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Immanuel Mission Statement: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered family, engaged in 

mission, sharing the Good News of the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacrament. 

New Sunday School Program Starting! 

Here at Immanuel we are blessed with a variety of ministries 

and ways to get involved.  We are also blessed with wonderful worship 

services and a myriad of educational opportunities.  Most of our kids 

have a great understanding of the Bible because of their time in school, 

confirmation, and Sunday School.  However, did you know that the 

most important person in a child’s faith walk is their parent - not their 

teachers, pastors, or other mentors?  Did you know that modelling your 

faith for your child is what is most likely to teach them to rely on God 

during the tough times of their lives?  It is also true, however, that most 

of us don’t talk much about faith at home.  Often times it’s because we 

don’t know how to bring it up, don’t know when it’s appropriate, or 

aren’t sure our knowledge is vast enough.  Sometimes, especially with 

older children, it just seems awkward.  That is where our new Sunday 

School Program Light comes into play.  During our four week session 

of Light (beginning September 8), we will learn about who God is and 

by doing that we will learn how to talk about Him as a family.  Families 

are meant to come together and learn together.  You will have time to 

discuss as a family.  Not sure you know how to discuss who God is 

with your child?  No problem!  There will be discussion questions to 

help you get started! Each Sunday morning in September (except Sept 

1) we will meet in the CCDC to learn more about God and each other. 

Then, starting October 6th, we will begin Salt, our Sunday 

morning Small Group Bible Study experience.  Salt will consist of topi-

cal small groups for people over the age of 18 and age based small 

group for those under 18.  As the launch date for SALT approaches we 

will be publicizing a list of small groups that you can join, who leads 

them, and where they meet.  If you have an idea for a small group, 

would like to lead a small group, or have any other questions, please 

talk to Amanda Jahnke. 
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A congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

Church 815.235.1993  * Fax 815.233.9158  *  School 815.232.3511  * Day Care 815.232.3443 

www.ourgodwithus.com  

The Rev. Richard Olin Schultz, Pastor (Cell/262-389-5630) 
Pastor Schultz’s E-mail – rschultz@ourgodwithus.com 

The Rev. Dr. Willis R. Schwichtenberg, Associate Pastor (H/815.235.8689)  
Pastor Switz’s E-mail – wschwichtenberg@ourgodwithus.com 

CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED:   Come 

one come all, September 9th, 6:30 in the 

balcony.  Singing once a month, talk to 

any choir member for additional infor-

mation. 

BELL RINGERS NEEDED:  Join the 

handbell choir.  Mondays at 5:30 in the 

balcony. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR:  Grades3,4,5 will 

be meeting September 9, 16 and 23 from 

3:20 until 4.  They will be singing in both 

services on September 29. 

DISHCLOTHS:  There is a shortage of 

dishcloths in the church kitchen, if you 

have taken some home to wash them 

please return them.  We would also will-

ingly accept donations of new ones.  

Thank You! 

LIGHT FAMILY PICNIC:  We are plan-

ning to kick off our Sunday School year 

with a family picnic at Immanuel immedi-

ately following the second service on Sep-

tember 8.  We will provide the meal.  Plan 

to join us as we begin this new year of 

Learning In God’s House Together.  The 

entire congregation is invited to join us. 

PROVERBS:  Our Saturday morning 

Men’s Bible study continues its study of 

the book of Proverbs, led by Pastor Switz.  

We meet from 7:00-8:00 a.m. each Satur-

day morning in the “Upper Room” at the 

Landmark Family Restaurant (One East 

Main).  New participants are always wel-

come.  The breakfast is “Dutch Treat” but 

if you are a first time participant, your 

breakfast is free.   

ADDITIONAL PORTRAIT DAYS SCHED-

ULED:  We have scheduled two addi-

tional portrait days on September 12 and 

September 14.  If you haven’t gotten your 

portrait taken yet please consider schedul-

ing an appointment.  The pictorial directo-

ry is an invaluable tool to church workers 

and new members.  Consider helping us 

to be welcoming. 

FIDELES CIRCLE:  “ Sandwich Me In” , 

Fideles Sandwich Supper (officers to pro-

vide).  Tuesday September 3, 6:30 PM 

Fellowship Hall. 

YOUNG AT HEART:  Young at Heart will 

meet on Thursday September 19 @ 11:30 in 

the Fellowship Hall for a pot luck meal.  The 

program will be Tami Mulder teaching about 

using a spinning wheel. 

CONCORDIA SOCIETY:  Concordia Socie-

ty (Ladies Afternoon Group)  will meet on 

Wednesday, September 4, 2013 at 12:00 in 

Fellowship Hall for a share-a-dish luncheon.  

Officer will furnish beverages and dessert.  

Devotions: Trust Challenged (Matthew 

27:43).  Collect dues of $7.00, free will offer-

ing, mission jar-.50 cents, bring in school 

supplies for our school. 

LWML CIRCUIT RALLY:  Saturday July 

7th from 9-12 in the fellowship hall.  Program 

to feature the LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs.  RSVP 

to Sharon Ruthe @ 815-232-2744 by Tues-

day September 3. 

IMMANUEL HAS AN OPENING FOR A 

PART TIME CHURCH JANITOR 

We have an job opening for a 15 hour per 

week church janitor with additional hours for 

cleanup after weddings, funerals and special 

events.  This position will report directly to 

the Sr. Pastor.  If interested, please submit 

an application and resume to the church 

secretary.   

SHALOM: Our Shalom Communion ser-

vice with Communion served in the pews 

meets on Wednesday, September 18 at 

11:00 a.m. in the church.  If you are chal-

lenged in coming to the altar for Communion 

or just wish another opportunity for the Lord’s 

Supper, please plan to attend this service. 

