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Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 

mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 
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A congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

Church 815.235.1993  * Fax 815.233.9158   

www.ourgodwithus.com 

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED:  Wanted—Bus 

drivers to drive our Church bus on Sunday 

mornings.  No special license needed but 

must be over 21 (insurance).  Contact Dan 

Medler—dmelder@aeroinc.net or 815-

541-5709 

AV VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Volunteers 

are needed to operate our Audio & Visual 

equipment. Please consider joining the 

A/V team. Talk to Pastor Ros, Keith Stan-

ton or Curt Hollister for more information, 

or you can signup at the Welcome Center 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN MOBI-

LIZED:  The Sunday School children have 

been talking about hungry people and how 

can kids help.  Expect to see a lot of them 

in the next four weeks as they will be 

working hard on a major food drive.  

Please plan to support their efforts and 

help them succeed by bringing your non 

perishable food items over the next sever-

al weeks.    Plan to see the children at the 

door waiting for your donations.  The food 

will support the FACC food pantry that has 

an increased need in the summertime. 

VBS COMING SOON:  This year our VBS 

theme is Sonrise National Park, VBS will 

take place from June  17-20 in the morn-

ings with a big closing worship Thursday 

June 20 @ 6:30 PM.  All children are wel-

come to attend this free event.  As about 

100 children on average attend this event 

we will need plenty of help, if you would 

like to help some or all of the days contact 

Amanda.  Helpers must have completed 

6th grade.  There will be an organizational 

meeting for helpers on May 19th following 

second service, light lunch will be provid-

ed. 

SUMMER OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE:  Summer is coming soon 

and along with that is our great tradition of 

outdoor worship services with food and 

fellowship before.  The scheduled dates 

this year are June 6, July 18 and August 

15. 

MAY MUSIC:  Special Mother’s Day mu-

sic during both services on May 12th.  

Children’s Choir and Immanuel Children. 

 

No Choir or Bells in May. 

CONCORDIA SOCIETY:  Concordia Society 

(ladies afternoon group) will meet Wednes-

day, May 1, 2013 in the Fellowship Hall at 

12:00PM for a Share—a– Salad Luncheon.  

Officers will furnish drinks and dessert.  De-

votions– Isaiah 54, “No weapon shall suc-

ceed against you.”  No collections today, 

election of president and secretary, report 

from June luncheon committee. 

SHUT INS:  If you are aware of members 

who are unable to attend church because of 

sickness, age or infirmity, please share this 

information with Pastor Schultz or Pastor 

Schwichtenberg. 

YOUNG AT HEART:  Will meet at 11:30 AM 

on May 16th for a pot luck meal.   Entertain-

ment will be Elaine Hayunga and Friends 

with a patriotic music program. 

FIDELES:  will meet on Tuesday, May 7th at 

6:30 pm in the fellowship hall.  "Nifty Thrifty" 

ladies Norma Parriott and Phyllis Goodsell 

will show us how to dress without spending a 

lot of money, including purchases made at a 

"Thrift Store."  All ladies of the congregation 

are invited to join us for the program and 

fellowship.   

SPORTS PHYSICALS: 

May 29th 

Cost: $20 

Time: 5:15 pm till 6:30 pm 

Open to general public, invite friends.  

Wanting to volunteer, contact Carol 
Gray 

A NOTE FROM OUR FINANCIAL SECRE-

TARIES:  Giving statements will no longer 

be printed on a quarterly basis, only at year 

end.  If you would like to receive a copy of 

your statement during the year, we would be 

happy to print one for you; just let us know.  

 Thank you.  Contact the church office if you 

need a statement printed. 

OUTDOOR MOVIE SERIES ANNOUNCED:  
We will be offering three outdoor movies this 
summer.  These will be presented on a 25 
foot screen by a professional  company save 
the dates, July 12, August 24 and September 
6. 

 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE:  Have you been go-

ing through your closets, looking at your 

furniture, eyeing the extra stuff in your 

garage and finding items you no longer 

want or need?   Remember that Immanu-

el will be holding their annual Rummage 

Sale Thursday, June 6th - Saturday, 

June 8th.  Set up will be  Saturday, June 

1st after which items can be brought to 

the school gymnasium.  A sign up sheet 

will be available in May so check your 

calendar to see when you can help.  Re-

member this sale allows you to get rid of 

items you no longer need or want, brings 

people into the school while raising funds 

for worthwhile causes.  Thank you in ad-

vance for your help.  Questions,  contact 

Judy Stanton at 815-990-0306. 

LOOKING AHEAD:  One of our Immanu-

el traditions is reading John 3:16 in differ-

ent languages on Pentecost Sunday (50 

days after Easter).  This year Pentecost 

is on Sunday, May 19.  See the clipboard 

on the narthex bulletin board to sign up if 

you could assist us with John 3:16 in a 

different language.   

OLD GYM LIGHTS:  With the change to 
newer light fixtures in the gym, we have 
16 old light fixtures for sale.  They are 
industrial/commercial light fixtures for 
indoor use.  There are 4 each 120 volt, 
250 watt fixtures at $ 30 each and 12 
each 120 volt, 400 watt halogen metalarc 
fixtures at $ 40 each.  All had working 
bulbs when removed.  They are available 
for viewing in the shed.  If interested, 
contact Bob Foley, Gene Lashinski, Jerry 
Abramowski, Gerry Rausch or Gary 
Popp.  Thank you. Properties Committee. 

A NOTE OF THANKS:  To the many, 
many hours of work that was put into the 
organ project.  It is truly a work of art that 
will glorify God for generations to come, 
we are so blessed at Immanuel.  To Don 
Diestlemeier, Gerry Rausch, Jim Moss, 
Vickie Lashinski, Gene Lashinski Mary 
Lynn Luy and organ committee.  Thanks 
to all who participated in the dedication 
services and the special concert on Sun-
day, April 28.  Special thanks to the 
Handbell choir for performing and for 
preparing and serving the reception.  I 
really appreciate all of you who attended 
and supported the organ project. 

Diane Dietmeier 
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YOUTH NEWS AND 

EVENTS:   
May 5 – youth night 

May 10 – 2nd Friday (5-8 grades) 

May 10th – National Youth Gathering Participant 
event  

May 15 – Deposit for Middle School Mission Trip due 

May 19 – Community Service – Park Clean-up 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP;  All middle school 

youth who will have completed the sixth grade this sum-

mer are invited to go on the Middle School Mission Trip.  

We are headed to Minneapolis, MN to work with the home-

less and  the hungry.  We will be gone from July 31-

August 4.  The total cost of this trip is $80 and a $40 de-

posit must be paid by May 15 in order to secure your 

spot.  If you have any questions about this trip, please 

contact Amanda Jahnke at ajahnke@ourgodwithus.com. 

    
Thoughts from Pastor 
Schwichtenberg, our 
Associate Pastor 
 
This year Mother’s Day (the 

second Sunday of May) is set 

for Sunday, May 12.  Moth-

er’s Day is not a designated 

religious holiday, yet the 

church cannot and dare not 

ignore the spiritual undertones 

of mothers and motherhood.  

