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      Newsletter                                      October 2015

Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 
mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 

New Format 

Greetings, 

In an effort to better our communication, we are going to be 

printing a newsletter and mailing it out every quarter.  This 

newsletter will tell you about what has been happening and what 

to look forward to in the coming quarter.  Month to month we 

will send out an email newsletter just to keep in touch.  Please 

also be sure to stay up-to-date with everything going on by go-

ing to our website (www.ourgodwithus.com).  There you will 

find upcoming events, calendars, and announcements.   

9/11 Remembrance 

On September 11th the School chil-

dren and their families participated 

in a memorial walkathon.  The 

walkathon helped to accomplish 

three tasks: 

1.) We wanted to take a much need-

ed opportunity to say thank you to  

our first responders in the Freeport 

and Stephenson County area. 

(Pictured below are some children 

saying thank you to two Immanuel 

Church members who served as 

first responders). 

2.) We wanted to raise positive 

awareness with our children about 

the events of September 11, 2001.  

There is no doubt this event 

changed even their lives, though 

they do not understand how.  We 

should not live in fear,.  We can use 

this opportunity to remember those 

who keep us safe. 

3.)  The walkathon served as a 

fundraiser for our school.  Thanks 

to the pledges gathered by the chil-

dren and a few other blessed gifts, 

we were able to raise $4,425.   

Thank you to all who participated 

and donated.   
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Beyond Worship Attendance 
Immanuel students have many wonderful opportunities to 

worship, whether that is at Immanuel through one of our 

services, chapel, or the worship service at the students 

home congregation (keep in mind that 57% of the stu-

dents enrolled in Immanuel are not Immanuel member 

families).  Worship is key.  It is the central place where 

God reaches to His people and brings them His grace 

through His Word.   

 

But then what?  What are we to do when we are not in 

worship services?  What do we do “the rest of the week?” 

 

At Immanuel we teach how to 

be disciples in the world.  

This is part of the mission 

statement of the School:   Im-

manuel equips students for 

lives of discipleship and ser-

vice.  This mission is accom-

plished through many ave-

nues, however one way is 

through athletics.  

Yes...athletics.  Our athletic 

ministry is geared toward 

teaching our students how to 

engage in God’s Word in eve-

rything we do. 

 

This is accomplished through service projects which eve-

ry team does together during their season.  Pictured to the 

left is a group of volleyball girls working together on a 

service project at Oakdale.  The teams also attend wor-

ship together throughout their season. 

 

It is our hope that the athletes take the lessons they learn 

in sport and through service and are able to implement 

those into their lives far beyond their time with Immanu-

el.   
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Lancer Invitational 

 

The Lancer Invita-

tional held on Sep-

tember 12th was a huge success.  Thank you to all who participat-

ed and helped with the event.  Our treasured team of Dave and Di-

na Brobst have, through their hard work and dedication, created a 

marvelous thing for Immanuel.  Cross country has fast become 

one of our most popular sports.  The Invitational has also become 

a staple event drawing teams from all over Northern Illinois in-

cluding teams 

from the Freeport 

area public 
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Some other events happening 
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 Stay In Touch 

 

How do you make sure you know what is going on around Immanuel?  Here are 
some of the communication tools we use to keep you informed: 

 

Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 

Facebook:  Immanuel Lutheran Freeport 

Twitter:  ourgodwithus (for church) and Immanuelfrpt (for school) 

Email: Sign up for our email lists on the website...click “email sign up” at 
the bottom of the page 

Text:  Sign up to receive text notifications 

Special Worship Opportunities: 

 

Reformation— Sunday, October 25th @ 8:00 and 10:30 

All Saints Day  - Sunday, November 1st @ 8:00 and 10:30 

Veterans Day—Wednesday Nov. 11 @ 8:50, Thursday Nov. 12 @ 6:30 

Thanksgiving Eve—Wednesday, November 25th @ 6:30 

Advent– Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, & 20  

Programs—Wednesdays in Chapel and Thursdays at 6:30 in December. 

Decorate the Church December 6th 

Christmas Extravaganza Sunday, December 20th—9:00 Unity Service 

Christmas Eve– 4PM Family Worship, 6PM Family Worship— 

   11PM Candlelight Worship with Communion 

New Years Eve—Thursday, December 31st at 5:30 PM 
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Principal’s  Points 
Immanuel Lutheran School - Freeport 

Immanuel Lutheran School is a ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church -  Freeport 

1964 Pearl City Road, Freeport  IL  61032                         815/232-3511                         www.ourgodwithus.com 

“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving 

the Lord, not men.” -   Ephesians 6:7 

 

“Immanuel Lutheran School strives to direct 

the educational experience of its students 

while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they my fulfill God’s plan 

for service in our world.”  The preceding words 

are from Immanuel Lutheran School’s Mission 

Statement.  Immanuel School is more than just a 

place where students gather to learn academic 

subjects.  Immanuel School is more than just a 

place where students can play on organized 

sports teams.  Immanuel School is more than just 

a place where students can learn to sing and play 

instruments.  Immanuel School is more than just 

a place where students are provided with technol-

ogy innovations.  Immanuel School is also a 

place where students learn to serve. 

Immanuel students learn to serve by observing 

the adults who willingly and gladly serve others.  

Immanuel PTL hosted a Hog Roast in September 

and there were many adults who set up, prepared 

food, and served and cleaned up afterwards.  