LANCER INVITE:  September 14th will 

be our 2nd Annual Lancer Invitational 

Cross Country meet, we need many vol-

unteers to make this a success.  Last year 

we received many compliments from other 

teams about the quality of our organiza-

tion and our volunteers.  We need many 

hands to make this a successful and posi-

tive event.  You don’t need to know any-

thing about running or cross country to 

help.  If you have questions or are availa-

ble that morning Contact Dave Brobst  at 

541-3460 or email dbrun68@gmail.com . 

LERT MEETING: 

LERT: Next LERT meeting is a working 

meeting and pot luck 

Quick Meeting Agenda: Final Fish Fry 

Debrief & Henryville IN Overview 

WHEN: Tuesday, September 17 at 5:30 

WHERE: Weather  permitting, at the stor-

age shed, otherwise in the Fellowship 

Hall 

PLEASE BRING:  Dish to Pass 

Tools you need in order to put in the 

shelving and organize our supplies 

ALL IMMANUEL MEMBERS & GUESTS 
ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED 
TO JOIN US! 

REVELATION:  Our bi-monthly Bible 
study of the book of Revelation meets on 
the second and fourth Thursdays from 
10:00-11:00 in the Fellowship Hall at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church.  The video 
based study includes readings from Rev-
elation and questions and discussion led 
by Pastor Schwichtenberg.  Why not con-
sider joining us for this important study? 

REGISTRATION FOR “IMMANUEL 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR”:  To be held on 

December 7th from 10 am – 3 pm: This 

event is a way for creative members of 

Immanuel to enjoy some fellowship with 

others while supporting the general fund 

of Immanuel.  If you are a crafter and 

would like a fun way to sell your items, 

start preparing for this event now.   

Registration will begin Sunday, October 6 

thru October 27 for crafters only.  There 

is a limit of 24 vendors for this event.  

Cost is just $10 plus an additional dona-

tion amount at vendor’s discretion.  

Booths at this year’s event are limited to 

Immanuel church members or school 

parents only.  

After October 28, any booths still availa-

ble will be offered to Immanuel church 

members or school parents that are Con-

sultants such as “Thirty-One, Premier 

Design, Mary Kay, Avon,” etc.   There will 

be a limit of 1 table of each company 

type. 

mailto:rschultz@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
mailto:wschwichtenberg@immanuellutheranfreeport.com
mailto:dbrun68@gmail.com
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YOUTH NEWS AND 

EVENTS:   
BIBLE PRESENTATION:  It is one of our great joys each 

year to fulfill the promise that we make as a congregation to 

place the scriptures in the hands of our children.  We will be 

presenting the 3rd graders with bibles, the 5th graders with 

catechisms, the 6 graders with study bibles and the 7th grad-

ers with hymnals next Sunday (September 8) at both ser-

vices.   

Do You have a Hym-
nal at Home?  
    
Thoughts from Pastor 
Schultz, our Senior 
Pastor 
 

Do you have a hym-
nal (Lutheran Ser-
vice Book) at home? 
 
What do you mean, 
“No”?  Why not?  What are you waiting for? 
 
I know that I am weird, but when I was a child 
I asked for a hymnal for Christmas.  I still 
have it. 
 
Lutheran Hymnals as far more than Hymn 
Books.  Perhaps we should call them some-
thing else.  Maybe that is why our newest 
hymnal has the name it has, “Service Book.” 
 

We think that having a personal hymnal is so 
important that we give our 7th graders hym-
nals.  We will be doing that this Sunday as we 
not only give out 7th graders hymnal, but we 
also give 3rd graders a Bible, 5th graders a 
Catechism, and 6th graders a Lutheran Study 
Bible. 
 
We think that ongoing devotion and prayer is 
extremely important .  The hymnal assists 
with that.  It provides prayer helps, psalms, 
Scripture reading resources and so much 
more. 
 
Why not purchase your very own family hym-
nal from Concordia Publishing House.  Or, 
call the office and we can assist you.   
 
Acts 2:43 (ESV) 

And they devoted themselves to the 

apostles' teaching and thefellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  

Food Packing Event in November! 

On November 8, 2013, Immanuel family of all ages are 

welcome to come and help pack food for kids in third 

world countries.  We will also be fundraising for this 

event so that we can pack the most number of meals 

possible.  In each meal packet volunteers pack vitamin 

powder, dehydrated vegetables, soy, and rice so that the 

children receiving the food get the basic food groups 

covers.  This food does amazing things in the countries 

they go to.  One of the neatest things about this program 

is that these meals are given out by schools.  This 

means that, not only are the children getting a nourish-

ing meal when they might otherwise have nothing to eat, 

they are also getting an education that will allow them to 

better their communities and home countries so that in 

only a generation or two they won’t need the aid any-

more at all. 

Each meal costs $0.27 and just $98.55 feeds a child for 

an entire year.  We have a goal to raise the money and 

pack 30,000 meals, which means raising $8100 by Octo-

ber 25.  We already have $1200 committed.  If we reach 

out goal and are able to pack 30,000 meals, we will have 

fed 81 kids for an entire year!  If you have any questions 

or would like to donate/volunteer, please talk with Aman-

da Jahnke. 
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Free app features church locator, news, devotions, 

connection points, giving opportunities 

ST. LOUIS, September 3, 2013—Need to find a Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregation while on 

the road? Want to connect with other LCMS Lutherans? 

Seeking a daily devotional resource? The new, free LCMS 

app offers these advantages and more. 