In my ministry I have found 

that Mother’s Day is one of the days in the year with the best 

church attendance.  Perhaps that in itself says something.  It is a 

joy to sit in church with our Christian mother. 

 Many mothers are the first Christian witness to their 

children.  They teach them prayers, they verbally and emotionally 

express God’s love to them, they sing Christian hymns and 

songs, and they emulate God’s love in Jesus Christ.  In addition, 

they teach them right from wrong.  Of course, fathers should be 

doing these things as well. 

I remember my mother teaching me to kneel beside my 

bed and to say my prayers.  The first prayer I remember was 

“Abba, Father, Amen.”  Around our meal tables we also (each of 

eight children, separately) had our own meal-time prayer.  I also 

remember attending worship and Sunday School as a family with 

Mom and Dad and all eight of us children.  All of us, in turn, 

attended catechism and took our confirmation vows before the 

altar of our church.  Mom was a great influence in every one of 

these areas. 

 I’m sure that not every mother does all of these things to 

the level they would like, but mothers, too, can be assured that 

they are forgiven and are given opportunities to “start over” and 

change and grow.  

 My mother went to be with the Lord in November of 

1996 at the age of 83.  She had some health problems but her 

death by a heart attack in her home was quite sudden.  As I at-

tended her funeral I was saddened as anyone is at the time of a 

death, but I was also positive that she was with the Lord and 

again and again I found myself saying that I did not “wish her 

back” to face even more health challenges.   

 Her funeral was more like a celebration than a time of 

grief as we rejoiced in the promise of the resurrection.  She had 

selected several Christian hymns and the Scripture that she want-

ed read at the service.  The pastor’s sermon was joyful and posi-

tive.  The outdoor committal service was laced with rain and sleet 

and snow as we all stood shivering at her grave.  I joked later that 

Mom would have said, “Get in out of this weather.  I am fine.” 

 In the days that followed her death and regularly now I 

found special comfort in the words of Proverbs 31:10-31.  These 

words are great to consider for “Mother’s Day” or as we consider 

the life of any Christian mother.  Verse 30 of this Scripture reads, 

“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who 

fears the Lord is to be praised.” 
 Praise God for Christian mothers!  

 

Go to our website (www.ourgodwithus.com) 

and click on this picture above to schedule a 

time to take your portrait for our pictorial direc-

tory.  All are encouraged to take part (Church, 

School, and CCDC families) 

 

Picture days are currently scheduled for: 

July 24th—27th 

August 5th and 6th 

mailto:ajahnke@ourgodwithus.com
https://www.securedata-trans14.com/ap/immanuellutheranchurchfreeport/index.php?page=10
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 Jim Bode, 88, a retired Delta Air 

Lines captain and former mem-

ber of Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, was featured in the 

“Interest Time” first 2013 quar-

terly mailing from the Lutheran 

Church Extension Fund.  Bode 

(whose father was the organist, 

teacher, and music director at Im-

manuel for many years) is a 

member of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church in Peachtree City, GA.   

 

Before his 31 years with Delta he 

served in World War II as a pilot, 

retiring as a Marine Corps colo-

nel.   In the article it said that he 

was retired as a pilot but will 

never retire “from serving as an 

enthusiastic Lutheran Church Ex-

tension Fund (LCEF) booster. 

 

Over the years Bode has seen 

many examples of how LCEF 

dollars strengthen ministry.  

LCEF provided loan support that 

helped his own young church, 

founded in 1995, building a 

school that now has 190 students.  

For information about his con-

gregation go to stpaulptc.org. 

 

When their four sons were 

youngsters Jim and Lenor Bode 

opened a Kids Into Discipleship 

and Stewardship (KIDS) invest-

ment for each one.  The stamp 

books provide a fun way to learn 

about sharing God’s blessings, 

investing and spending. 

 

Bode is a longtime investor and 

also a former LCEF Board of Di-

rectors members.  He notes, “The 

Lord gives us everything we have 

and He expects us to use our 

blessings to support His kingdom 

and follow the Great Commis-

sion of making disciples of all 

nations.” 

 

Immanuel Church is also heavily 

invested in LCEF with one of the 

largest single investment in Syn-

od as well as investments by 

many of our members.  Our orig-

inal loan for building our present 

church and school were also 

granted by LCEF and we rejoice 

that our buildings and property 

are debt free. 

 

Go to lcef.org to find out more 

information about this important 

arm of Synod.  

Motions Passed at the April’s Voters Meeting 

1 Board of Trustees 
Passed  

The Board of Trustees moves to accept the income and expenses of the Restricted and 

Memorial Accounts. 

2 Council Passed  Council submits the 2013 Strategic Immanuel plan for voters’ approval. 

3 Board of Stewardship 
 Passed 

Stewardship moves for Steve Gray to be added to Dave Richter's counting team. 

4 Board of Stewardship 

Passed  

Whereas the Board of Stewardship, under the direction and request of the Church Council, 

was given the responsibility of changing Immanuel’s budget cycle from a calendar year to 

a fiscal year, 

And whereas the Church By-Laws would be modified according to the new schedule, 

And whereas the Treasurer and Book Keeper will modify or change accounting accounts 

and procedures to accommodate the new schedule, 

And whereas the Church’s fiscal year will be changed from a December 31st year end, to 

June 30th year end, 

And whereas the financial results for the period from January 1, 2013 through June 30, 

2013 will be used as a six month budget with the first new fiscal year budget beginning on 

July 1, 2014, 

Be it resolved that Immanuel move to a fiscal year budget utilizing the a-for-mentioned 

dates and procedures. 

There was a friendly amendment that was accepted:  to move forward with the planning 

per the appropriate publication and changes in the by-laws 

5 Board of Publicity 

 Passed 

The Board of Publicity moves to proceed with the hosting of 3 Family Summer Movie 

Night events.  This is to be part of the tradition of Immanuel Cares events hosted in the 

past.  With hosting of 3 events we will receive a discount of $700.00 per event.  Cost per 

movie event will be $1,400.00 plus the movie license, compared to $2,100.00 plus movie 

license for a single event.  The total cost will be $4,200.00 

6 Board of Education 

 Passed 

The Board of Education moves to explore adding a bus ministry for the purposes of a bus 

ministry to Rockford Lutheran Senior High School for the 2013-2014 school year with 

funding coming from outside sources.  This ministry would fall under the Board of Educa-

tion 
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Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ, 

For the past couple of months, I’ve been 

listing the new youth ministry core values.  

Again they are (in no particular order): Bibli-

cal discipleship, Servant Leadership, Out-

reach, Fellowship, stability, and Relationships 

(with God, each other, and the church).  I 

would like to encourage parents and families 

to continue to discuss these values, why they 

are important, and how they can transfer to 

your daily lives.   

