier 

 

Nichole Le 

17 

Andrew Stevens 

18 19 

Jeremiah Dittmar 

 

Allison Kundert 

 

Nancy Serafini 

20 

Craig Deininger 

 

Matthew Fee 

 

Laura Geiken 

 

Jaxson Schopf 

21 

Tim Fee 

22 

23 

Nina Harn 

24 25 

Dutch Bamberg 

 

Richie Thompson 

26 

Pam Dole 

 

Nan McMurray 

27 28 

Rachel Barbian 

 

David Klipping 

 

Earl Pankonin 

29 

Megan Hayunga 

 

Pat Levitski 

 

Karen Manson 

March Church Member Birthdays 
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Lectionary Readings for Month 

Proper use of wealth 

Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving 

hand. Give us grace that we may honor You with all we 

own, always remembering the account we must one day 

give to Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Proper use of leisure 

O God, give us times of refreshment and peace in the 

course of this busy life. Grant that we may so use our 

leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds that 

we may be opened to the goodness of Your creation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

Newness of life in Christ 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the 

works of darkness and put upon ourselves the armor of 

light now in the time of this mortal life in which Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 

in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may 

rise to the life immortal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Prayers from the Hymnal 

Lent  Mar. 9 First S. in Lent Gen. 3:1–21 Psalm 32:1–7 Rom. 5:12–19 Matt. 4:1–11 

  

 Mar. 16 Second S. in Lent Gen. 12:1–9 Psalm 121 Rom. 4:1–8, 
13–17 

John 3:1–17 

  

 Mar. 23 Third S. in Lent Ex.17:1–7 Psalm 95:1–9 Rom. 5:1–8 John 4:5–26 (27–
30, 39–42) 

  

 Mar. 30 Fourth S. in Lent Is. 42:14–21 Psalm 142 Eph. 5:8–14 John 9:1–41 or 
John 9:1–7, 13–
17, 34–39 

 Apr. 6 Fifth S. in Lent Ezek. 37:1–14 Psalm 130 Rom. 8:1–11 John 11:1–45 
(46–53) or 
John 11:17–27, 
38–53 