“We’re delighted to offer this new means for LCMS people 

to connect to their church with their mobile devices,” said 

David L. Strand, executive director of LCMS Communica-

tions.  “Now, wherever you are, a wealth of beneficial re-

sources concerning the church and our lives of faith is lit-

erally at hand.” 

The easy-to-use app was jointly developed by LCMS Infor-

mation Technology and Web staff. Features included in 

the app are based on feedback from LCMS website visi-

tors and callers to the LCMS Church Information Center 

about information they wanted most to access. The most 

frequently sought assistance had to do with locating an 

LCMS congregation. 

“In our increasingly mobile society, the LCMS app was de-

veloped as a tool for LCMS members on the go to remain 

connected to distinctly Lutheran information, including lo-

cating LCMS congregations, connecting via social media 

outlets, staying up to date on content from the various 

LCMS news sources, and streaming radio from KFUO and 

Classic99,” said Mike Metcalf, director of Information 

Technology Applications and Architecture for the LCMS. 

Available on both the Apple© and Android™ (Google 

Play™) app stores, the LCMS app also features links to 

current giving opportunities that support LCMS mission 

and ministry around the world. 

To get the app, search “LCMS” on the Apple or Android 
app stores or visitwww.lcms.org/resources/mobileapps. 

About The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is a biblical, con-
fessional, witness-oriented Christian denomination with 
2.3 million members – 600,000 households – in 6,200 con-
gregations. Through acts of witness and mercy, the church 
carries out its mission worldwide to make known the love 
of Jesus Christ. Learn more at www.lcms.org. 

https://www.lcms.org/resources/mobileapps
http://www.lcms.org/resources/mobileapps
http://www.lcms.org/
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Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

 

It’s a busy time of year around Immanuel.  School is start-

ing, Sunday School is starting and we are gearing up for 

many new things that are just on the horizon.  This month 

I’d love to tell you and two opportunities to get involved 

that are coming soon. 

First, I’d love to tell you more about LIGHT.  LIGHT 

starts September 8.  I would like to challenge every family 

at Immanuel to try this first 4 week session.  At Light fam-

ilies will come and sit together, learning together, and 

praising God together.  There will be a lesson followed by 

some interactive activities.  We will meet in the CCDC 

(unless we outgrow the space, which would be awesome!)  

After we’ve done the 4 week session of LIGHT we will 

move into Salt, which will be a small group style Sunday 

school.  If you have any interest in leading a small group, 

please talk to me so we can get you plugged in! 

Another opportunity coming up in November is a food 

packing event.  At This event members of the Immanuel 

family of all ages are welcome to come and help pack 

food for kids in third world countries.  We will also be 

fundraising for this event so that we can pack the most 

number of meals possible.  Each meal costs $0.27 and just 

$98.55 feeds a child for an entire year.  We have a goal to 

raise the money and pack 30,000 meals, which means 

raising $8100 by October 25.  We already have $1200 

committed.  If you can help either by packing, donating, 

or both, please let me know! 

I pray that each and every family will find a way to get 

connected in our ministries here at Immanuel.  

 

In His Service, 

 

Amanda Jahnke 

Romans 10:14-15 

Music Ministry at Immanuel: 

I am so very blessed to have the privilege of leading music at this most amazing spirit-filled church and school.  After enjoying a very relaxing 

summer with some very special times with my family and friends.  I look forward to the months ahead.  Thank you for all of the prayers and sup-

port that you have given to me last fall and winter.  I am so very thankful to be pain free. 

Please prayerfully consider serving the Lord by sharing your time and talents with us in the music ministry.  Yes, it does require some extra time 

and energy, but I am certain that you will indeed be blessed as you are a blessing to many. 

Choir will meet on Monday evenings 6:30-7:30 in the balcony beginning September 9.  Fall schedule is as follows, singing at both 8:00 and 10:30 

services, Sept. 22, Oct. 20, Thursday Oct. 31, Nov. 17, Dec. 8, Dec. 22, and Dec. 24. 

Please chat with me, or with other choir members and they will tell you that I’m usually not too grumpy, and that our time together is joyful.   If 

your are not all that confident in your vocal skills, but you are willing to give it a try. We would welcome you, you might even learn a thing or 

two.  Bottom line, we make a joyful noise unto the Lord!  Please, please pray and consider singing! 

Handbells — perhaps a bit more musically challenging than choir!  I thank each of the ringers who are so very talented and dedicated to this min-

istry.  We rehearse Mondays at 5:30—6:30.  The fall schedule is as follows.  Oct. 6, Oct. 31, Nov. 3, Nov. 24, Dec. 22, Dec. 24.  Please call me or 

Carol Gray if you are interested in ringing bells. 

Praise Teams:  I thank the following instrumentalists who are so very talented and generous with their time and talents: Nolan, Tyler, Daniel, Rick, 

Jim, Todd, Megan, Melissa, Becky and Curt.  We would love to have some singers join the groups.  We rehearse on Thursdays at 5:30 and plan to 

play on Thursday night services as well as the following Sundays: Sept. 15, Oct. 13 and Nov. 10.  Please contact me if you are interested in play-

ing or singing in the praise team. 

Please include the Immanuel Music Ministry in your prayers.  I pray that our worship life is truly vibrant through the Word, sacrament, and music. 

 

Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music.  Psalm 98:4 

 

Diane Dietmeier -- 815-990-2303  - Dianedietmeier@gmail.com 
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Normalcy and routine are welcome as-

pects of September.  A thousand details 

have been addressed. The excitement of 

the first day of school peaked in August.  

Now it’s “back to normal” time for Im-

manuel families.  