 This month I’d like to spend some time 

talking about outreach.  In the last chapter of 

Matthew, Jesus calls us to “Go and make dis-

ciples of all nations…”  The board of youth 

and I believe that we should be teaching our 

youth to hear and answer that call in their 

youth, so that they develop the tools to talk to 

others about their faith no matter where their 

lives may take them.  We are working on mak-

ing outreach a priority by focusing on two lev-

els, local and national.  On the local level we 

are striving to be the hands and feet of God to 

Northern IL, with a focus on Freeport.  We 

have traveled to Phil’s friends to work on care 

packages for cancer patients.  We have plans 

to help clean up parks, helping at the summer 

outdoor movies, and are working on other lo-

cal outreach events.  If you have any ideas, or 

know of someone who could use a particular 

kind of help, please feel free to tell me about 

it.  While we can’t do every idea that comes, 

we’d love some new local outreach ideas! 

We are also working on outreach on a 

national level.  Both the Jr. and Sr. youth are 

actively engaging in outreach on the national 

level this summer.  The Jr. youth (grades 6-8) 

are going on a mission trip to Minneapolis, 

MN where they will work with the homeless 

and hungry of that city.  The Sr. youth (grapes 

9-12) are attending the National Youth Gather-

ing.  While that may not seem like an outreach 

opportunity at first, I must beg to differ.  When 

the National Youth Gathering comes to a city, 

the city takes notice.  They notice the brightly 

colored backpacks that each participant car-

ries, they notice the t-shirts that many church-

es make that identify their home state, and 

they notice how our youth act.  Then they ask 

questions.  They ask who these kids are, why 

are they here, and what makes them so differ-

ent?  Often times these conversations lead to 

fantastic opportunities to share the Gospel.  So 

in that way our high school youth, along with 

25,000 other high school youth, are engaged in 

outreach through the National Youth Gather-

ing. 

 

 

In His Service, 

 

Amanda Jahnke 

Romans 10:14-15 

Amanda’s First Children’s Sermon 

in our Midst. 
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The School is Springing with Activi-

ty! 

The May flowers should be beauti-

ful.  We’ve had enough April show-

ers!  The month of May will bring 

many outdoor events including field 

trips and track meets. 

Several field trips took place in 

April.  The 8th graders had an incred-

ible trip to Washington, D.C.  They went to a dramatiza-

tion at Ford’s Theatre, saw the changing of the guards at 

Arlington National Cemetery, experienced an organ 

demonstration at the National Cathedral, participated in a 

personal tour of the Capitol by Senator Mark Kirk’s intern, 

went to a Bulls/Wizards NBA game, visited two Smith-

sonian museums, and walked for miles around the Nation-

al Mall.  It was the experience of a lifetime for these fortu-

nate young people.  The 7th and 8th graders also went to 

Springfield in March.  In April, the 6th graders went to the 

Field Museum in Chicago.  The kindergartners and 1st 

graders went to the Discovery Center in Rockford.  The 

2nd graders went to the Freeport Art Museum.  Upcoming 

field trips include the preschool picnics, a 3rd and 4th grade 

tour of Freeport, a 4th and 5th grade trip to Lake Le-Aqua-

Na, and a 7th grade trip to the Shedd Aquarium.  The expe-

rience of these trips goes beyond the destinations them-

selves.  Special thanks to the Parent-Teacher League for 

sponsoring many of these trips.  

The Parent-Teacher League also held a Fiesta Night on 

April 12.  About 100 people mingled and enjoyed walking 

tacos and Ron Halter as disc jockey.  Our 22nd Annual 

Lancer Track Meet was well attended despite the cold 

weather.  Our junior varsity boys won 1st place, as did our 

varsity girls.  Our j.v. girls came in 3rd place and our varsi-

ty boys came in 3rd place, too.  Thanks to all who helped 

make the event a success.  The 6th, 7th, and 8th graders per-

formed some beautiful songs at their spring concert, with 

150 people in attendance on Thursday evening. 

The month of May will be busy with special events.  The 

preschool program will take place during chap-

el on May 1 and on Thursday evening at 6:30.  

All are welcome.  Our annual Academic and 

Art Fair will take place on Tuesday, May 7th from 6:30 to 

8:00 PM.  Friends are welcome to visit all of the school 

and see student generated projects throughout the facility.  

Information about the school will also be available for 

pick-up.  The kindergarten through 4th grade Field Day 

will take place on Friday morning, May 10th – followed by 

a light lunch and an 11:45 dismissal.  The kindergarten 

classes will be holding Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day 

events in May as well.  The 7th grade parents are hosting 

the graduation banquet on Friday, May 17th.  Graduation is 

on May 22nd at 7:00.  The 8th graders invite the entire Im-

manuel family to this event.  Thursday, May 23 is a teach-

er work day, with no school.  The last day of school is Fri-

day, May 24 with closing chapel and a 10:15 dismissal.   

Summer events abound.  The rummage sale benefits the 

Freeport community.  Items may be brought in after noon 

on June 1st.  The sale takes place June 6, 7, and 8.  Vaca-

tion Bible School will be June 17-20.  The gym will be 

closed for ceiling work June 24 through July 5th.  A tenta-

tive date for Movie Night in our soccer field is Friday, 

May 12th.  Watch for further details. 

Immanuel changed its anti-bullying policies last year.  An 

electronic survey will allow parents to express their reac-

tions.  A lock-down drill with police presence will take 

place at 9 AM on May 6th.  A de-briefing meeting fol-

lowed by a general security meeting taking place at 4 PM 

that day.  John Wichmann will be serving as school  board 

chairperson through 2013.  Since District 145 has not ap-

proved a detailed academic calendar for the upcoming 

year, we have not either;  we will publish online as soon as 

those decisions are made. 

God bless all of you as we all look forward to warmer 

weather and summer.  God bless all of the spring and sum-

mer activities that are planned or will take place in the 

near future. 

In Christ, 

Mike Welton 

 

From the Principal:  Michael Welton, Principal 

1964 W. Pearl City Road  +  Freeport, Illinois 61032 

Phone 815-232-3511 or +  Fax # 815-233-9158 

e-mail mwelton@ourgodwithus.com+  www.ourgodwithus.com 
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Keep Our Children Safe  

“Reminder of the Month” 

Do not drop your student off at the playground be-

fore 8:15 a.m. or at the school’s front door in the 

morning because there is no adult supervision. 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, exists to call students into a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them to be 

effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel Lutheran 

School strives to direct the educational experiences of its 

students, while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they may fulfill God's plan for service in 

our world." 

BOARD MEETINGS:  The Board of Christian Child Development 

Center will meet on Wednesday, May 8th at 6:00 p.m.  Christy 

Garnhart is the  CCDC board director.  The Board of Christian Day 

School Education will hold their meeting Monday, May 13th at 5 

PM.  John Wichmann is the director of the board.  Both groups meet 

in the library.   

 

EARLY DISMISSAL DAY:  On Fri-

day,  May 10th, school will dismiss at 

11:45 a.m.  This is a teacher in-service 

day.  School bus service will be provid-

ed.  If you intend to use the CCDC after school care 

please sign up or contact Stephanie Yarzak at 232-3443.  

Pack a sack lunch for your child, if they are using 

CCDC services.  
 

NO SCHOOL ON THURSDAY MAY 23: This is a 

teacher work day.  CCDC will be open.; sign up or con-

tact Stephanie Yarzak at 232-3443 to participate. 
 