Members from the community attended this free 

event and were exposed to Christian fellowship 

with Immanuel’s great school parents, staff and 

Pastor Schultz.   

Immanuel students learned the importance of 

serving others by saying thank you to our first 

responders at the 9/11 memorial event held on 

our campus.  A picture of this event is on the 

front of this newsletter.  There were 10-20 first 

responders present which included first respond-

ers from Immanuel Church and School. 

Immanuel students learn to serve by observing 

their teachers giving of their time even when 

school is not in session.  Immanuel teachers 

coach, tutor, staff events like the Lancer Invita-

tional and Hog Roast, serve on committees and 

boards and volunteer in many other ways. 

Immanuel students are given opportunities to 

serve others.  Another picture on the front of this 

newsletter shows Immanuel’s volleyball team 

cleaning up Krape Park.   Immanuel’s Cross 

Country team will also serve by assisting at the 

Oakdale Fall Run.   

One of the songs we sing in chapel is, “They’ll 

Know We are Christians by Our Love.”  Imman-

uel students show the love of Christ as they serve 

one another.  Immanuel students are the ‘Hands 

and Feet of Jesus’ as they serve in the communi-

ty of Freeport.  Thank you for allowing to do this 

through your support of Immanuel Lutheran 

School.   

Upcoming events include our Veterans Day 
Chapel and Worship Service on November 11 

and 12.  Chili Day is on November 14.  Decem-
ber features the student led Thursday evening 
worship services.  All Immanuel members are 
welcome and encouraged to attend these events.   

Immanuel equips students for lives of discipleship and service. 
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 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, exists to call students into a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them to be 

effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel Luther-

an School strives to direct the educational experiences of 

its students, while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they may fulfill God's plan for service 

in our world." 

 

Former student, Taylor Dietmeier, talked with the students 

about her work in Kenya.  Taylor works with Uhuru Child, 

soon to be called Freedom Global, to help improve educa-

tion and the opportunities for education in Kenya.  We are 

very proud of her.   

Students participate in the 9?11 

Walk-a-thon held on September 11 at 

Immanuel.   

Butch, a Kare-9 comfort dog, greets children on their way 

to chapel. 
Some special things coming: 

 

5th-8th Grade Musical coming up.  The children are work-

ing really hard and Mrs. Dietmeier is spreading her passion 

for music in preparing for the musical.  Look for perfor-

mance dates to be announced on our website. 

 

5th Grade will give their yearly Veterans Chapel and pro-

gram on Wednesday November 11th at 8:50 AM and Thurs-

day November 12th at 6:30 PM.   

 

Special programs for Christmas season will be held by our 

students.  Look to the calendar on the website for details of 

who is performing when.   
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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

Our theme for the year is “Trade It In.”  It is 

perhaps one of the more challenging themes 

we have had yet.  It is challenging because it 

begs of us action.   

It was not long in the existence of the assem-

bly of believers (the Church) that we found ourselves needing to re-

spond to change.  Growth in the number of people who were a part of 

the faith community brought with it problems.  In Acts 6 we read this, 

“Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their 

widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.” (Acts 6:1 

ESV)  

Because of God given growth, problems occurred and solutions need-

ed to be found.  The solution to this issue was to find seven men who 

would help to lead the people and help care for people.  Make no mis-

take, these seven men were not just money counters or bread distribut-

ers.  They were passionate, convicted men who sacrificed everything 

for the sake of Christ’s Church.  In fact one of the seven, Stephen, 

would be the first martyr for the faith.   

Responding to the needs around us means sacrifice and change.  It 

just does. 

I heard a great saying about life once, “You don't have to change 

(adapt), survival is not required.”  But this is so true about life period.  

We must constantly be adapting, changing, responding to our environ-

ment.  After all, we will probably have to put away our shorts and t-

shirts soon and break out the cold weather gear. 

I know, if there is one place we want consistency and dependability, it 

should be in the church.  We want to know that amid all of the worlds 

changes, we will find a place that is always consistent and the same.  

This assurance brings us peace. 

But what do you really want to stay the same and what should we 

want to stay the same?  If I were to get into my DeLorean (no I do not 

really have a DeLorean...hopefully you get the reference) and travel 

back just 30 years in Freeport, you probably would not believe your 

eyes.  The same is true if 20 years ago we hoped in and came to 

now...we would not believe our eyes.  The future would seem so 

strange and even scary.   

One thing we would find the same is this, that the Word of God has 

not changed.  The same Word being preached 20 years ago is that 

same Word now.  It does not change.  Its teachings are timeless and 

true.   

Therefore, what is it that we really should have our eye on when it 

comes against guarding ourselves against change?  The Word of God! 

We must open our eyes to the world around us and even be willing to 

make those changes in our individual lives to grow in God’s un-

changeable Word.   

What will you trade in that use to work 20 years ago?  The best image 

to this I can think of is a mechanic.  A mechanic 20 years ago is very 

different than a mechanic now.  But then again so are farmers, doc-

tors...come to think of it almost all professions are different than they 

were 20 years ago.   

Maybe its time we start asking ourselves what we need to do different 

as a church to reach into a world that still needs the unchangeable 

truths of God’s Word.   

 

Rev. Richard O. Schultz 

      1993 Church Street – Freeport, IL 61032 
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