The Parent-Teacher League is an organ-

ization that encourages families and 

supports the school.  All families are 

part of this group.  There are monthly 

activities and three fund-raisers that the PTL organizes.  Tues-

day, September 10 is the “Back-to-School Picnic.”  Families 

will gather on campus around the playground area for a pot luck 

meal.  Sloppy joes and beverages will be supplied.  Each family 

is asked to bring a side or dessert to pass and their own table 

service.  The gathering starts at 5:30, and the meal begins at 

6:00.  This is a completely informal gathering giving families a 

chance to meet one another. 

First through 8th grade teachers will be posting grades onto 

Gradelink sites very soon.  It’s important that parents check 

their child’s grades frequently.  Parents may sign-up for notifi-

cations such as postings.  If a parent uses the wrong password 

three times, the system will deny access until an administrator re

-sets the password.  Send us an email or call if you’re in that 

situation or have lost your password altogether. 

If you need to sign up for our cell phone text notifications, log 

onto our website www.ourgodwithus.com.  Under the school 

listing, the second choice is text notifications.  To sign up for 

longer e-mails, contact the school office. 

Immanuel staff members can be reached by email using their 

first initial followed by their last name @ourgodwithus.com.  

My email address is mwelton@ourgodwithus.com.  Some 

teachers and staff members prefer phone calls.  A school direc-

tory will be distributed soon.  The Back-to-school picnic is the 

target date for distribution of the directory and calendar. 

Fourth through 8th grade students are welcomed to participate in 

interscholastic sports.  Immanuel is the “Home of the Lancers” 

and part of the Rock Valley Lutheran Athletic Conference.  Mr. 

Jared Sheppard will be serving as athletic director: organizing 

the gym and sports schedules and facilitating that program.  Mr. 

Sheppard is an Immanuel dad, a graduate of Knox College 

(where he played football) and the Illinois Institute of Technolo-

gy.  He works for the Bank of America, but is serving Immanuel 

in this position because he wants to be more involved with the 

school and community and because athletics has been and con-

tinues to be an important part of his life.  Volleyball games are 

listed on the Immanuel website.  A cross country meet, sched-

uled for Saturday morning, September 14, includes running 

events for children in preschool through 8th grade. 

 Immanuel is blessed to have the services of Ms. Amanda Hof-

master.  She is the Title 1 teacher, specializing in supplemental 

reading instruction for kindergarten through 4th grade students.  

She works with individuals and small groups within the regular 

classroom and in her own classroom.  This is a federally funded 

program and does not involve extra costs for parents.  It is not 

special education, so those sometimes cumbersome regulations 

are not a part of this program. 

Immanuel has a junior high youth group directed by Mrs. 

Amanda Jahnke, Immanuel’s Director of Christian Education.  

As DCE, Mrs. Jahnke oversees the 6th through 8th grade junior 

high youth program that meets on some Sundays at 6:00 and for 

other special events.  She is also in charge of a high school 

youth program that meets on alternate Sundays at 6:00 and other 

times.  She opens up the youth room in the church lower level 

on the second Fridays of each month from 3:30 until 5:00.  Also 

part of Mrs. Jahnke’s responsibilities are the Sunday morning 

classes, 9:15-10:15.  Families are welcome and encouraged to 

participate in these Sunday classes, particularly as families.  The 

new program starting September 8th is called “Light.”  

Families that need child care before or after school should con-

tact Mrs. Stephanie Yarzak by email or at 815-232-3443.  She is 

the director of the Christian Child Development Center, which 

includes before and after school care and preschool.  Before 

school care is offered starting at 6:30 AM and after school until 

5:45.  There is a charge for these services, and Mrs. Yarzak can 

help with the details.  Some families use the services regularly, 

and some use them as drop-in services.  The CCDC is a safe and 

helpful service that Immanuel is pleased to offer its families.  

This may seem like a lot to learn, especially for new families.  

Before long, it will seem very familiar.  At that point, you’ll 

know you’re into the school routine. 

In Christ, 

Michael Welton 

From the Principal:  Michael Welton, Principal 

1964 W. Pearl City Road  +  Freeport, Illinois 61032 

Phone 815-232-3511 or +  Fax # 815-233-9158 

e-mail mwelton@ourgodwithus.com+  www.ourgodwithus.com 

http://www.ourgodwithus.com
mailto:mwelton@ourgodwithus.com
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Keep Our Children Safe “Reminder of 

the Month” 

Use Caution when Dropping off & Picking Up 

Students 

 Do not drop your child off before 8:15 a.m. 

 Drop off and pick-up kids at the back doors 

near the play ground.  

 Do not yell at your child to cross the busy 

parking lot to come to the car.  They should 

cross at the crosswalk when a teacher directs 

them to or when accompanied by an adult. 

 Pull as far ahead as possible to prevent the 

line of cars from extending into the street 

 OUR CENTRAL PURPOSE 

"Immanuel Lutheran School, a ministry of Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, exists to call students into a personal rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, to move them into active disci-

pleship in a Christian congregation, and equip them to be 

effective witnesses in the community.  Immanuel Lutheran 

School strives to direct the educational experiences of its 

students, while developing their talents to their greatest 

potentials, so that they may fulfill God's plan for service in 

our world." 

BOARD MEETINGS:  The Board of Christian Child Development 

Center will meet on Wednesday, September 11th at 6:00 p.m.  

Christy Garnhart is the  CCDC board director.  The Board of Chris-

tian Day School Education will hold their meeting Monday, Septem-

ber 16th  at 5 PM.  John Wichmann is the director of the board.  

Both groups meet in the library.   

SCRIP is another name for “substitute money.”  They are gift 

certificates from national and local retailers.  Scrip is exciting 

because not only does the school win, but your family can 

earn 1/2 of the profit to be applied to your child’s tuition.  