CLOSING DAY SCHEDULE: The last day of school 

is Friday, May 24.  The day will start at 8:45 a.m. with 

awards in home classrooms.  Closing chapel will com-

mence at 9:15 a.m.  School will be dismissed at 10: 15 

a.m. 
 

School News 
News Worth Noting 

GRADUATION:  All are invited to the Im-

manuel Lutheran School 8th grade gradua-

tion on Wednesday, May 22rd at 7:00 in Im-

manuel Church.  This is a special day for these 

young people, and their Immanuel friends and family are truly 

welcome.  Our graduates are Isabelle Frautschy, Jennifer 

Gantzer, Alex Gravenstein, Grant Holman, Maggie Jacobs, 

Courtney Kappes, Kadin Kutzke, Carson Meyers, Anna Price, 

Ethan Richter, Sydney Roger, Michah Sclesselman and Trey 

Stass. 

REGISTRATION for the 2013—2014 school 

year has moved to Open Enrollment for those not 

a student here during the 2012-2013 school year.  

Do you know someone interested in our school?  

Have them call the school at 815-232-3511. They 

may qualify for financial need scholarships.  

Please let your friends know about ILS.  It may be the best 

thing you could ever do for them.  

HELP WITH DISCOUNT CARDS: Work on the annual dis-

count cards takes place over the summer, and help is needed to 

contact businesses and organize the sale.  If you can help, con-

tact Mr. Welton at 815-232-3511. 

MARKET DAY orders for May are due May 24th with pickup 

May 28th from 3-5 pm in the school cafeteria.  Market Day or-

ders for June are due June 14th with pickup June 18th from 3-5 

pm in the school cafeteria.  You may order on their web site, 

www.marketday.com. 

WORK AT THE FAIR:  Immanuel School will be working at 

the Fair Wednesday and Friday, July 10 and 12  Can 

you help either or both evenings?  Friday will be at 

the Butterfly Pork Chop Booth and Wednesday will 

be at the Beef Corral.  It’s fun, sometimes fast-

paced, and delicious.  Call the school office at 815-

232-3511.   

SCRIP brings tuition discounts to Immanuel families.  Half 

of the Scrip profits listed on the form go to your tuition reduc-

tion.  You can place your order online @ 

www.shopwithscrip.com.  The enrollment code is 

3FC1A1E411864.  Once you have your con-

firmation form printed, bring that to the 

school with your payment. 
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Kindergarten-  

The Kindergarteners are winding up their year with lots 

of fun activities and events.  They would like to thank 

Immanuel’s Young At Heart group for inviting them to 

their April meeting.  The children had a wonderful time 

eating lunch and listening to Mr. Worrall’s presentation on antique 

cars!  The class enjoyed traveling with Mrs. Dietmeier to Park View 

Home to sing for the residents on April 29th.  The Discovery Center 

was an amazing trip for the Kindergarten and First graders.  Many 

thanks to the parents who helped!  The Kindergartners are preparing 

for their Mother’s and Father’s day celebrations on May 3rd and 10th.  

They are looking forward to thanking each parent for all they do!!  

The students will be presenting what they learned about how God 

makes our bodies work at the Academic Fair Open House on May 7th.  

The class has worked very hard this year and will be getting ready for 

their graduation ceremony on Friday, May 24th!  Families 

are all invited. 

 

Over the summer it will be very important for the future 

first graders to keep working on their reading skills and 

becoming a more fluent reader.  Working on some addition and sub-

traction problems which can be found throughout the day would be 

great.   Continuing to write in their journals will help the children with 

their handwriting skills.  The class is looking forward to an exciting 

end to Kindergarten and to new adventures in first grade!! 

 

1st Grade -   

The first graders had quite a busy April; from leading 

Chapel to going on a field trip to the Discovery Cen-

ter.  They are now on a journey, a scientific jour-

ney.  All first graders are preparing an experiment to 

share with their classmates.  To complete this journey 

they must research, gather materials, form a hypothesis, and observe 

what actually happens during the experiment.  Along with 

getting ready for Academic Fair, they continue working 

on time and probability.  As always, they continue work-

ing on their addition and subtraction facts.  Now may be a 

great time to buy a set of flash cards for the summer.   

 

2nd Grade - 

The second graders are having so much fun reading 

Charlotte’s Web in class! There are many valuable les-

sons tucked right inside this cute little story.  It’s been 

interesting to note the similarities and differences be-

tween life on a farm in the 1950’s and our own lives to-

day. Choose a childhood favorite or a classic  story to read with your 

child this summer! The students will be sharing their Academic Fair 

projects on Tuesday, May 7th.  The theme is Ecology.  Second-graders 

are actually natural conservationists and are compassionate about tak-

ing care of the planet created for them by their God. Please visit Im-

manuel’s Academic and Art Fair on May 7th from 6:30-8:00. 

 

3rd Grade -  

It is finally warm enough to throw open the windows in 

the third grade classroom!  Each child in the class was 

given a free pine tree seedling to take home and plant.  It 

was a gift from the Colby Smith Memorial and the Ste-

phenson Soil & Water Conservation District.  What fun 

to plant and watch one of God’s living trees grow.  In Math, the class 

is learning how to multiply up to four single digits.  The new Social 

Studies chapter will be on geography of a community.  Primary and 

secondary colors are being learned in Art and we are finishing up the 

capital cursive letters in handwriting.  Please come and see our Aca-

demic Research Projects on May 7th! 

 

4th Grade -  

The time is flying by!  The fourth graders will be busy 

this month.  The class is capping off their Illinois history 

unit with a field trip around Freeport on May 2.  The 

third graders will be joining us on that trip where 

we will learn some important things about the his-

tory of our town.  On Tuesday, May 7 the state pro-

jects are due.  The students will be presenting them 

in class that day and they will be displayed at the 

Academic Fair Open House that evening from 6:30 

– 8:00.  Come and see all of the state projects as 

well as the projects for other grades.  Take a look at 

5th grade to see what is coming up!  The fourth 

graders will be hosting a U. S. Regions Food Fair 

for the 3rd and 5th graders on Tuesday, May 14.  On 

Friday, May 17 the class with join the 5th graders 

on an outdoor education field trip to Lake Le-Aqua-

Na.   

           

5th Grade - 

The fifth graders just completed a unit in religion about 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, called the Sacra-

ments.  They learned what a sacrament is and the bless-

ings we receive when we participate in those sacraments.  They en-

joyed using their catechisms to help them with this study.  The topic 

for math is fraction concepts, such as greatest common factor, least 

common multiple, equivalent fractions, and reducing fractions.  They 

are working hard on these concepts, so they are ready to add and sub-

tract fractions.  In science they are learning about the solar sys-

tem.  They have studied the sun, the constellations, and the plan-

ets.  They continue to learn about the Revolutionary War in social 

studies class.  They are learning about the sacrifices both men and 

women made to win this war.  English class is about adverbs and 

prepositions and writing descriptive paragraphs.  Each student created 

their own planet and wrote about its features.  For reading class the 

students are reading the novel Hatchet by Gary Paulsen.  They are 

really enjoying the book and the adventures the character has in order 

to survive in the wild.  Each student is also learning about a Central or 

South American country for their academic fair project.  They have 

completed the research and are now working on their display and the 

alphabet book they have to write. 

