
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

For nearly a decade I have served you in a variety of roles from Vicar in 2006-2007, as Associate Pastor from 2008 – 

2012, and as Senior Pastor from 2012 till now.  Our service together has been a blessing in my life and I cherish our time 

together. 

It is with sadness that I now ask you for a peaceful release from my Divine Call as your pastor effective May 31, 2016 

with my final service to be on May 26th in the outdoor Thursday night service.  My salary from Immanuel would cease on 

April 30th, 2016 and I would begin to receive a salary from the Army on May 1, 2016. 

Jess and I are stepping out in faith to see where God may lead us over the coming year and we are trusting in Him to 

direct where He wants us to go next. 

This will be the best opportunity for Immanuel to keep moving forward as a congregation as moving into a truly vacant 

status, Immanuel will be able to call an Intentional Interim Pastor who will be equipped to help you in finding the man 

who God already has in mind for you.   

With these two things in mind, let me explain each in more detail: 

First, it is important for you to know that no one has asked me to do this.  Through much prayer and discussions with my 

wife Jessica, this decision has been an evolution as God has worked through His Word and His people to direct my 

thoughts and understanding.  I have spoken with many of you over the past few months from the time I received the 

news about my upcoming deployment and in each one of those conversation I gleaned just a little more of God’s will in 

all of this.  Again, no one told me or hinted that I should ask for a peaceful release, but it was in those conversations that 

I better understood what will be best for the people of Immanuel and not what would be the most convenient or even 

the easiest.  I think it’s important to set Immanuel up for success and I truly believe that this putting you one the right 

path. 

Second, an Intentional Interim Pastor is really what Immanuel needs.  Many options have been thought through by the 

Elders and the Governing Board.  I have spoken with several pastors who had the potential to serve during this vacancy.  

In all of these conversations I have come to a better understand of what will truly keep Immanuel on the right track.  

While a vacancy would ensure my call here remains and that I could return in serving you when I returned from my 

deployment, over and over this did not appear to be the path which God was leading us in.  A vacancy just fills the gaps.  

But we don’t need to just fill the gaps.  We need Immanuel to keep moving forward and to meet the challenges which 

are in front of us.  An Intentional Interim Pastor will be able to help you work through those challenges and set you up 

for success as you continue to do ministry in Freeport.  This pastor will meet with all the members in small group cottage 

meetings and talk about what each of you would like to see in your next pastor and in the ministries of Immanuel. 

My prayers are with you in this process and I am confident that God will work in you as He always has to bring about the 

growth of His Church.  God’s peace be with you. 

 

In Peace, 

 

 

Rev. Richard O. Schultz 

 