Orders are due the 1st & 3rd Tuesday, with delivery the 2nd 

& 4th Tuesday.  You can now order online @ 

www.shopwithscrip.com  The enrollment code for  Im-

manuel is 3FC1A1E411864.  You can place your order and 

then bring in your confirmation letter with your money to the 

school.  Place your completed form with your check in either 

the upstairs or downstairs payment boxes. 

School News 
News Worth Noting 
EARLY DISMISSAL:  School will be dismissing at 11:45 a.m. on 

Tuesday, September 17th.  This is a  teacher in-service day.  After 

school care will be available, but you must sign up for it. by calling 

Stephanie Yarzak at (815)232-3511.   Those using this service should 

bring a sack lunch. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PICNIC: Gather  near  

the school playground at 5:30 for a potluck meal 

starting at 6:00.  Bring a side dish or dessert to 

pass and your own tableware.  The Parent-

Teacher League will provide the beverages and hot dogs.  All are wel-

come to this annual event. 

DISCOUNT CARDS: They are as cool as ever!  The new Immanuel 

discount cards are a cool white and blue design and cost $15 

each.  They are available in the school office (call 232-3511 or stop 

by) and are good for discounts at favorite local businesses including 

Culver’s and Imperial Palace.   

CROSS COUNTRY MEET:  On Saturday morning, 

September 14, starting at 9 AM, the campus will be 

filled with runners from preschoolers through 8th 

grade.  Various running events will be held and runners from many 

other  schools will participate.  It’s fun to watch and even more fun to 

volunteer.  Contact Coach Dave Brobst at 232-3511 to volunteer. 

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT:  Immanuel Lutheran Church will be 

having it’s last movie night on Friday, September 6 at dusk at 1993 

West Church St.   The movie, Brave, will be shown on a 25 foot 

screen by a professional company.  Bring your lawn 

chair or blanket and join the fun.  This event is free. 

IMMANUEL COLLECTS: Campbell’s 

Labels for Education, and  General Mills 

Box Tops Labels for Education, (send the whole label)  these 

are redeemable for money or school supplies. Collection 

drawers are near the gym entrance for these items.. 

MARKET DAY is a food co-op that offers restaurant quality food 

with a percentage going to the school.  Order forms are in a drawer 

located near the pop dispenser.  Ordering can also take place on their 

web site, www.marketday.com.   The next Market Day due date is 

September 20th with pick up on September 24th from 3-5 p.m. in the 

school cafeteria. 

PICTURE DAY:   Lifetouch photography will be here to 

take school pictures on Wednesday, September 18th.  Infor-

mation was sent home with your child.  We are encouraging all 

volunteers to have their pictures taken so they can have an ap-

propriate ID badge.  Re-takes will be  taken on Thursday, Octo-

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
http://www.marketday.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx
http://www.campbellsoup.com/Products/Condensed/All/2292
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Kindergarten-  

The kindergarteners have had a wonderful start to the 

school year.  They were so excited to see their friends 

and start learning.  They have had fun meeting their 

teachers: Miss Miller for gym, Mrs. Dietmeier for 

music, and Mrs. Brobst for computer class.  They 

have been learning how God created the 

world and saved the most special creation for last, peo-

ple.  The children are learning to hold their pencils 

properly and how to sit correctly when writing.  They are 

being encouraged to write their names starting with an 

upper case letter followed by lower case letters.  The 

children have been learning about the schedule of each day and what 

rules are important to have a good day at school. They have been 

learning position words in math and are making special books about 

themselves.  The class is having a fun busy start to the year!  

  

1st Grade -   

The first graders are having a great beginning of the 

year.  They started by reviewing the alphabet and 

working in reading groups.  They are working with 

manipulatives in math comparing fewer than, same, 

and more than.  This will also help them as they begin 

centers.  In religion, they are studying what God’s word tells us 

about creation.  The first grade class has been discussing all the 

beautiful and wonderful things that God has created.  They realized 

that God said that everything He made was good, except 

us.  That is when God said that it was VERY 

good.  They like how God rested on the 7th day.  The 

first graders are learning all the new things that first 

grade brings.: new desks, new schedules, new 

rules.  They are really working hard.  They will probably 

be coming home pretty tired these first couple of weeks.  I know I 

am.  ( I guess we need to take a rest like our Maker.)  

 

2nd Grade - 

Welcome to second-grade!  The students are settling 

into our daily routine very well.  What a nice group of 

children! Thank you for sharing them with me.  We’ve 

spent some time catching up with old friends and learn-

ing about our new friends.  There are 21 students in 

second grade this year.  I will begin using www. 

new.schoolnotes.com to communicate on a regular basis as soon 

as I have collected parental email addresses.  I did send out one test 

email, asking for a reply back.  I have not heard back from everyone 

yet.  I will wait a few more days and then I will assume that I have 

added those addresses incorrectly and will resend another test email. 

 Thank you for helping your child get back into the routine of school 

and for your daily encouragement.  It is going to be a WONDER-

FUL school year!  

 

3rd Grade -  

“Flying Into Learning!” is the theme of the third grade 

room this year.  The children have already decorated 

their own bird and it is attached to our large bulletin 

board.  Birds and trees were wonderfully created by God 

for us to enjoy.  God also made our body wonderful, 

which is the topic of the first science unit.  In math the topic is odd 

and even numbers and ordinal words.  The 6 strategies of a good 

reader are the subject of the reading lessons.  These strategies help 

when they read in school and on their own.  The first weeks of clas-

ses also involve a lot of learning of the rules and procedures and 

getting familiar with all the new textbooks and workbooks.  Third 

graders are “flying high!” 