 

6th Grade - 

The sixth graders have been working furiously on their 

academic fair projects. They are so excited to be work-

ing on topics that they got to choose. In math, the sixth graders have 

been working on conversions, measurements and geometry. In sci-

ence, they are studying weather and climate. In religion, the sixth 

graders have been reviewing the events after Easter, including a Pen-

tecost celebration. In reading, the sixth graders are reading Number 

the Stars by Lois Lowry. As a matter of fact, April is Holocaust Re-

membrance Month. They are really enjoying this historical fiction. 

Prior to reading, they did some research on World War II, the Jewish 

religion, and the Jewish experience in the war. In English, the sixth 

graders are working on the four different types of writing. They wrote 

a descriptive essay about Mrs. Lyvers’s dog, Duke. They wrote an 

expository comparing Batman to Superman. They are working on an 

expository that gives directions and a persuasive essay currently. The 

6th graders are studying Europe dur-

ing the month of May, including the 

Roman Empire and Medieval Europe.  

The last week of school, the students 

will bring foods from various Europe-

an countries that will correspond to 

European Country PowerPoint 

presentations. 

 

7th Grade - 

In Science, the 7th graders are learning all about the human body. 

They will soon be found in the hallways and classrooms carrying 

around 5lb flour bags. These represent their babies so treat them with 

care.  In Math, they are learning all about 2-dimensional figures and 

how to find area. Soon, they will discover the third dimension and 

learn about surface area and volume.  In 7th grade English, the stu-

dents are studying the principal parts of verbs and 9 verb tens-

es.   They will then study the three verbals. In literature, they continue 

with their novel study, Across Five Aprils.  Their next unit will be on 

Norse mythology. 

The 7th graders are studying the Civil War. They are writ-

ing Civil War newspapers that will include three articles 

that will be written as separate assignments.  

 

8th Grade -  

In Mrs. Brobst's 8th grade math class, the students are learning about 

probability and chances. In Science, the 8th graders are exploring 

electricity and magnetism. They are enjoying creating their own elec-

tricity and soon will be working with magnetism.  In 8th English, the 

students will be learning the three verbals: infinitives, gerunds, and 

participles and how they are used in sentences.  They then will review 

compound and complex sentences.  In lit, they are finishing their 
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Kindergarten-  

The Kindergarteners are winding up their year with lots 

of fun activities and events.  They would like to thank 

Immanuel’s Young At Heart group for inviting them to 

their April meeting.  The children had a wonderful time 

eating lunch and listening to Mr. Worrall’s presentation on antique 

cars!  The class enjoyed traveling with Mrs. Dietmeier to Park View 

Home to sing for the residents on April 29th.  The Discovery Center 

was an amazing trip for the Kindergarten and First graders.  Many 

thanks to the parents who helped!  The Kindergartners are preparing 

for their Mother’s and Father’s day celebrations on May 3rd and 10th.  

They are looking forward to thanking each parent for all they do!!  

The students will be presenting what they learned about how God 

makes our bodies work at the Academic Fair Open House on May 7th.  

The class has worked very hard this year and will be getting ready for 

their graduation ceremony on Friday, May 24th!  Families 

are all invited. 

 

Over the summer it will be very important for the future 

first graders to keep working on their reading skills and 

becoming a more fluent reader.  Working on some addition and sub-

traction problems which can be found throughout the day would be 

great.   Continuing to write in their journals will help the children with 

their handwriting skills.  The class is looking forward to an exciting 

end to Kindergarten and to new adventures in first grade!! 

 

1st Grade -   

The first graders had quite a busy April; from leading 

Chapel to going on a field trip to the Discovery Cen-

ter.  They are now on a journey, a scientific jour-

ney.  All first graders are preparing an experiment to 

share with their classmates.  To complete this journey 

they must research, gather materials, form a hypothesis, and observe 

what actually happens during the experiment.  Along with 

getting ready for Academic Fair, they continue working 

on time and probability.  As always, they continue work-

ing on their addition and subtraction facts.  Now may be a 

great time to buy a set of flash cards for the summer.   

 

2nd Grade - 

The second graders are having so much fun reading 

Charlotte’s Web in class! There are many valuable les-

sons tucked right inside this cute little story.  It’s been 

interesting to note the similarities and differences be-

tween life on a farm in the 1950’s and our own lives to-

day. Choose a childhood favorite or a classic  story to read with your 

child this summer! The students will be sharing their Academic Fair 

projects on Tuesday, May 7th.  The theme is Ecology.  Second-graders 

are actually natural conservationists and are compassionate about tak-

ing care of the planet created for them by their God. Please visit Im-

manuel’s Academic and Art Fair on May 7th from 6:30-8:00. 

 

3rd Grade -  

It is finally warm enough to throw open the windows in 

the third grade classroom!  Each child in the class was 

given a free pine tree seedling to take home and plant.  It 

was a gift from the Colby Smith Memorial and the Ste-

phenson Soil & Water Conservation District.  What fun 

to plant and watch one of God’s living trees grow.  In Math, the class 

is learning how to multiply up to four single digits.  The new Social 

Studies chapter will be on geography of a community.  Primary and 

secondary colors are being learned in Art and we are finishing up the 

capital cursive letters in handwriting.  Please come and see our Aca-

demic Research Projects on May 7th! 

 

4th Grade -  

The time is flying by!  The fourth graders will be busy 

this month.  The class is capping off their Illinois history 

unit with a field trip around Freeport on May 2.  The 

third graders will be joining us on that trip where 

we will learn some important things about the his-

tory of our town.  On Tuesday, May 7 the state pro-

jects are due.  The students will be presenting them 

in class that day and they will be displayed at the 

Academic Fair Open House that evening from 6:30 

– 8:00.  Come and see all of the state projects as 

well as the projects for other grades.  Take a look at 

5th grade to see what is coming up!  The fourth 

graders will be hosting a U. S. Regions Food Fair 

for the 3rd and 5th graders on Tuesday, May 14.  On 

Friday, May 17 the class with join the 5th graders 

on an outdoor education field trip to Lake Le-Aqua-

Na.   

           

5th Grade - 

The fifth graders just completed a unit in religion about 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, called the Sacra-

ments.  They learned what a sacrament is and the bless-

ings we receive when we participate in those sacraments.  They en-

joyed using their catechisms to help them with this study.  The topic 

for math is fraction concepts, such as greatest common factor, least 

common multiple, equivalent fractions, and reducing fractions.  They 

are working hard on these concepts, so they are ready to add and sub-

tract fractions.  In science they are learning about the solar sys-

tem.  They have studied the sun, the constellations, and the plan-

ets.  They continue to learn about the Revolutionary War in social 

studies class.  They are learning about the sacrifices both men and 

women made to win this war.  English class is about adverbs and 

prepositions and writing descriptive paragraphs.  Each student created 

their own planet and wrote about its features.  For reading class the 

students are reading the novel Hatchet by Gary Paulsen.  They are 

really enjoying the book and the adventures the character has in order 

to survive in the wild.  Each student is also learning about a Central or 

South American country for their academic fair project.  They have 

completed the research and are now working on their display and the 

alphabet book they have to write. 