 

4th Grade -  

The fourth grade class has jumped right into their stud-

ies.  They are learning about prayer in religion with spe-

cial emphasis on the Lord’s Prayer.  The class is reading 

about different types of journeys as our theme for read-

ing.  They are learning about sentences in English and 

number theory in math.  The first topic in science is plants.  Students 

will be doing a leaf collection project later in the month as part of 

their studies.  In social studies the students are finding out about the 

geography of the United States.   

 

5th Grade - 

The new school year has started off great for the fifth 

graders!  They are now in the upper grade hallway, and 

their lockers have locks.  So they are busy learning how 

to consistently open their lockers with combina-

tions.  Sometimes are easier than other for them.  They 

are also busy learning the expectations and routines in the fifth grade 

classroom.  To promote a love of reading, they have silent reading 

time each day.  Their goal is to become “super readers” and achieve 

25 points by the end of the quarter so they can attend the dodge ball 

party with the 6th -8th graders who achieve the goal as well.  Geogra-

phy is the topic for social studies class right now.  They are learning 

about the continents, oceans, latitude and longitude, and labeling and 

reading maps.  In math they are working on place value of whole 

numbers and decimals.  Religion class will focus on the catechism 

this year.  The students have focused on the theme verse “I will put 

my trust in Him.” Hebrews 2:13 and have discussed what trust is and 

why they should trust God.  They are now starting the 10 command-

ments.  Insects is the topic for science class.  In English they are 

working on sentences and subjects and predicates.  Weekly family 

devotions are being sent home with each student.  Please make sure 

to watch for these to use during family devotions.  God’s blessings 

on the new school year.    

 

 

6th Grade 

7th Grade 

8th Grade 

http://www.new.schoolnotes.com
http://www.new.schoolnotes.com
spellingcity.com/alyvers
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Weekly family 

Please make sure 
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6th Grade - 

The sixth graders are so excited to be in school! The stu-

dents have already begun their studies. In fact, for Eng-

lish class, they are learning study and test taking skills to 

become better learners and test takers. In reading, the 

sixth graders are learning the essentials of reading, in-

cluding plot line, conflict, and point of view. In math, the students 

have learned a new form of operation: exponents. In science, the 

students successfully passed their lab safety test and have begun 

their exciting future of lab experiments. This year, the sixth graders 

are challenged, not only how to spell but how to define their spelling 

words, with vocabulary tests. The sixth graders have the opportunity 

to use technology in just about every subject. They can practice their 

spelling and vocabulary skills at spellingcity.com/alyvers. The sixth 

graders’ math and science books are online where they can watch 

tutorials and take practice quizzes. Religion class will focus on the 

catechism this year.  The students have focused on the theme verse 

“I will put my trust in Him.” Hebrews 2:13 and have discussed what 

trust is and why they should trust God.  They are now starting the 10 

commandments.  Weekly family devotions are being sent home with 

each student.  Please make sure to watch for these to use during fam-

ily devotions.   In history the students are finishing a short unit on 

maps.  After that, they will learn about early world civilizations, 

particularly the Sumerians who lived on the banks of the Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers.  God’s blessings on the new school year.  

 

7th Grade - 

The 7th graders are all excited for Math. They are explor-

ing how to convert within the metric system. Is it Alive? 

The 7th Graders are learning what it takes to be consid-

ered a living thing. Next, they will be learning all about 

bacteria and viruses. They will discover where the 

germiest places in the school are located.  In English, the 7th graders 

are reviewing study skills.  In lit, they are reviewing literary ele-

ments before they begin their first story “7th Grade”. The first accel-

erated reader assignment is due by September, 20th.  In history, stu-

dents have been learning about geographic regions.  They especially 

like hearing rap songs about geography that teachers have submitted 

to educational websites.  Next, they will begin a unit on Native 

Americans. 

 

8th Grade -  

Mrs.  Brobst's class is learning all about expressions and 

adding and subtracting integers. What is matter? The 8th 

graders are exploring all about matter and the three phas-

es of matter.  In English, the 8th graders are reviewing 

study skills.  In lit, they are reviewing literary elements 

before they begin their first story “The No-talent Kid”.  The first 

accelerated reader assignment is due by September, 20th. In history 

class, students will move from a study on geographic regions to a 

study on Native Americans.  The units are related because Native 

American regions tend to mirror geographic regions.     

OTHER NEWS… 

Special Thanks as ILS Teachers Receive iPads:   

 

Teachers in grades 5 through 8 have received iPads to 

be used in their teaching 

ministry.  These hand-

held computers are capa-

ble of the functions of a 

laptop computer, with 

some special functions 

helpful to teachers.  They 

can project images and 

videos onto large white-

boards, they have an 

“app” (application) that 

allows the whiteboard to 

be interactive and per-

form like a Smartboard, 

and they are portable so 

the teacher can walk around the room and use the com-

puter or even take the iPad home to prepare or find other 

special “apps.”  The iPads 

were bought with technolo-

gy fees.  Immanuel mem-

bers/parents Randy Fisher 

and Eric Dittmar ran special 

WiFi wiring to the upper 

grade wing and trained the 

teachers.  These members 

have been on call for over a 

year supporting and main-

taining the system.  Imman-

uel Lutheran School is very 

grateful to these men for all 

they have done! 

http://www.new.schoolnotes.com
http://www.new.schoolnotes.com
spellingcity.com/alyvers
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Positions in the Child Development Center. 
There are many children who come and use 
the CCDC after school.  In previous years 
that number has generally stayed between 
20 to 24.  This year it has risen well beyond 
that.  Most days we have had more than 30 
children come down after school.  In order 
to better provide for the school age children 
after school we are looking for additional 
staff.  If you enjoy providing assistance with 
homework, playing board games, or being 
outside to help children run off some ener-
gy, you would be a good fit for the 
CCDC.  Please stop in some afternoon and 
inquire about this position.  Mrs. Stephanie 
Yarzak is the acting director of the Child De-
velopment Center. 
 
SAY—School Age Youth 
Busy, busy, busy are the words that de-
scribe the SAY room.  If your child uses this 
room in the morning you will find the chil-
dren involved in mostly quiet games.  Some 
children use this time to finish up homework 
or spend time on memory work or spelling 
review.   The boys and girls can bring 
breakfast in and eat it, but we do not pro-
vide it.  At 8:00 the children generally go up 
to the gym where they can play basketball, 

walk around the perimeter or practice their 
cheerleading and volleyball skills. 
 In the afternoon we have a big group of 
busy youngsters.  Most days we have had 
more than 30 children.   After school dis-
misses, the children have some unstruc-
tured time either outside or in the gym.  By 
4:00 the group is back in the room, prepar-
ing to have a snack.  After snack the group 
is encouraged to be quiet, as quiet as we 
can keep them.  The room at the end of the 
hall may be used by students wanting to 
work on homework, depending on the num-
ber of children we are caring for. 
Some children use the CCDC after sports 
team practices.  When they return to the 
SAY room, sometimes as late as 4:30 some 
of them have had a snack at practice and 
others have not.  We are not providing a 
snack at that time.  If your child needs a 
snack after practice, please have him or her 
bring one. 
Just some information about the 
CCDC.  We are open on days when there is 
no school and on early release days.  We 
open on snow days.  Sign up sheets will be 
available 2 weeks prior to a day of no 
school.  Please sign your child up in the 
classroom or e-mail Jessica Schmidt, the 
coordinator for the School Age Youth Room 
when a no school day is approaching.  Her 
e-mail is jschmidt@ourgodwithus.com.  If 
your child is coming to Immanuel on a day 
when there is no school, you will need to 
provide a lunch for him or her.  You will also 
need to provide a lunch on half days.  We 
just do not have the staff to prepare lunches 
on these days. 
 

From the CCDC Director Stephanie Yarzak, Director     

Child Development Center 815-232-3443   
1964 W. Pearl City Road Freeport, IL 61032 

Email: syarzak@ourgodwithus.com  Website:  www.ourgodwithus.com 

mailto:jschmidt@ourgodwithus.com
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Pre-K3— 
We have had a wonderful beginning 
to the year.  A really wonderful begin-
ning.  The children are very kind and 
inclusive of each other.  Right away 
we were able to start doing things.  
None of the three year olds had more 
than a little tear when mom or dad left 
them for the very first day.  They are a 
confident group of three year olds.  
These first days of preschool the chil-
dren went on a tour of the school.  
They saw the cafeteria, the library 
and they were amazed by all the 
computers in the computer lab.  Their 
favorite part of the school is the play-
ground.  The three year olds love to 
play on it.  The children are learning 
about God’s wonderful gift of creation 
by caring for the garden.  During the 
heatwave the children came in their 
swimming suits and played in sprin-
klers.  It was great fun to run and 
splash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-K 4 

Last year’s three year old class grew a lot 
over the summer.  The boys and girls were 
very excited to renew friendships from last 
year.  The new friends who have joined our 
class have been welcomed and are fitting 
in very easily.  The boys and girls are excit-
ed to have jobs to do each day.  They es-
pecially enjoy feeding the fish.  One of our 
graduated 8

th
 graders, Alex Gravenstein , 

gave a goldfish to us to keep Sunshine 
company.  The boys and girls suggested 
many names, but the name that was pulled 
from the pile was Strawberry.  The children 
also enjoy leading the class in exercises. 
We began the year learning about Ameri-
ca.  The boys and girls shared pictures of 
some of the American landmarks they have 
visited.  They had many questions for Aus-
tin when he shared a picture of himself in a 
stockade.  They wondered how he would 
have been able to eat.   The children are 
also learning about promises, freedom and 
what it means to be united.  Soon the class 
will complete a flag for the Pre K 4 class.   
The children went to their first chapel ser-
vice and did amazingly well.  It is hard to sit 
and listen for a longer period of time, but 
these four year olds did very well.  They 
are looking forward to singing and learning 
more about God’s love for them. 

CCDC News 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Nancy Bicknese 

 

Deb Bondele 

 

Doris Coomber 

 

Nancy Cutler 

Virginia Thomp-

son 

2 

Kristina Bondele 

 

Robert Schopf 

3 

Shawn Boldt 

 

Andrew Hage-

mann 

4 

Rose Gray 

 

Dan Medler 

5 

 

6  

Kathy Clay 

 

Ethan Schneider 

7 

Jaylynn Copper-

noll 

 

Ryan Garnhart 

 

Danell Jackowski 

 

Ray Newcomer 

  

8 

Arney Mesnard 

 

Marley Rowe 

 

Corinne Schnei-

dermann 

9 

Clara Julius 

10 

Regina Biesemeier 

11 

Lee Biesemeier 

 

Todd Schlichting 

 

Mitchell Schnie-

derman 

12 

Jeff  Martin 

13 

Julia Marynus 

 

Sawyer Shaw 

 

Russell Tipton 

14 

Donna Medler 

 

 

15 

Wyatt Martin 

16 

Vern Ruthe 

17 

Dan Scholten 

18 

Glenna Hill 

 

Sarah Schneider 

 

Doug Wagner 

 

 

 

19 

Keegan Copper-

noll 

 

Gus Miller 

 

Rebecca Quiggle 

 

Faith Worrall 

Donna Zulke 

20 

 

21 

Lane Dietmeier 

22 23 

Paulette Bamberg 

 