 

6th Grade - 

The sixth graders have been working furiously on their 

academic fair projects. They are so excited to be work-

ing on topics that they got to choose. In math, the sixth graders have 

been working on conversions, measurements and geometry. In sci-

ence, they are studying weather and climate. In religion, the sixth 

graders have been reviewing the events after Easter, including a Pen-

tecost celebration. In reading, the sixth graders are reading Number 

the Stars by Lois Lowry. As a matter of fact, April is Holocaust Re-

membrance Month. They are really enjoying this historical fiction. 

Prior to reading, they did some research on World War II, the Jewish 

religion, and the Jewish experience in the war. In English, the sixth 

graders are working on the four different types of writing. They wrote 

a descriptive essay about Mrs. Lyvers’s dog, Duke. They wrote an 

expository comparing Batman to Superman. They are working on an 

expository that gives directions and a persuasive essay currently. The 

6th graders are studying Europe dur-

ing the month of May, including the 

Roman Empire and Medieval Europe.  

The last week of school, the students 

will bring foods from various Europe-

an countries that will correspond to 

European Country PowerPoint 

presentations. 

 

7th Grade - 

In Science, the 7th graders are learning all about the human body. 

They will soon be found in the hallways and classrooms carrying 

around 5lb flour bags. These represent their babies so treat them with 

care.  In Math, they are learning all about 2-dimensional figures and 

how to find area. Soon, they will discover the third dimension and 

learn about surface area and volume.  In 7th grade English, the stu-

dents are studying the principal parts of verbs and 9 verb tens-

es.   They will then study the three verbals. In literature, they continue 

with their novel study, Across Five Aprils.  Their next unit will be on 

Norse mythology. 

The 7th graders are studying the Civil War. They are writ-

ing Civil War newspapers that will include three articles 

that will be written as separate assignments.  

 

8th Grade -  

In Mrs. Brobst's 8th grade math class, the students are learning about 

probability and chances. In Science, the 8th graders are exploring 

electricity and magnetism. They are enjoying creating their own elec-

tricity and soon will be working with magnetism.  In 8th English, the 

students will be learning the three verbals: infinitives, gerunds, and 

participles and how they are used in sentences.  They then will review 

compound and complex sentences.  In lit, they are finishing their 

OTHER NEWS… 

         Field Day  

 
Friday May 10th 

Starting at 9:00 AM 

 

Volunteers are requested for this day.  Seven sta-

tions will be set up around the campus, each 

with fun activities.  There will also be exercise 

stations.  Volunteers are needed in each of these. 

Can you help?  Contact Miss Miller at smil-

ler@ourgodwithus.com.  She works mornings 

as gym teacher at Immanuel.   

 

We are also looking for hot dog cooks and lem-

onade or watermelon servers that day, with 

lunch starting at 11 AM.  If you can help with 

that, contact Mr. Welton at mwel-

ton@outgodwithus.com.  Feel free to volunteer 

for both by contacting Mr. Welton and Miss 

Miller!  

 

One last thing: pray for sunshine! 

 

 

 

Academic Fair Open House 
 

Tuesday, May 7th 

 6:30-8:00 PM  

 

Immanuel Lutheran School welcomes visitors to 

this annual event. Student generated projects 

will be on display throughout the entire facility, 

preschool through 8th grade.  This would be an 

excellent opportunity to tell a friend about Im-

manuel or to visit for yourself.  Information 

about the school will be ready for pick-up, and 

the principal and others will be available to an-

swer questions.   

mailto:smiller@ourgodwithus.com
mailto:smiller@ourgodwithus.com
mailto:mwelton@outgodwithus.com
mailto:mwelton@outgodwithus.com
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  Good Kids Play-

ing the Bad Guy 
Nowhere in the CCDC will you 

find any kind of weapon, unless of 

course you consider Legos, 

blocks, K’Nex pieces, or just about 

anything that can be shaped into a 

weapon.  Children have nibbled 

off part of a graham cracker and 

announced, “Look at my gun Mrs. 

Yarzak.”   It seems that children will find a way to play good 

versus bad any way they can. 

I am unaware of any studies indicating that children who par-

ticipate in pretend gun play by fashioning what is available, 

(this can simply be a hand) into a gun shape, grow up to be-

come violent members  of our communities.   It is unsettling, 

to adults though, given frequent accounts of violent actions 

causing death to innocent, unsuspecting individuals.  

In the same way that playing with dolls helps girls develop 

nurturing roles, playing with weapons helps children explore 

power.  Even without any sort of props, children will use their 

arms as if they are swords and take on bad guys.   Power 

through violence is deeply ingrained in our history from the 

Revolutionary War to modern day conflicts. 

 Even though power play is natural, it is important to have 

discussions with your preschooler about the meaning of real 

and pretend.  Here are some ways to assure ‘good versus 

evil’ play at your house does not get out of hand.  

Set rules.  The loud active play of good versus evil is exciting 

to children.  Parents need to decide what their comfort level 

is.  Do you allow yelling in the house, or jumping over the fur-

niture?  What about weapons?.  Will you provide them, or can 

children make them from Legos or K’Nex? 

Make sure your child knows that real violence hurts peo-

ple.  Children are able to separate real from pretend when 

they understand the difference between the two.    This evolu-

tion generally takes place before age six.   

Provide alternate expressive outlets.  Run up and down 

the block.  Set up a target and throw bean bags at it.  Always 

have play doh ready to pound and reshape…These methods 

say that you can use other things to vent your frustrations. 

Encourage peaceful solutions.    Ask your child this, “If the 

good guys lost their weapons, how would they win?”  Encour-

age children to use words to solve problems and help them 

practice it at home.  This does not come naturally.  Children 

need to be coached. 

Keep a balance.  If your child loves superhero play, find a 

way to involve yourself in it.  This is your opportunity to expe-

rience play from his viewpoint.   Perhaps that superhero 

needs to get groceries or go to the post office.   How will he 

do that? 

Watch children closely during superhero play. Children can 

get into pretending so much that they forget they may hurt 

someone.  

 

Registration for summer childcare is ongoing.  Registration 

forms are available in the CCDC or in the office.   

Please welcome Mrs. Tina Rubin to the staff of the CCDC.  

Tina is mother to Rebecca, a 7
th
 grader here at Immanuel.  

She has volunteered in the office, in the library and she has 

helped the Cheerleading coaches with the Mini-Cheer 

Camps.  Tina works in the afternoons in the School Age 

Youth room. 

SCHOOL AGE ROOM NEWS: 

It looks like spring has finally decided to join us and with spring 

comes the end of another great school year. This year has been 

full of new and exciting things for all of us. We have been able to 

play outside more and we are all very thankful for the warm fresh 

air. The students have been earning stickers throughout the 

school year and many of them have been saving up to purchase 

larger items. Several students have chosen to be a teacher for 

the day. This means that they are able to choose snack, help 

with the other students, and decide where to play. This has been 

the highlight for those students and even more are saving up to 

be a teacher before the end of the school year. The group as a 

whole has also been saving up stickers and we are close to hav-

ing enough for our big group party! The students are all excited 

to choose the activities for the day, have special treats and cele-

brate all their hard work for the year. It has been a blessing to 

work with all the chil-

dren this year and 

see how they are 

growing in so many 

ways, but most im-

portantly seeing how 

God is forming them 

in to the men and 

women He wants 

them to be. 

 

From the CCDC Director Stephanie Yarzak, Director     

Child Development Center 815-232-3443   
1964 W. Pearl City Road Freeport, IL 61032 

Email: syarzak@ourgodwithus.com  Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 



 

11  

Pre-K3—There was a 

jungle in our classroom when 

the boys and girls returned 

from spring break.  The boys 

and girls made monkeys and 

colorful birds to hang from the 

vines.  They also made Py-

thons to slither around the 

room.  The boys and girls 

learned that it rains a lot in 

the jungle and that even in 

daytime, it is dark because of 

all the tall trees.   

The boys and girls tasted many fruits that grow in the jungle.  

The children all shook a coconut and watched the water 

trickle out of it.  They tasted the inside of the coconut.  Some 

children also tasted a mango, a pineapple or a papaya.  

Many of the children measured their head size with the pine-

apple. 

The children have been excited to get outside for walks.  

One day we went looking for mud!  Because of all the rain, 

the children found lots of it.  We made mud in our sensory 

table.  Not everyone wanted to play in it.  Some children 

wore boots and they splashed in the mud puddles. 

The boys and girls know we all live on the planet Earth and 
that God created it for us.  The children learned many ways 
they can keep our Earth clean for a long time because they 
know it is a gift we are to care for.  They know that little chil-
dren can make a BIG difference in how healthy our Earth is. 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K 4— 

 

The Pre-K4 stu-
dents had a very 
busy month in 
April!  They came 
back from Spring 
Break with a con-
tinued unit on Je-
sus’ Resurrection.  They learned that 
when baby chicks or baby birds hatch 
they represent a new life just like 
when Jesus went into the tomb and 
came back with a new life.  The chil-
dren explored a unit on weather, es-
pecially rain!!  They learned how rain 
is formed in the clouds and all about 
the water cycle.  One day they even 
played in the misty rain!!  The pre-
schoolers also had a unit in recycling 
and taking care of the Earth.  They 
learned what materials can be thrown 
away and which ones should be recy-
cled.  They also explored ways to re-
duce water assumption at home and 
electricity usage.  The children also 
started to prepare for their Spring 
Program with their classroom theme 
of Special Me and the story A Color of 
His Own by Leo Lionni.    

 

CCDC News 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Janet Newby 

 

Vonne Wilken 

2 

Austin Davis 

3  

Kristin Doane 

 

Dave Richter 

4 

 Ethan Bilgri 

5 

 

6 

Andrea Winter 

7 8 

Rebecca Knoop 

9 

Bobbie Edler 

 

Chase Juergens 

 

Eliza Juergens 

 

Naomi Mullen 

 

Robin Stykel 

10 

Amy Fisher 

11 

Charles Haas III 

 

Kurt Warner 

12 

Brennen Boldt 

 

Daniel Hollister 

 

Lucas Schneider-

man 

 

Ros Schultz 

Joseph Witte 

13 

Austin Brobst 

 

Stuart Luedtke 

14 

Betty Owens 

 

 

15 

Roxanne Foy 

 

Bob Worrall 

16 

Alice Borchert 

 

Mary Lynn Luy 

 

 

17 

Judy Stanton 

 

Jack Stone 

18 

Andrew Birkholz 

19 

Charles Haas 

 

Marvin Zulke 

20 

Maria Jacobs 

21 

Daniel Slechta 

 

Leonard Spratler 

 

 

22 

George Knoop 

 

Alsia Lamm 

23 

Keenan Conder 

 

Jennifer Crouse 

 

Bob Harloff 

 

Nathaniel Head 

 

Michael Wall 

24 

Allison Andrews 

 

Kerry Hoops 

 

 

25 

Millie Bowman 

26 

Allison Bondele 

 

Aleeah Bratley 

 

Cory Gill 

 

Scott Shippy 

Daniel Stone 

Layla Vvanti 

27 

Sally McAllister 

 

Sharon 

VanHeeren 

 

 

28 

Shirley Klipping 

 

Vickie Lashinski 

 

Lincoln Manthei 

 

Paula Schwartz 

Kevin Thompson 

Joseph Zulke 

29 

Dina Brobst 

30 

Chet Haas 

 

Grant Hasting 

31 

Kevin Moring  

 

Susan Stichter 

 

May Church Member Birthdays 
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April Happenings 
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To The IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  

CONGREGATION 
  

    The last few months have been one of the most 

enjoyable times of my life.  Not only have I 

    had the 

opportunity 

to continue 

my life 

long passion 

of organ 

building, but 

to work with 

some  

    very talented people as well!   

    Gerald Rausch, a constant companion on this 

project, has some amazing skills, and probably is 

    the best  kept secret in this church. 

He spent  many long hrs. working on this project, 

and  

    seemed to love every minute of it. 

    Gene Lashinski was the next person to contrib-

ute much time and talent.  He wired in two diode 

     relays, installed cables in the chamber, and 

help sort out shorted wires in the console.  He  

     particularly seemed to enjoy cleaning up areas 

of the organ, and so his nick name became  

     Mr. 

Clean. 

     Jim-

my Moss 

became 

the next 

person to 

give of 

his many 

tal-

ents.  He has the ability to take 

     on a project, solve problems, and just get it 

done.  He was a vital part of finishing up this 

     project.  His nick name became Jimmy John, 

since he liked just getting a sandwich for lunch,  

     so he 

used mini-

mum time 

to 

eat.  Since 

he seems to 

enjoy this 

name, per-

haps more 

people 

     should use it! 

     Eric Dietmeier put in some consulting time, 

and also spent a Saturday with Jimmy John, 

working 

     and they really turned the corner on this pro-

ject!  I wasn't able to be on the job that day, 

but  when 

     I was back the next Monday, I said "wow", 

that really 

helped!  Great progress- guys!! 

     Before any of the new equipment arrived, 

Mary Lynn Luy and Vickie Lashinski thoroughly 

cleaned 

     the interior of the organ chamber.   

     Mary Lynn is a unique individual, with the 

ability to throw you a "zinger", and then just cas-

ually 

     walk away.  As an example, on Easter Sunday 

I was sitting in the back row of the choir area,  

     and Mary Lynn came by, and I said it was 

quite emotional for me this morning, with a few 

tears 

     in my eyes.   She said "you little cry baby- just 

go get some kleinex!  That's Mary Lynn and I 

     wouldn't want her to be any different. 

      Vickie was our project co-ordinator, and she 

did wonderful work in keeping track of all of the 

details. 

 

Great work Vickie, we really appreciate all the 

time and effort you put forth. 

          Vickie does seem to have a fixation on the 

"ageing factor".  In the many e-mails 

          exchanges, she frequently forwarded jokes 

about "older folks".   