Allen Julius 

 

Brenda King 

 

Jim Shaw 

24 

Gerry Rausch 

25 

Grace Medler 

 

Anna Shaw 

 

Adam Thompson 

 

Jen Zink 

 

26 

Pauline Forsythe 

 

Ashton Jones 

 

Eileen Ketelhut 

 

Mary Catherine 

Thomalla 

27 

Jim Brokhausen 

 

Alyssa Wichmann 

28 

Tristan Burski 

 

Melissa Hollister 

 

Phineas Mullen 

29 

Larry Julius 

 

Alexandra Witte 

30 

Annette Schlicht-

ing 

     

September Church Member Birthdays 
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Missouri Synod’s accreditation process as-

sures schools are evaluated according to 

national quality standards, Christ-centered 

nature 

ST. LOUIS, August 28, 2013—At its annual 

meeting July 30-Aug. 1, the National Lu-

theran School Accreditation 

(NLSA) commission – operated under the 

auspices of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod’s (LCMS) School Ministry – accredit-

ed 106 LCMS schools. 

The newly accredited schools include: 

 18 early-childhood centers 

 80 elementary schools 

 Eight high schools 

Most of the schools were applying to renew 

their accreditation. Accreditation is grant-

ed for a period of five years. Generally, 

schools begin the renewal process when 

they are in the fourth year of their accredi-

tation. However, among those earning first-

time accreditation was Hope Lutheran 

Christian School in Port Coquitlam, British 

Columbia. 

“NLSA accreditation is special,” said Terry 

L. Schmidt, director of the LCMS’ school 

ministry. “The schools that undergo the 

process are evaluated according to nation-

al standards for educational quality, but 

their very Christ-centered nature also is 

evaluated. We thank and praise God for our 

schools that make the commitment to vol-

untarily engage in continuous improve-

ment.” 

At its meeting, NLSA leaders also passed 

sweeping changes to the organization’s 

evaluation materials and process. 

“Our goal is to prepare students for voca-

tion in the 21st century,” explained 

Schmidt. “Our process needed to be updat-

ed so as to become more relevant and 

transformational. The new evaluation pro-

cess embraces 21st century teaching and 

learning methodologies, and will encourage 

our teachers to even better serve their stu-

dents.” 

The new accreditation process will encom-

pass the use of these tools for teaching 

and learning in the 21st century: 

 Authentic assessment 

 Making accommodations 

 Individual learning styles 

 Service learning 

 Life skills 

 Critical thinking ability 

 Applied learning 

 Differentiation 

 Professional learning opportunities 

NLSA encourages and recognizes schools 

that provide quality Christian education 

and engage in continuous improvement. To 

date, 701 of the Synod’s 2,300 schools – 

preschools, elementary schools and high 

schools – have chosen to undergo the vig-

orous self-study and evaluation the process 

requires. 

To see a full list of the newly accredited 

schools, visit www.lcms.org/schools. 

About The Lutheran Church—Missouri Syn-

od  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is a 

biblical, confessional, witness-oriented 

Christian denomination with 2.3 million 

members – 600,000 households – in 6,200 

congregations. Through acts of witness 

and mercy, the church carries out its mis-

sion worldwide to make known the love of 

Jesus Christ. Learn more at www.lcms.org. 

http://www.lcms.org/schools
http://www.lcms.org/schools
http://www.lcms.org/schools
http://blogs.lcms.org/2013/nlsa-accredits-106-lutheran-schools
http://www.lcms.org/schools
http://www.lcms.org/
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Lectionary Readings for  

MORNINGFaithful God, whose mercies are 

new to us every morning, we humbly pray 

that You would look upon us in mercy and 

renew us by Your Holy Spirit.  Keep safe our 

going out and our coming in,  and let  

Your  blessing remain with us throughout 

this day. Preserve us in Your righteous-

ness, and grnat us a portion in that eternal 

l i fe which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

PROTECTION DURING THE DAY  (COLLECT 

FOR GRACE)O Lord, our heavenly Father,  

almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this 

day. Defend us in the same with Your 

mighty power,  and grant that this day we 

fal l  into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger, but that all  our doings, being or-

dered by Your governance, may be right-

eous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.  

EVENINGMerciful Father,  whose guiding 

hand has brought us to the completion of 

this day, we humbly pray You to stay with 

us and shelter us in quiet hours of the 

night that we, who are wearied by the 

changes and chances of this passing world, 

may rest in Your changeless peace; 

through Jesus Christ,  our Lord.   

Prayers From the Hymnal 

Season   DATE    FESTIVAL  1ST  PSALM EPISTLE    GOSPEL 

  
Sept. 1 (Prop. 
17) 

Fifteenth S. a. Pentecost Prov. 25:2-10 Psalm 131 Heb. 13:1-17 Luke 14:1-14 

  
Sept. 8 (Prop. 
18) 

Sixteenth S. a. Pentecost Deut. 30:15-20 Psalm 1 Philemon 1-21 Luke 14:25-35 

  
Sept. 15 
(Prop. 19) 

Seventeenth S. a. Pente-
cost 

Ezek. 34:11-24 
Psalm 
119:169-176 

1 Tim. 1:(5-11) 12-
17 

Luke 15:1-10 

  
Sept. 22 
(Prop. 20) 

Eighteenth S. a. Pente-
cost 

Amos 8:4-7 Psalm 113 1 Tim. 2:1-15 Luke 16:1-15 

  Sept. 29 St. Michael and all Angels 
Dan. 10:10-14; 
12:1-3 

Psalm 91 Rev. 12:7-12 
Matt. 18:1-11 or 
Luke 10:17-20 