          I came  up with an artist concept of Vickie, 

on her 80th birthday, this on a dvd. 

          Unfortunately, Pastor Ros couldn't bring it 

up on the screen during our Sunday School 

          hour last week.  I did have the picture 

though, and there has been a request for a copy. 

           

          My organ career really began at Immanuel 

on Chicago St.  I was not learning the mechanics 

          of organ building very well, but I was sen-

sitive to pitch.  Mr. Dirksen, the owner of the 

          Freeport Organ Co. needed to know what I 

was capable of doing.  He sent me to Immanuel 

          with his wife Maud to tune the organ.  Mr. 

Bode was the organist at the time and was very 

          critical about the organ tunings he was get-

ting.  Well, I did my best, and a couple days later 

          he called Mr. Dirksen and said that was the 

best tuning job he had ever had.   

          So then there was the all out effort to teach 

me all of the other "tricks of the trade".   

          My life's work really got the start at Im-

manuel and will end with this project. What a fin-

ish!! 

          My work at Immanuel on this project, is a 

legacy to the Nes family.  Three generations of 

          that family were members, and were al-

ways supportive of my career with organs.  Al-

ways 

          traveling to here the dedication concerts, 

whenever possible.  

          So to my friends at Immanuel, thanks so 

much for your support in  time, talent, and treas-

ure. 

          You are the best, and may God always bless 

Immanuel!!  

 

Don Diestelmeier 
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To The IMMANUEL LUTHERAN  

CONGREGATION 
  

    The last few months have been one of the most 

enjoyable times of my life.  Not only have I 

    had the 

opportunity 

to continue 

my life 

long passion 

of organ 

building, but 

to work with 

some  

    very talented people as well!   

    Gerald Rausch, a constant companion on this 

project, has some amazing skills, and probably is 

    the best  kept secret in this church. 

He spent  many long hrs. working on this project, 

and  

    seemed to love every minute of it. 

    Gene Lashinski was the next person to contrib-

ute much time and talent.  He wired in two diode 

     relays, installed cables in the chamber, and 

help sort out shorted wires in the console.  He  

     particularly seemed to enjoy cleaning up areas 

of the organ, and so his nick name became  

     Mr. 

Clean. 

     Jim-

my Moss 

became 

the next 

person to 

give of 

his many 

tal-

ents.  He has the ability to take 

     on a project, solve problems, and just get it 

done.  He was a vital part of finishing up this 

     project.  His nick name became Jimmy John, 

since he liked just getting a sandwich for lunch,  

     so he 

used mini-

mum time 

to 

eat.  Since 

he seems to 

enjoy this 

name, per-

haps more 

people 

     should use it! 

     Eric Dietmeier put in some consulting time, 

and also spent a Saturday with Jimmy John, 

working 

     and they really turned the corner on this pro-

ject!  I wasn't able to be on the job that day, 

but  when 

     I was back the next Monday, I said "wow", 

that really 

helped!  Great progress- guys!! 

     Before any of the new equipment arrived, 

Mary Lynn Luy and Vickie Lashinski thoroughly 

cleaned 

     the interior of the organ chamber.   

     Mary Lynn is a unique individual, with the 

ability to throw you a "zinger", and then just cas-

ually 

     walk away.  As an example, on Easter Sunday 

I was sitting in the back row of the choir area,  

     and Mary Lynn came by, and I said it was 

quite emotional for me this morning, with a few 

tears 

     in my eyes.   She said "you little cry baby- just 

go get some kleinex!  That's Mary Lynn and I 

     wouldn't want her to be any different. 

      Vickie was our project co-ordinator, and she 

did wonderful work in keeping track of all of the 

details. 

 

Great work Vickie, we really appreciate all the 

time and effort you put forth. 

          Vickie does seem to have a fixation on the 

"ageing factor".  In the many e-mails 

          exchanges, she frequently forwarded jokes 

about "older folks".   

          I came  up with an artist concept of Vickie, 

on her 80th birthday, this on a dvd. 

          Unfortunately, Pastor Ros couldn't bring it 

up on the screen during our Sunday School 

          hour last week.  I did have the picture 

though, and there has been a request for a copy. 

           

          My organ career really began at Immanuel 

on Chicago St.  I was not learning the mechanics 

          of organ building very well, but I was sen-

sitive to pitch.  Mr. Dirksen, the owner of the 

          Freeport Organ Co. needed to know what I 

was capable of doing.  He sent me to Immanuel 

          with his wife Maud to tune the organ.  Mr. 

Bode was the organist at the time and was very 

          critical about the organ tunings he was get-

ting.  Well, I did my best, and a couple days later 

          he called Mr. Dirksen and said that was the 

best tuning job he had ever had.   

          So then there was the all out effort to teach 

me all of the other "tricks of the trade".   

          My life's work really got the start at Im-

manuel and will end with this project. What a fin-

ish!! 

          My work at Immanuel on this project, is a 

legacy to the Nes family.  Three generations of 

          that family were members, and were al-

ways supportive of my career with organs.  Al-

ways 

          traveling to here the dedication concerts, 

whenever possible.  

          So to my friends at Immanuel, thanks so 

much for your support in  time, talent, and treas-

ure. 

          You are the best, and may God always bless 

Immanuel!!  

 

Don Diestelmeier 



 

18  

June 25th  

6:30 P.M. 
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2013-2014 

Theme 
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Easter May 5 Sixth S. of Easter Acts 16:9-15 Psalm 67 
Rev. 21:9-14, 21-
27 

John 16:23-33 
or John 5:1-9 

  May 9 
The Ascension of Our 
Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 Psalm 47 Eph. 1:15-23 Luke 24:44-53 

ASH WEDNESDAY May 12 Seventh S. of Easter Acts 1:12-26 Psalm 133 
Rev. 22:1-6 (7-11) 
12-20 

John 17:20-26 

PENTECOST May 19 The Day of Pentecost Gen. 11:1-9 Psalm 143 Acts 2:1-21 John 14:23-31 

  May 26 The Holy Trinity 
Prov. 8:1-4, 22-
31 

Psalm 8 Acts 2:14a, 22-36 John 8:48-59 

Season   DATE    FESTIVAL  1ST  PSALM EPISTLE    GOSPEL 

Lectionary Readings for  

May 5 – We pray for the newly ordained planter for 

Hispanic outreach, Rev. Fred Gaede, at Trinity Lu-

theran Church, West Chicago, as they meet needs 

and build relationships in the neighborhoods around 

their church.  

May 12 – We pray that the Holy Spirit would con-

tinue to multiply new starts, new churches and new 

believers through all congregations of the LCMS 

Northern Illinois District and the New Starts…New 

Believers movement.  

 

May 19 – We pray for new outreach for young 

adults developing in the Belmont Cragin area of 

Chicago and that every district congregation would 

look for opportunities to reach into their community 

with one new endeavor. 

May 26 – We give thanksgiving to God for employ-

ment and pray for those who are unemployed and 

underemployed throughout our district, asking how 

we can reach out and serve them in the name of Je-

sus. 

Prayers for the month 


